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Abstract

This thesis closely examinelyd®&nd Canadi :
decisions and combat actiotigringthe urban battle foOrtona in December 1943.
Ortona stands among the most famous historical cases of urban warfare that have been
harvested for Issonsanddoctrinal formulas for modern armiegxisting histories
reveal how tlk storyis oftensimplified into glimpse®f its most dramaticnomentshat
are seldom croseferencedr connecedchronologically. This study links the tangled
nest of dranatic stories in time and spacerévealthe chain ohistoricalcause and
consequenceAdditionally, this studyconsiders hovgeography, force compositipn
weapons systems, and the presence of substantial numbers of Italian alilians
factored in theutcome Thethesis follows2" Canadian Infantr8r i g a d-®-day day
struggl e through Or hovtheyatempsedoringpese ardeton under

whathas historically been labelled elsaos
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List of Abbreviations, Acronyms and Definitions

2 CIB: 2" Canadian Infantry Brigade. At its core were three infantry battalions from
three regiments: the Loyal Edmonton Regiment (the "Loyal Eddies" or "the
Edmontons"), the Seaforths Highlanders of Canada (the "Seaforths") and Princess
Patricia's Canadian Lighmfantry (the "Patricia's" or "PPCLI").

2 PPCLI: 2nd battalion, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry.

3 PPCLI: 3rd battalion, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry.

AD: Air defence.

AMGOT: Allied Military Government of th®ccupied Territories. A mixed branch of
Allied officers and soldiers whose task it was to reinstall a temporary government
and financial structure in an area just after the removal of the Germans or Italian
fascists from that area. They were to also ®gupplies, relief and maintenance
for destitute civilians.

AT: Anti-tank.

Battalion: an infantry unit made up of approximately 500 to 1,200 soldiers at any given
time. The numbers fluctuate based on the number of casualties incurred,
reinforcements@ming into the unit, soldiers departing for courses and tasks etc.
An infantry battalion has three to four companies within it.

Battery: an artillery unit made up of two to three Troops.

Brigade: a combined arms unit made up of many combat arms, ceenbiae units and
combat service & support units, numbers fluctuating from 2,500 to 5,000 soldiers.
A brigade may have several infantry battalions and several armoured, artillery and
engineer regiments within it.

CBC: Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.

CFB: Canadian Forces Base.

CMHQ: Canadian Military Headquarters.

CO: Commanding Officer.

Company: An infantry unit made up of approximately 100 to 120 soldiers. An infantry
company is composed of a headquarters and three platoons.

Coy: Shortformfot he wor d ACompany. 0

CTCC: Combat Team Commanders Course.

DHH: Directorate of History and Heritage. The DHH is a-dapartment within the
DND.

Division: A combined arms unit made up of many combat arms, combat service units
and combat service & suppamits, numbers fluctuating from 15,000 to 20,000
soldiers.

DND: Department of National Defence.

DSO: Distinguished Service Order.

FIBUA: Fighting In BuiltUp Areas.

Gunner : The Artill erybés equivalent of a P

HQ: Headquarters.

IDCCC: Infantry Dsmounted Company Commanders Course.

KIA: Killed in Action.

LAC: Library and Archives Canada.

LER: Loyal Edmonton Regiment.



MIA: Missing in Action.

MG: Machine Gun (English) dvlaschinengewehiGerman)

MP (German)Maschinenpistole.

PAK: Panzerabwehrkanona type of German ant@nk gun.

PIAT: Projector, Infantry, AntTank. An antitank weapon used by British and
Commonwealth forceguring the Second World War (193945)
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Platoon: An infantry unit made up of approximately 30 to 35 soldiers. A platoon is
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PPCLI : Pr i nc eigndighPlafantryi ci ads Canad

Private: In an infantry unit, the lowest ranking soldier.
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Infantry Divison.

Section: In an infantry or engineer unit, a section is composed of eight to ten soldiers.

SHC: Seaforth Highlanders of Gada.

SITREP: Situation Report. A report passed through the @fasommand discussing
any given situation in general.
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TNT: Trinitrotoluene, a type aéxplosive.
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I ntroduction

Canadian Forces Bas&Vainwright, Alberta, November 2017

AA military unprepar eabroddepectrunr ban oper ati
is unprepared for tomorrow. o

i MajorRal ph Peters, AOudt Soldiers, Thei

The commandingofficer (CO) of 3 BattalionPr i ncess Patriciafds |
Infantry (3 PPCLI) directed hiBravo and Charlie companiegsymberingabout 100
soldiers each, to move out at 0430 hours to rendezvous withungubom the
battali on6s r e cpmpatoonanitiefra negoeldjdinftheraactc e o ¢c k y
Fordo urban operations training village by
companiesvould join a mechanized company from 2 PPQhkludingLight Armoured
Vehicle armoured personnel carriers anstjuadron of nineenfiLeopard main battle
tanks from Lord Str at hc dogethérsheyhvere tsordudt Ro y a |
atrainingattack on the village itselfDespite thevitter cold deepsnow heavy
rucksackslayers of clothing, headlampselmetsandbaring thewveight ofweapons
ammunition and watethe two companies worked their way throughdpen
countryside othe Canadian Forces Base (CPBinwright training areand along the
Battle Rivertowards Rocky Forduite well Both companies wered by @aptains who
werestudents on the Infantry Dismounted Company Commanders Course (IDCCC)
being assessed in their respective roksother student company commantet the

mechanized company as part of the Combat Team Commanders Course (CTCC).

1 Major RalphPetersii Our Sol di e r Paramelets:dliSr Arngy WariCellsge Quarterly, Spring
1996(Carlisle: United States Army War College, 1996), p. 43.



Abouta kilometrenorthof the village, the recce patrolmen linked up with the two
acting company commanderdtheir junior leadersand took them to a piece of high
ground where they could see the villdge f | e a doeTwas instruetorgagged
along,assessing each stude@nce on the high ground, one of the recce pawolm
pointed off in the distance to the rooftops of RoEkyd village barelyvisible above the
forest in front of it. The student company commandas&ed good questions acquire
more information about therbanoperationthey were about to condydiutwerealways
met with Al donbét arveealtloy akshktheteides the CGi. Yoo u 6 | |
meetingtheecces ol di er st ated fAYouodl I need to movce
village and | i nk uingoffisotnawhetelinghe distancender e, 0 p o
offering the most informatiothathe could provide that morning. When asked by one
of the student company commanders if the recce patroivoatd guidethe assault
companiegorwardto the link up point, thbewildereds o | di er rlewadtheed fino.
least effective backbrighatl, asalong timelDCCC instructor and professional soldier,
had ever withessddom a reconnaissance uniily fellow instructor, Major Jeff Gill,
looked at me quizzicallgs our smallcommandyroup returned to link up with their
companieand commentediThereva s n 6t much i nf o tWhydd. 0
we need the leaders recce? What good is it to look at the tops of buildings a kilometre
away, and then be told to walk around to the other side of the vilager owr? There
was nothing that reccelsiter said that will help set up thesteidenttommander$or
succes®

An hour later, he two companies linked up with the CO about-bnedred

metres south dRocky Ford The sound of gunfire and explosiarmounced

Company s e nt rwilage. @thevCamablian soldiers playing the enemy force had

2



been waiting for theiattacking forceo enterit. OnceC Companywas safely

entrenchedn the first set of buildingB Co mp a n y 0 weretdirededimpcsa

building on the south side of thdlage and from that point on, all | withessed was mass
chaos.

Troopsbunched ugpoth inside and outside buildings. If the building had been
clearedof the enemy previous|yhe compangqueezeeverysoldierinto that building,
filling it solid, 10 to20 troops to a roomln somehallwaysthe troopsstoodshoulderto-
shouldey perhaps thinking themselves safe indodfshe enemy hagrepared
explosive device® blow on commandr if they opened fire withocket propelled
grenads or other heavy weapons, the results would be catastrophic.

Thenextgroup of soldierassembledutsidethe newly cleared buildindut due
to no room insidetheygatheedin the street behindSome40 to 50 troopstood
shouterto-shouldey six uneverranksdeepand sandwiched between two buildings,
waiting to be told what to do. At one point, | counted over 20 radio antennas in one
group of troops outside a buildin@nerocket propelled grenadeund or burst of
machine gun firevould have dropped dozentbodies

The CO of 3 PPCLIstood in tle centre ofhat largestreet mobghatting up the
soldiers and occasionally giving directions over the ratfithatwashe doing there?

He wanted to be in on the action, instead of controlling the battle fmmenand post
(CP) further away Yes, certinly, a commandemustbe seen by the troops, but the
fluidity of an urban battlevhere the enemgansuddenly appeanywheremakes that
risky for commandersLeades must be closep enough talirectthe battle, but back far
enoughto avoidgeting shot. However,the CO of 3 PPCLIappearedoo busy trying to

look warrior-like, swaggeing in front of his troops.



His Regimental Sergeaiajor performedno better, repeatediypovingthe
battalioncasualty collection point as the battle progressedigirahe village.All he
had to do was pick a suitaddeilding andstay there.There was a need for him to be
moving hiscasualty collection pointApparently hetoowanted tdbe in on andgee the
action As a result, s companysergeantnajorscontinually ran frustratedlground the
entire town looking for the &gimental SergeaiM a j obattalisncasualty collection
point, notknowing where to bring their mockasualtie®

Human beings are inherently lazy, and there was oeption with regards to
professionatroops. As a course instructorwalked freelyaroundthe villageand |
couldtell every building that was occupied by friendly troops becatiseerifle and
machine gun barrelgestingon window sills clearlyvisible tothet r a i enempgn i
neighbouringouildings Theassault troopalsooften stooddeadcentrein window
frames, making themselvesasilyvisible from theoutside My friend and fellow
instructorMajor Larry Sandforddecidedto grip the mesandbegan teaching lessorthe
hard way Heapproackda soldier making himself an obvious target arahded him
fwounded in action,creatng a casualtyor his company to evacuaté&hatfirst
A wo u ngsbldieraperatech | a r dgsenerél E@pmse Mame Gun perched with
thebarrel sticking out of the windowyhile the young lacdhadalsoforgotten to turn his
headlamp offmarking abright shiny white light rightn his forehead He was the
perfect target because he could be clearly séeh.t er b e i nthe sdideolaidn d e d 0
down on the floor of the buildingOne of his matesecognizdthe importance of the
machine guras a keyweaponsystem in the platogmiutifully took it over andoromptly
returned it to the sameindowsill andkneeleddeadcentre of the window framehis

time at least without a lit headlamparry made him a casualty tpand then théhird



soldierwho took the same weapon in the same pasttry keptfidropping guys until
finally, | pointed out what was happeningny student company commandéte
immediately ran to tell hisompany sergeamajor, who promptly told all théroopsto
moveback from the windows and adopt proper fire possiback far enough so that
theycould seeenemy personnéh other buildingdut were not making themselves
targets

Throughout the battldeinfantry armoured personnel carrieasd Leopard
tanksadvancednto the villagewithoutinfantry supportparking in the middle of strest
or beside buildingthey understootiad been cleareaf the enemy However other
buildings across the street had heen clearedffering theenemy clear shots at the
armoured vehiclesOther armouredehiclesparkedtwo-to-three right beside each
other, so close you could just step across from one hull to anétiRru s si ans i n Gr
anyone?0 | . Casallians nevaryds anything so foolish in Ortona in $943.
The vehiclesnust movelike the troops, behind cover. Sure, there was some infantry
protectioni all the troops in the buildings providing overwaicthe same troopgead:
target$ standing in the middle of the window frames, sticking their barrels out the
windows. The Americans in Aachen, October 1944, ensured thelisused sidestreets
afterthdr infantry cleaed the surroundingtructuresand they parked the vehicles at the
corners of buildings, rolling out just enough to use their cannons, then pulling back, all

the while ensuring good commicationwith thedismounted troops regardiegemy

2 The Russians had done this during thidattle of Grozny in December 1995 and paid for it dearly when
Checlen rebels fired large amounts of rocket propelled grenades at the large grouping of vehicles out in the open.
LieutenantColonel (Retired) Louis A. DiMarcd&;oncrete Hell: Urban Warfare from Stalingrad to IréQxford:

Osprey Publishing, 2012), p. 166; izetment of National Defence (Canad&)GL-322007/FR001 Unique
Operations- Urban (Kingston: Army Publishing Office, 2006), p. 19.



locationsto minimize how much time the vehicleas exposed. The Canadians in

Ortonalikewise alwaysensured their supporting tanks had infantry and engineer

protection as they fought through the town
| saw nosnipers being employed duringdfexercise Not because they wese

clever as to be hidden, but because nobody had thought about employing them

first place History has made famous howigers are critical in an urban operations

battle Nobody had a plan to deal widmemy snipersither, a surefire wayto kill the

momentum of clearing an urban ar&nce friendly troops start dropping defaoim an

unseen shooter amongst thentakes a lot of courage and persuasion for soldiers to

continue moving forward.

After the training exerciseadcompleted, | had mnixed reactioras to how these
Canadian soldiers had performaddwasnotentirelys ur pri sed by It he day
hadlong been concerndtiat Canadian troogeday havepoor urban operatiorskills,
butl did not realize until that day that we were absoluédtpcious For years | had
been studyingnd teachingirban operationat the Tactics School at CFB Gagetoand
understoodhat most Canadian soldidrad not been taughnddid not understanthe
complexitiesof this uniquetype of operation. However, the level of amateurishness |
had just witnessed was appallingvery soldier, from the lowest rank of Private up to
the high rank of Lieutenar@@olonel, had demonstrated a horrendign®rance of the
basicsof urbanwarfare Although Canadians had becoingernationalsubject matter
experts in urban fightinduring the 143 battle of Ortonaduringthe Second World War

(19391945) that knowledge and interest has I@igceevaporated.

3 DiMarco, Concrete Hellp. 60.



This thesiclosely examineg™Canadi an | nf a roy-daydecBions gade 6
and combat actiorthatcharacterizedhe Ortonaurban battle in December 1943.
Existing historical literature reeak how this complex story has been simplified into a
set of often repeated glimpses of dramatic parts of the battle thsldosncross
referencecr conneceéd chronologically. This sidy untanglethe nest of dramatic
stories of individual heroism and trageatydlinks them in time and space to better
understand the chain of cause and consequence and to the routine patterns of modern
combinedarms warfaren late1943. That last element resulted in shedding some light
onthe intricaciesthe questions of how, when amty this battle unfolded as it did a
military context Additionally, this study investigates key factors that influenced choices
mademainly by the Canadian Armgnd theirGerman opponesjalbeit to a lesser
extert for the lattergiven the balance aesourcesvailable These include geography,
the force composition and weapons systems employed by both sides, and the presence of
substantial numbers of Italian civilians in nearly every corner of the urban battlefield.
These factors were importaatthe participantbefore, during and after the battle, and
henceare just as importamd recall when reflecting on the historical significance of this
action over 75 years latemhus, this thesisloselyfollows 2" Canadian Infantry
Bri gaaymdayst r uggl e t hr o utgbette@ndé¢ersiandsod theyst r eet s
made choices to imposeme order on what appeared to be chaos and ultimately to
highlight how this Canadian force systematically solved the problem of waging the
Canadi an Ar my 6 s-quartesurbanfbattiaihe studycchrefudlyere
examines available primary evideringhe form of war diaries and aftaction reports
recorded in 1943 by participating Canadian ymitsluding the coordinating’?

Canadian Infantr8rigadeheadquarters and supporting arms. These were then cross

7



checked againgtyewitness testimonies collected by historignthe years afterwards.
This painstaking effort revealed several anomalies and conflicts between accounts, some
of which have been resolved in the chapters below and others flagigedesolution of
solving these anomalies helps to clarify the course of decision, action and consequence
on the battlefield establishing some degree of clarity where chaos reigned.

The ations of both forces involved at Ortona sometimes demonstrated key
characteristics of modern urban operations doctrine, makisgeexaminatiorof
events thergaluablefot oday o6s pr of es s Canvemtibnalvaifatei t ar y f c
tacticsagainst a negoeer enemy impen countrysideasremained largely constant
since the end dhe Second World War (193845). Urban operations, however, adds a
complexity due tahe numbeand density
of buildingswhich create @hree
dimensional environmerihat necessitate
employingdifferent planning and tactics
to ensure success. Ortahareforestands

among other famous historical cases that

have been harvested fleissonsand

Photo: Tanks from the Three Rivers Regime
and dismounted Canadian infantry, Orténa. answers that shaped urban warfare

doctrinal formulagor modern armiesin
December 194" Canadian InfantrBrigadelearnedfirsthandat Ortonahat urban
warfare takes more than infantry to wiim the end they won the day with a combined

arms approach that made use of every type of combat arm and all the supporting

4 Canada At Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (website).



services.Success in urban operations is a team e#iod winning teamsiust

understand its complexities, challenges and appreptaatic. Today gproximately

75% of the wor !l do seinprbgn envienmest a figaredprojeetedt | y
to increase to approximately 84%ageneratiot? This modern reality and the

increased uses of urban spaces by insurgent forces make it highly likely that future
military forces will be ordered to wage war in urban areas, thus highlighting the value of
seeking wisdom from the padduring the battle ©Ortona the Canadiartemonstrated

a capacity tdearn swiftlyto synchronize theipeople and available equipment and to
applyand innovate sensibtacticsthat ultimately defeated a powerful opponent

defending a strategically important urban spatiee Canadian 1943 learning and
innovation culture is wah looking back tant o d &£gnadsan Armyand indeed for

any student of history interested in understanding how hurgamizations collectively

met and overcame the challenges of their time.

5 Operations in the Urban EnvironmedtFM Volume 2, Part 5 (Britain: British Army doctrinal publication,
2016), p. 1.



Chapter 11 Battle of Ortona: A Historiography

Much ink has been spilled in the English language about the Battle of Ortona in
December 1943. From the 1940s to the 1960s, some extremely capable historians, many
of them veterans, Canadian Armiédrces official historians or eyewitnesses to the
dramatic action established a strong foundation of knowledge, evidence and key
guestions about the battle that became the core upon which later generations built on.
That initial body of work was followeddm the 1970s until the end of the century by a
second and widely varied wave of research and writing, and lastly by the most recent
wave of | argely popul ar work, feeding off
touched off by the major 80and 60" anniversary commemorative activitieshe work
that followed in the late 2Bearly 2F centuries rejuvenated interest in Ortona. Most if
not all historians include the early and ridécember battles for tidoro River and
i Te Gullyptogether with tk late December fighting within the town itself as part of a
month long uniquely Canadian campaign along the Adriatic coast of Ealg. thesis
and thus this historiography strictly focus on sources that discussed combat operations
within Ortona 2627 December 1943.

Building the Foundation (19431969): War Diaries, Official and Regimental
Histories

Historians were fortunate that by 1943 the Canadian Army had established a
thorough historical and lessons learned data capture process, building frome@he G
War (19141918) experienceFormations and units were ordered to keep war diaries
capturing key details, figures, locations, times, dates, and pebpéewar diaries 02"
Canadian Infantry Brigade aride regiments involved in the Ortobattle were

particularly well kept and provide the maridence basis for all historical writing about

10



it. The level of detail withireach unidiary varies but taken together they constitute an
invaluable source about the dmyday flow of the battlet

Thewar diary program generated much of the primary evidence needed by the
Canadian Army Historical Section to prepare Official Histories in the first decade after
the war. These thorough, collaborative histories set the standard in the field and defined
thekey questions others would consider in the decades afterwards. Titerttsbn
came from the LCanadian Infantry Division Historical Officer who was present at
Ortona.Captain J.A. Porteused unit and formation war diaries, intelligence summaries,
media reports and interviews gathered during or just after the war to pGapaadian
Military Headquarters Report #1608perations of 1 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn Armd Bde in
Italy, 25 Nov 43 4 Jan 44’ Porter effectively wrote the first substantial historical
account of the event as part of the Canadian Army's official history prageamias to
become the basis for the Historical Sectio
The Canadian Army 1939945: An Official Historical Summaityy Colonel C.P. Stacey
published in 1948. This preliminamwplumeof theofficial seriesincludedthe entire
campaign and thus could rsgendmuch spacen every single event St aceyods
discussion of the fighting tandaround Ortonaakes up onlywo-anda-half pages

total? St aceyds preliminary volume was foll owe

6 Headquarters 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade, Active Service Force War Diaries, December 1943, Library and
Archives Canada (hereafter abbreviated as HQ 2 CIB WD); llEgradonton Regiment, Active Service Force War
Diaries 1943/09.944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 December 1943, Library and Archives Canada (LAC)
(hereafter abbreviated as LER WD); Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, Active Service Force War Diaries31943/01
December, R&4-C-3, Volume 15256, Library and Archives Canada (LAC) (hereafter abbreviated as SHC WD).
Three Rivers Regiment, Active Service Force War Diaries, 1948/Mecember, Library and Archives Canada
(LAC) (hereafter abbreviated as TRR WD).

7 CaptainJ.A. Porter,Department of National DefendBirectorate of History and Heritage, Canadian
Military Headquarters reports 1940948, issue #1650perations of 1 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn Armd Bde in Italy, 25
Nov 43- 4 Jan 44. http://www.cmpcpm.forces.gc.ca/dhtthp/his/reprap/doc/cmhg/CMHEL65.pdf.,27 November
1946.,pp.803. Thi s wi | | b BNDrDélfl EMHQepbrts19d401%48&® fi hr oughout t he t hesi

8 Colonel C.P. Stacefl;he Canadian Army 1938945: An Official Historical SummarfDttawa: The King's
Printer, 1948), pp. 12124
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http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/dhh-dhp/his/rep-rap/cmhqrd-drqgmc-eng.asp?txtType=2&RfId=165
http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/dhh-dhp/his/rep-rap/cmhqrd-drqgmc-eng.asp?txtType=2&RfId=165
http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/dhh-dhp/his/rep-rap/cmhqrd-drqgmc-eng.asp?txtType=2&RfId=165

reaching multivolumeOfficial History of the Canadian Army in the Second World War
TheentireVolume 2: The Canadians in Italguthored by.ieutenantColonel G.W.L.
Nicholsoncovers the Canadian experience from Sicily in 1943 through to the last
actionsin the Po Valley in 1945This volumebuilds on theCMHQ repors, including
#165produced byPorter and othdmistorical officersattached to units in the field
Nicholsontherefore wrote at the head of a large teamrtiede extensive use of both
German and Canadian unit war diarigbied documentsindividual accounts from
personnel involved in the battle, historical reports, intelligence summaries, newspaper
reports ad lessons learned documents. More importantly, Nicholson's workaefime
compressethe CMHQ report draftsNicholson's finished product added significantly
to Porter's preliminary research on eventaridaround Ortona in December 1943s
a reslt Porterand Nicholson's groungreakingresearch became central references for
themajority of follow~on historianécontributiongo the history of Ortona. Another
component to the Official History project wiaed Whitcombe and Blair Gilmourkhe
Pictorial History of Canada’'s Army Overseas 19B¥5 includingphotosshot by
official photographers travelling with units during the war. The volume indlude
fourteenpages oflramaticphotos on Ortona i&df, some of which became famous and
often reusedh latter histories, whil®thesisthat have rarely been published sidte

Three more resources that helped solidify the foundational history of Ortona were
the regimental histories of the two infantry units and the corps history for the Royal

Canadian Enigeers that participated in the fight, all commissioned by unit and branch

9 LieutenantColonel G.W.L. NicholsonQfficial History of the Canadian Army in ticond World War
Volume 2: The Canadians in ltg@ttawa: Queen's Printer and Controller of Stationary, 1956), pe3324

10 Fred Whitcombe and Blair GilmouFhe Pictorial History of Canada's Army Overseas 19945
(Montreal: Whitcombe, Gilmour ando., 1947), pp. 16215. | ensured to include the rarely seen photos in this
thesis.
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veterans associationé City at War: The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (3 PP@iltl}ten

by LieutenariColonel (Retired) G.R. Stevens also followed a similar line of inquiry
establishedby Porter and Nicholson, but focused especially orfitlogal Eddies) their
weapons tactics and their soldiers' individual accomplishments in thie-day fight.
Regimental histories have mandates to record the unique experience of their surviving
members and to promote knowledge and pride within those who serve iuitiigse

after the war.Stevens blends individual company accomplishments along with those
individual, daring actions that allowed for theyal Eddies to defeat the Germahs
Reginald Roy'§ he Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, 191965achieves the same

intent, blending individual companies/platoons and their actions/perseverance with
stories of individual soldiers and their accomplishments, extensively using records from
i He Seaforth® archives and personal interviews with personnel who participatbe in
battle. Roy candidly admits that the remainder of the chapter is a descriptive montage in
which actions are taken out of sequence due to the urban fighting being cgnfusing
complex and relatively new for the SeaforthsThe most important contribion for

both is the inclusion of more veterans voices and perspectives based on interview
testimony and letters about those two infantry battalidriee History of the Corps of

Royal Canadian Engineers, Volumei&cusses this branch just before, during and just

after the Second World War, with the majority of the details obviously focused on the

11 G.R.StevensA City at War: The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (3 PPCE#monton:Edmonton Regiment
Associates/Charters Publishing Company, 1964), pp2820

12 Reginald H.Roy, The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, 199B5(Vancouver: Evergreen Press, 1969),
pp. 257278.
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war i tself. T he eproper areonmly disbussediiftwor t s i n
paragraphs?

Overall, the official andommissioned unit studies published shortly after the war
built a foundation of understanding about the urban battle in Ortdmawar diaries,
official histories, and the regimental histories introduced specific issues and questions
that shaped how lat historians would add to the discussion. In the latter part of the
20th century the story of Ortona grew as other contributions from a number of different
sources deepened historical knowledge of the event. Each new contributor added a
unique perspecte and/or analysis and broadened the range of inquiry into the subject.

Building the Structure (1946-1999):
Evewitness Accounts, Individual Research Projects, General Histories

The body of historical writing about Ortona was especially enrichesbloyers,
journalists and a weknown Canadian war artist who were immersed in or close to the
action and added their eyewitness observations to the rééo@imadian Press
correspondent Robert Ross Munro was one of the first to publish a book on his
experiences covering the war@auntlet to Overlord: The Story of the Canadian Army
His three pages on Ortona capture highlights of the battle much like a newspaper
article!® Canadian war artist Major Charles Comfort's experiences in recording the war
through painting and sketches is detailed in his own Bab&t at War Comfort was
not only a visual artist but a talented creative writer as wdter overhearing the battle

from south of the town and discussing it with survivors, he wrote alnoesicp

13 Colonel A.J. Kerry and Major W.A. McDillThe History of The Corps of Royal Canadian Engineers
(Ottawa/Toronto: Thorn Press, 1966), pp9-160.
14 1n keeping with the format of this historiography, the resources are discussed in chronological order.

15 RossMunro, Gauntlet to Overlord: The Story of the Canadian Afifigronto: The MacMillian Company
of Canada Limited, 1946), pp. 4869.
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descriptions of the violence which are vivid and moving. Comfort's main occupation as
an official war artist resulted in several Orteggecific paintings contained in the
official history and his own bookThese images constitute a visually striki
representative record of the Canadian urban combat experience and the destruction
within the townt®
The Loyal Eddies and Seaforths conducted the main infantry fight in Ortona,
however the ? Canadian Infantry Brigade to which they belonged contained a third
infantry battalion, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infariiijne Patricia@were
heavily engaged during the fighting at #ero river andThe Gully earlier in the month
andthusddpoyed as the brigadeds firm b%ase and
Canadian I nfantry Brigade operating to the
They were not dispatched to take over the urban fight uBilezember 1943 after the
Germansad withdrawrt! Personal accounts of what the Patricias were doing during
that time are not very well known. However, T.J. Allen recounts his experiences at
Ortona in aMaclean'smagazine article entitled "The Guns of Christmas" when he
joined the Patdias as a platoon commander the day before Christmas 1943, and to have
a Patricia at Ortona during the fight provides a unique perspégtiveaddition to the
sol diersd voi ces c aRedaders Rgesiublisheduarsubstantiali st or i e
two-volume compilation based on Second World War articles anéwargburnalism.
The series includes dapter entitledOrtona: little Stalingradin The Canadians at

War 1939/45, Volume 2ising the existing narrative but relied multiple, lengthy

16 CharlesComfort, Artist at War(Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1956)). The striking paintings that are
Ortonaspecificand a coupl e of Comf or t Geincluded thrbughautthistlesie at i ve wr it

17 porter,DND DHH CMHQ reports 1940948 p. 90, para. 259.

18T J.Allen, "The Guns of ChristmasMaclLean'smagazine, 14 December 1964, pp-25and 49%61.
http://archive.macleans.ca/article/1964/12/148hesof-christmas
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eyewitness statemerftom soldiers and journalists who participated in several key
eventsof the battle makingit a valued work on the fighting within the tovh

After the first wave of official, regimental and eyewitness accounts in the 1950s
and1960snot much new was produced about the battle for several decadesinTihen,
1990s, a number of historians, participants, authors and educators came forward in a
new wave of interest, some of which was tied to the 1993aB@iversary.In the early
199Gs the British Defence Film Library produced a thpagt series on urban operations
as part of their professional development progr&nghting in Built Up Areas 1939
1945, Part 2, Ortonas a 30minute video discussing and-eaacting Second World
War basic infantry tactics in the urban environment. The documentary features the
urban battle of Ortona through interviews with several veteran Canadian officEns.
film includes colour shots of Ortona in the early 1990s to illustrate its urban geography,
and also uses graphics and maps to trace the complex movement of Canadian units
through Ortona. The documentary is particularly valuable for the interviewsheith
Canadian participants.

Around the same time, Colonel Syd Thomson contribatsdortfour-pagearticle
(two of which are photogntitled"Christmas in Ortona Italy 1943" i@anadian
Military History discussing variouaspects of the battfeom his personal point of view

as the commanding officer of the Seaforths. His eyewitness testimiofigrced the

19 Reader's Digesfhe Canadians at War 1939/45, Volum@®rkham: The Reader's Digest Association
(Canada) Ltd. 1969), pp. 3&Y3.

20 Major James Stone, Lieutenant James Dougan, amtelnignt Alon M. Johnson from the Loyal Eddies;
LieutenantColonel Syd Thomson and Lieutenant S. Lynch from the Seaforths.

21 British Defence Film Library.Fighting in Built Up Areas 1932945, Part 2, OrtonBritain: Ministry of

Defence, 1991)Her eaf t er referred to in the footnotes as AnABDFL.

and documentary films that feature interviews with Canadian and German veterans and civilians involved at Ortona

and excell ent combat footage from the battle | ocated
Canadi an Army Newsreel fi Bé&Gtatzled t ®f6 sOrMtBan a,| & tofe OB iothiah a

fiThe Battbe of Ortona
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existing narrative discussed in very short paragraphs throughdimomson was not the
only veteran officer to write about his experience at Ortona in the 1990s. It is difficult
and therefore rare to see military history written from the enemy's point of view.
However, German combat engineer Carl Bayerlein's accoums prticipation in the
battle was acquired by the Canadian War Museum, translated and published, thus adding
a critical German voice to the historical discussitifarachute Engineers in Combat,
Ortona 1943: A German Perspectiwe'Canadian Military Hstory consists of a daiy-
day diary account and a longer reflective summary compiled in the 1990s. Bayerlein
discussed the initial German defence preparation engineering tasks and thefollow
observations about the Canadian reaction to overcome pdepastacles, explosive
traps, and demolitions. Bayerlein also wrote of the trials his comrades faced throughout
the fight?® Although few in number, these participant accounts are invaluable to
understanding this complex historical event from multiplesjpectives.

Shaun Brown's article "The Rock of Accomplishment: The Loyal Edmonton
Regiment at Ortona" i€anadian Military Historywas based on his MA thesis about
this regiment in the last three years of the war. Brown revealed how Nicholson, Stevens
and Roy's works are essential for study. While some of the essay reinforces the existing
narrative, he also introduced new interviews with soldiers from the Loyal Eddies

conducted for the 4Danniversary in 1983, making this a valuable contributfon.

22 Colonel S.W. Thomson, "Christmas in Ortona Italy 1943anadian Military History Volume 2, Number
2 (Waterloo: Laurier Centre for Military, Strategic and Disarmament Studies, 1993);23p 24
23 Carl Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 1943: A German Perspective,” trans. by Alex
MacQuarrie, edited by Dean F. OliveCanadian Military History Volume 8, Number 4 (Waterloo: Laurier Centre
for Military Strategic and Disarmament StudieS99), pp. 4750. Bayerlein is interviewed extensively in Edoardo di
Pierrods AThe Battle of Ortonad documentary which can
24 Shaun R.G. Brown, "The Rock of Accomplishment: The Loyal Edmonton Regiment at.O&anadian
Military History, Volume 2, Number 2 (Waterloo: Laurier Centre for Military Strategic and Disarmament Studies,
1993), pp. 123.
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The question of Ortona'’s civilians was first addressed by the Canadian official
history team and is discussed in following works. However, one of the earliest projects
to focus ortheplight of Ortona's civiliansand translated into English came fr@avero
Di Tullio, an arditect, artist andhigh school teacher in Ortona in the 198be
employed the existing Canadian histories alongside Italian secondary sources and
extensive interviews witlrtora 0 isiliarc survivors. These came together in a graphic
novel thatdetails the horrifying events that Ortona's civilians were subjecteedause
of the battle. Hid943: The Road to Ortona by no means a children's comic book, as
Di Tullio's artistry and narrativeonveyhow the violencéouched the livesf thousands
of Italian citizens most of whom and their families are named inwlek - who
remained irand-around Ortona as the battle passed thrédigh

The 1990s also saw a broader wave of hi
World War experience in Europe, as well as on the Itaanpaign One of the most
important and influential of those is Daniel Dancodki® DDay Dodgers: The
Canadians in kly, 19431945,the first onevolume Canadian participation history of
the Italian campaign since Nicholson. He relies on the established narrative established
by the participants and official histories describbdve butddeda large number of
other sairces including books written by participants and articles ffbmMaple Leaf
the official Canadian Army's newspaper. It is especially valuable due to the number of

personal interviews Dancocks conducted with Ortona vetéfans

25 Saverio Di Tullio,1943: The Road to Ortor@ttawa: Legas Publishing, 1998), pp-28

26 Daniel DancocksThe DDay Dodgers: The Canadians in ltaly, 194845(Toronto: McClelland and
Stewart Inc, 1991), pp. 18886. Danc o c k s 6 s t-ly-tag diseusdion dnAhe Iohtle/is impossible to
writeéd was the fAchal |l amgeselfavcen weprere disdussing on here toVécus mys o r
efforts with this thesis.
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One of the recurring quigsns surrounding the battle of Ortona concerns the
leadership of Canadian officers. A chapter in GranatsteiésGenerals: The Canadian
Army's Senior Commanders in the Second World Watan extensive interview
between Dr. W.J. McAndrew and Breret@neenhous with General Bertram
Hoffmeister, General Chris Vokes' papers and a separate Greenhous article. The work
included a chapter assessing Canadian Infantry Division's commander Mafgeneral
Vokes and 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade's commandeigBdier Hoffmeister,
particularly during the Ortona fightirtg. David J. BercusdaMaple Leaf Against The
Axis: Canada's Second World Wapresents a string of popular general histories of
Canadads whole Second Worrésponséimpopuakx per i ence
interest, again kindled by BGnniversary commemorationt. mixed the timeline
between Ortona and earlier everatsd recycld the same sources and ideas sited above.
The one noteworthy addition is the debatable pibiait the bate should not have been
fought at all, and when it was fought it was done so for the wrong réadary Copp
with Richard Nielse@d bookNo Price Too High: Canadians and the Second World War
had two quick pages of narrative on Ortona borrowed prinlyigedm Nicholson and,
countering Greenhous and Bercuson, regavehy Ortona had to be takéh.Bill

McAndrew andArt Global'sCanadians and the Italian Campaigsel the existing

27 J.L. GranatsteinThe Generals: The Canadian Army's Senior Commanders in the Second World War
(Toronto: Stoddart Publishing, 1993), p. 196.

28 David J. BercusorMaple Led Against The Axis: Canada's Second World \Waronto: Stoddart
Publishing, 1995), pp. 17277. Bercuson's argument was not an original idea, as Brereton Greenhous had originally
brought up the subject in an earlier article which will be discussed later in this historiography.

29 Terry Copp with Ritard NielsenNo Price Too High: Canadians and the Second World {Wéritby:
McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited, 1996), pp. 13237.
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narrative but adeéda number okyewitness account®t seen irother works that nde
the book valuablé®

Strengthening the Structure (19882008

The Canadian War Museum's "Canadian Battle Series" had writer Fred Gaffen
produceOrtona: Christmas 1943 The book's value is the number of personal
eyewitnesgestimonies from Major James Stone and Brigadier Bertram Hoffmeister and
photos provided within. Gaffen is one of the very few writers who also discussed the
events and operations that occurred in the town after the battle from January to March
19443 In 1989 BreretoiGreenhousdded one of the most influential new perspectives
on the subject and a sharp critique on the decision to fight in Ortona with his article
"Would It Not Have Been Better to Bypass Ortona Completely...?" A Canadian
Christmas,'in Canadian Defence Quarterlyolume 18, Issue 5. As expected from the
article's title, Greenhous discudgbe tremendous sacrifices of Canadian troopanith
around Ortona and argtighat given the circumstances the town should have been
bypassed completely. He explicitlydahe fault for not bypassing Ortona, and for the
unimaginative, costly and continue "battering ram" operations th&t Canadian
Infantry Division performed against the German defenders throughout December 1943
at the feet of the division's commander, Ma@eneral Chris Voke¥. Gr eenhous 6
critique dd not consider the wider Alliedecisions that committed'Canadian Infantry

Division to operations wandaround Ortona.

30 Bjll McAndrew and Art GlobalCanadians and the Italian Campai@¢Montreal: Editions Art Global Inc.,
1996), pp. 5B4.

31 FredGaffen,Canadian Battle Series: Ortona Christmas 19@8awa: Balmuir Book Publishing Ltd,
1988), pp. 4.

32 BrertonGreenhous, "'Would It Not Have Been Better to Bypass Ortona Completely...?" A Canadian
Christmas, 1943,Canadian Defence Quarterly/olume 18, Issue 5, April 1989, pp.-55.
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This broad foundation of historical writing made it near inevitable that a historian
would gather and synthesize these resources from across the decades areqnedi
the most detailed accounts of the battle. Mark Zueh@etsna: Canada's Epic World
War Il Battleemploys almost all of the resources discussed above and more, including
dozens of new interviews with veterans and correspondence. What makésZue
wor k stand out is that his is the only ful
December 1943 story of the actions atMh@o river, The Gully and in Ortona itself. It
is therefore the richest detailed work on the subject, despite the min@ndesiwith
some of the details and the analySis.
One of the most recent scholarly treatments of the subjit Goodersos
article "Assimilating Urban Battle Experiene@ he Canadians at Ortona" @anadian
Military Journal, Winter2007#2008 Gooderson reviews familiar ground introduced by
past historians and official sources. Goo
he repackages the story for an audience of modern soldiers, centveshtythree
lessons learned by tliganadians at Ortona that remain relevant to the profession of

arms today’

New Additions Since 1999

Severalworks that have been published since Zuehlke have added new elements to
historical knowledge of the battle. While previous works focused on fietin and
armoured troops in Ortona, other supporting elements including combat engineers and

artillery which were central to the outcomélike Calnan and Doug Knight as editors

33Mark ZuehlkeOr t ona: Canadads Eancouvé/oDouglds &Weintyrd, 1999B@pt t | e
249-348.

34 lan Gooderson Assimilating Urban Battle Experiened he Canadians at Ortona;anadianMilitary
Journal Winter 20072008 (Kingston: Canadian Defence Academy, 2008), p.3%64
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of the regimental history dfhe History of 1st AnfTank Regiment, Royala@adian
Artillery, From 5 September 1939 to 31 July 1945, World Wanttbducel "K" and "L"
troops of thedOth antitank battery in Ortona. Aiese two troops were engaged in close
support of the infantrysing6-pounderand 17poundergunsto take on occupiedouses
and enemygstrongpoints®

J.L. Granatstein and Norman Hillmeaicle "'There Are No Trenches: At
Ortona, December 194@Gregory ClarK in Battle Lines: Eyewitness Accounts from
Canada's Military Historyhad bothselecting a 10 January 1944 newspaper armicle
this Toronto Starjournalist He interviewed Capt John Heller, the medical officer for
The Royal Canadian Regiment in the Sicily and Italian campaign, as well as other
veterangluringthe battle His main themeconcerned iman endurance and how
soldiers were treated for the effects of leattt does not feel "Ortongpecific’ even
though the personnel interviewed are discussing the human endurance needed to fight in
Ortona. Given the topic it is a unique addition to thistory of the battlé®

Brigadier BertranHoffmeister's leadership as the commander'd€2nadian
Infantry Brigade are discussed by Douglas Delaney in two bobks.Soldiers'
General: Bert Hoffmeister at Waises ananyinterviews withfiHoffy @nd a number of
other personnel involved in thayfiting, war diaries, intelligence summaries, official
documents and Zuehlke to discuss Hoffmeister's activities during the battle, the
challenges he and the units faced, his frequent visits to the frontlines, visit to a field

hospital and discussions thabffmeister had with various personnel on various issues

35 Mike Calnan and Doug Knight, ed3he History of 1st AnfTank Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery,
From 5 September 1939 to 31 July 1945, World Wéellised edion, 2004, pp. 1819.

36 J.L. Granatstein, and Norman Hillmdattle Lines: Eyewitness Accounts from Canada's Military History
(Toronto: Thomas Allen Publishers, 2004), pp.-318.
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during the figh#’” A slightly amended version of this narrative which foclise
Hoffmeister's leadership during Ortona and using many of the same ressasces
Delaney's essadyWhen Leadership Rég Mattered: Bert Hoffmeister and Morale
During the Battle of Ortona, December 1948 Colonel Bernd Horn'intrepid
Warriors: Perspectives on Canadian Military Leadé¥s

The modern Canadian Armed Forces doctrinal madaaue Operations Urban
is dedicated to understanding all aspects of the urban battlespace, including principles,
fundamentals and planning for offensive, defensive, stability and sustainment operations
in urban areas. It include number of urban historical case studies from Ortona,
Grozny, Fallujah, H& Beirut, Suez and Belfast to reinforce urban operations doctrine
and | essons | earned. Li ke Godtikestablesldé s wor
narrative but repackagehe ideas for a modern professional military audience,
including reviewing the urban lessons learfied.

One of the most important works on new questioZashary David Cavasin's
Hai visto iCanadesi?: A study of tt&ocial Interactions between Canadian Soldiers and
Italian Civilians before, during, and after the Battle of Ortorighoroughly detailed,
Cavasin discussithe battlefrom bothsides butfocused particularlpn the posbattle
events and relationships tlanadians developed with the townspeople in the weeks

aftewards Cavasin travédd to Ortonato interviewelderly Italian citizens who

37 Douglas EDelaney,The Soldiers' General: Beroffmeister at Wa¢vancouver: UBC Press, 2005), pp.
100-105.
38 Colonel Bernd Horreditor, Intrepid Warriors: Perspectives on Canadian Military LeadgFsronto:
Canadian Defence Academy Press and The Dundurn Group, P0071),g1 as E. Del ashipReally A When Le
Mattered: Bert Hoffmeister and Mor afdpel39bd.r i ng t he Battl e
3% Department of National Defence (Canad&GL-322007/FR001 Unique OperationsUrban (Kingston:
Army Publishing Office, 2006 pp. 59. Hereafter referred to as DND (Canatlgique Operation$ Urban.
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survived the battle and integrated tHesthand knowledge ofvhat it was like to endure
thefighting thatragedaraund them an@bove their heds*®

G.C. (Christopher) Case's artiCl€rial by Fire: MajorGeneral Christopher Vokes
at the Battles of thBoro River and Ortona, December 1948 Canadian Military
History madethe argument that Vokes has been too easily criticized lyriaiss for his
handling of # Canadian Infantry Divisioat the battles of thiloro river, The Gully
and Ortona.This essay attemg@tlto prove that while Vokes did make errors in
judgement he nevertheless performed admirably as the division commander due to
constraints imposed Bxternal fators. Case challend€&reenhous, Bercuson and
Zuehlke in their attempts at blaming Vokes fas handling of the division sand
around Ortona, thus the essay edith this debate about Vokes in particutar.

Tim Cook's two volume series on Canada in the Second Worldwagithe most
recent synthesis and inclutla discussion on Ortona Trhe Necessy War: Canadians
Fighting the Second World War 193943, Volume .1 Cook adddimportant new
guotations from Canadian and German soldiers who fought in Ortona. El@ add
contributions from the Canadian Army Film and Photo unitadsgkith recording the
fighting in Ortona, and the effects of battle exhaustion as a result of the intensity of
combat, demonstrating the intensity of the fighting by ending with Colonel Strome

Galloway's experiences in The Royal Canadian Regififent

40 zachary DavidCavasinHai visto i Canadesi?: A study of the Social Interactions between Canadian
Soldiers and Italian Civilians before, during, and after the Battle of Or{@itawa: Faculty of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies, Department of History, Faculty of Arts, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, 2010128p. 1

41 G.C (Christopher) Case, "Trial by Fire: MajGeneral Christopher Vokes at the Battles of the Moro River
and Ortona, Dember 1943, Canadian Military History Volume 16, Issue 3Naterloo: Laurier Centre for Military
Strategic and Disarmament Studi2812), pp. 128.

42 Tim Cook, The Necessary War: Canadians Fighting the Second World WarTB88) Volume 1
(Toronto: Allen Lane Publishing, 2014), pp. 4057.
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David Halton'sDispatches from the Front: Matthew Halton, Canada's Voice at
War discussd the work of David's fatheCanadian war aoespondent Matthew Halton.
Very much in the same situation as GeaiComfort, the intensity of the violence kept
Halton out of the town for the initial days of the battle. When he moved into the town
safely just before Christmas he filed a number of reports for the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation which David discusge Halton includd personal letters from his father
Matthew to his mother Jean that revealed what he witnessed and endured in Ortona and
theywere both candid and emotiondfollowing in his father's footsteps, David had the
opportunity to interview botiCanadian and German veterans of Ortona and he irtlude
their statements in the narratite.

Adding to Calnan and Knight's work on the importance of thetank guns at
Ortona, Lee Windsor, Roger Sarty and Marc Milnedgal Gunners: 3rd Field Artillery
Regiment (The Loyal Company) and the History of New Brunswick's Artillery, 1893 to
2012adcded even more valuable information on Kand JTroops and their support to
the infantry andankunits in Ortona. Using artillery unit war diaries and gunner
interviews theravere new details provided on how the atatnk guns were used. As
well as discasing which troops supported which manoeuvre units;tamii gun tactics
and their positive effects in Ortona's urban figlete brought to light along with

soldiers who distinguished themselves during the bHttle.

43 David Halton,Dispatches from the Front: Matthew Halton, Canada's Voice at(Waonto: McClelland
and Stewart, 2014), pp. 1:292.

44 Lee Windsor, Roger Sarty and Mark Milnegyal Gunners: 3rd Field Artillery Regiment (The Loyal
Company) and the History of New Brunswick's Artillery, 1893 to 204sterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press,
2016), pp. 30812.
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Filling in the Cracks: Smaller Contributions on Ortona

Canadads national story at Ortona, howe\
Second World War, earned an honourable mention in a pair of key internationally
recognized works on the war in Italy, even if briefly. Dominick Graham &etf&d
Bidwell's bookTug of War- The Battle for Italy: 1943 945stands as one of the most
influential international volumes on the Italian campaign as a whole. Ortona and the
Canadian effort there featura a brief, complimentary sentente Fred Majdalany's
Cassino: Portrait of a Battlalso mentiordthe battle's challenges briefly with a
complimentary sentence about the Canadians at the other endzafdfaeline in
December 194%

Conclusion

From the 1940s to the 1960s, capable hists established a dominant narrative
about the battle of Ortona based on primary evidence. During that time and in the latter
decades of the 20th century and early years of the@itury eyewitnesses to the battle,
individual research projects andngeal histories reinforced the structure and added new
guestions and findings that further contributed knowledge about Ortona. For all the
work reviewed here, questions remain unanswered about the way the late December
urban battle in Ortona was conductdddeed, the late December urban portion of the
larger Mororiver campaign has always been the tired last section of works about Ortona.
Also, urban warfare studies of Ortona to date have been superficial and anecdotal.

There is more to discover abdhe practicacomplexitieschallenges, and tactics of this

45 Dominick Graham and Sttferd Bidwell, Tug of War- The Battle for Italy: 1943945(New York: St.
Martin's Press, 1986) p. 119.
46 Fred MajdalanyCassino: Portrait of a Bttle (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1957), pp3@9
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type of warfare That story lies buried in the alrms 29 Canadian Infantry Brigade
Groupbs effort to Iimpose | ogic and cohesio

as pure chaos.
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Chapter 21 Setting the Stage

Before embarking on any operation military commanders and their staff must
gather information and conduct a thorough analysis of the operating environment to
produce sound plans for success without undo [dhsse factorsriclude enemy and
friendly force size, activity, location, composition, tactics, equipment, habits, intent and
morale. They also include terrain, meteorology, time and space realities, and the
prospects for achieving surprise while ensuring secufitys assessment must be
completed while also considering the multitude of civilians,-government agencies
and media that will also be present. Historical inquiry into the late December Ortona
pre-battle analysis is scant, perhaps because historians agsinteaders are more
i nterested i n ftgHewever, thegevidemce foom thé tane $ugggshstthat o
Canadian commanders did not carefully consider the problem of where and what kind of
enemy they would next meet at or beyond Ortosfare advancing towards the
commanding road junction town on the Adriatic coast. That assessment was influenced
by the previous two hard weeks of combat for all%Canadian Infantry Division in
andaround theMoro river andThe Gully. Because thosghases of the battle are
recounted well elsewhere they will not feature extensively here except to demonstrate
how those events shaped what came next at Ortona. The German opponent, the
geographic and urban terrain at Ortona, and the Italian civiliaatisituwere some of
the factors that military leaders and future historians neglected to attatymeghly

when considering the | ooming struggle in

1A majority of the resources dhis unfortunately. Beginning with the foundational histories of the battle,
such as PorterBND DHH CMHQReportsupto-and i ncl uding the | atesTthe popul ar
Necessary Waa majority of theesource consulted andiscussed inChat er 16 s Hlisaugséin i ogr aphy
particulartheenemy geographic factora n d Or t o n with extremie brévityi a n s
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The Green Devils: The GermarFallschirmjager

As 2" Canadian Infantry Brigade took over the Allied advance up the Adriatic
coast in late December 1943, German paragcsfpr om Gener al Ri chard
German Parachute Division moved i@ Ortonaarea earlier in the month to reinforce
the shattere@0" Panzer Grenadier Division andcepae the towras a defensive
stronghold
German paratroopers, Ballschirmjager established a reputation for dedication
to Hitlerds Germany, good sol di ecapanity, a wi
for ruthlessness during the Second World WaA 15'Canadian Infantry Division
interrogation report placed German paraterspn two categories: the "good type and
the better type." The former were the young men who had joined for adventure. The
latter were combat veterans from the various campaigns they had participated in
throughout the war:

"Those men knew what the scamas and their discipline, morale and 'security' are
excellent. Itis no wonder that they are the 'picked tps (troops)' and sent to whichever
sector of the front needs strengthening. It is also interesting to hear the
condescending way in which the pdratists talk about the inf (infantry), 'they
always mess things up, and we, the parachutists have to straighten them out again.'
This, then is the better type and the type which does not takspective of their
knowledge. And they too are the tpsigthhave been put into the line to stem the

adv (advance) of our Div (Division}."

The invasions of Poland, Norway, France, the Netherlands, Greece, Crete, the

Soviet Union; and the campaigns in North Africa, Italy and Northwest Europe all

2 TheFallschirmjagerwere not without their faults. There were times throughout the war when they
behaved like th&Sand theWaffenSS murdering innocent civilians or prisoners of war. Nicholson notes in the
Official History on pp. 231232 that thé-allschirmjagerhad executed 17 male civilians before retreating from the
village of Rionero in the Upper Sangro, this eventbdings cover ed by the Princess Patrioc
when they entered the village 26 September 1943.
3 Porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsAppendix D, as quoted in McAndrew and Glol@4nadians and he
Italian Campaignpp. 7879.
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involved Fallschirmjagersoldiers* Their reputation as hard fighters throughout those
daring anctostly operations earned them the nickname "the Green Devils."

The 1%t FallschirmjagerDivision formed in the early spring of 1943 from
survivors of the veterarf™Division and new young recruit§ he Division included the
15t 39and 4" ParachutdRegiments with three battalions each, supported by an artillery
regiment, an antaircraft artillery battalion, a machine gun battaliofadischirm
Pionier (engineer) battalion, signals, and aatk units® The division deployed to the
Mediterranean area in July 1943 as part of the German response to the Allied assault
first on Sicily and then on the Italian mainlanthey remained an important part of the
German defence in Italy at the critical point in tda@npaign during the winter of 1943.
If Rome fell to the Allies there would be severe political, military, economic, social and
psychological ramifications that would give an obvious enormous advantage to the
Allies and a blow to the German$o preventheir enemies from taking this all
important city, the Germans took advantage of Italy's geography that favoured the
defender. Italy'sentral Apennine mountain spine throws numerous spurs east and west
towards the Adriatic and Mediterranean. Betweesealgpursrivers cut deep valleys
out to the sea. Rivers, spurs and mountain spines together offer a succession of
defensible lines at close intervalEhe main highways follow the more populated
coastal strip which is dominated by the spurs aboVae Germans created a continuous

series of defensive lines and battle positions in soettiral Italy intended to delay and

4 Many of the German paratroopers that fought at Ortona were veterans of the Crete and Sicily campaigns in
particular. With regards to the Sicily campaign they had been brought in as a reserve to bolster the existing axis
formations after the Allies had iaded the island and pushed northwards towards Catedidy of 1943. Cook, The
Necessary \&f, p. 406; D'EsteBitter Victory, p. 312.

5 According to German historian Helmut Wilhelmsmeyer, himself a veteran paratrooper, this nickname was
giventotheGeman par atroopers by SiBitter Witoryp.t356n Chur chi | | . DO Est

6 D'Este,Bitter Victory, p. 353 and p. 382.

7 JohnKeegan,The Second World WéNew York: Penguin Books, 198%. 352.
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grind away at the Allies as they fought their way northwards towards Rome from
October to December 1943. In October Hitler instru€tett Marshal Albert
Kesselring, German commander of all Axis forces in the Mediterrgh&mpstablish
theGustavLine as a crossountry defensive position across the narrowest part of Italy
from Gaeta on the Tyrrhenian Sea to Ortona on the AdPiaTibe other defensive lines
in the south were only meant to delay the Allies and buy time so thGustavLine
could be constructed by combining natural terrain with manmade obstatiss.
defensive line would hold the Allies south of Rome and prewgapture.Ortona and
the ground around it became the eastern anchor @ubktavLine and would prevent
the Allies from getting to Pescara, with its connecting mountain passes tovitoche
would allow the Allies to flank the city

The PF'FallschirmjagerDivision's commander Lieutena@eneral Richard
Heidrich'® assumed responsibility of the far eastern coastal section GustavLine
and to begin its defence of Ortona in particular on 19 Decemberi938rmantroops
had actuallyoac pi ed Ortona since |1t al yheysdessayedr e nde
the town's harbour facilities and prosecuted or evicted most of the town's civilians at the
end of November 1943 after British, Indian and Canadian forces breached the initial
GustavLine defensive zone along tBangroriver. German troops rounded up male

civilians who remained behind for forced labour, and began converting the town into a

8 Oberbefehlshaber Sudbbreviated t@©B South D'Este Bitter Victory, p. 192.
9 Graham and BidwellTug of Way p. 104.
10 Heidrich was a veteran parachutist who had been a paratrooper since 1936. He had parachuted into Crete as
a regimental commander and had fought at Leningrad. $géfaced, blunjawed, softspoken and a cigar
smoker, his able leadership of tHéFRallschirmjagerDivision had the Allies recognizing the unit as one of the very
best divisions in th&Vehrmacht D'Este Bitter Victory, p. 353.
1 The divisionwasrushed to the location after the German defeats @ahgroRiver, Moro river andThe
Gully that destroyethoth the65th Infantry Division anthe 90th Panzer Grenadi8ivison. Nicholson,Official
History, pp. 116 and 320.
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defensive stronghold ar@ustaviLine strongpoint by the time the paratroopers arrived in
early December?

The 29 Battalion of the 8 Parachute Regimeittitially deployed into Ortona
first.’® Asthe month wore on and t8@th PanzerGrenadierDivision lost control of the
Moro river andThe Gully, more units frorthe 15 FallschirmjagerDivision were
committed to stabilize th@ustavLine in the Ortona arealhe remainder athe
division's units weren position between the coast and Tollo, covefsag Tommaso,
San Nicola and Villa Grandandthe divisional reserve wasduced to &ingle infantry
company at Tollatself.*4

The German concept of operations had as its intent to halt the Canadian advance
up the coastal Highway 16 by making a carefully planned defensive stand in Ortona.
West of the town prepared defences were also created or retained as pa@usitdve
Line which barred any Canadian attempt to isolate or bypass the town. The German
scheme of manoeuvre inside Ortona was to hold a line of forward positions to delay the
Canadian approach into the southern outskirts, after which the defenders would
withdraw intothe heart of the town. Once the Canadians were committed, they would
be lured into the central part of Ortondne German main defensive arda that end
the Germans blocked the smaller narrower streets in the south end with obstacles,
hoping to canate the Canadians down the main highway via a misleading path of least

resistance towards the downtopiazz (squares) and vital intersections. The German

12Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 4447; CavasinHai visto i Canade$} p. 22.

13 The 29 Battalion of the 8 Parachute Regiment was commanded by a Captain Liebs@pesations in the
Urban EnvironmentAFM Volume 2, Part 5, p. -5. As discussed later in this thesis, theBattalion of the %
Parachute Regiment eventually conducted a riliplace on 24 December 1943 in order to continue the fighting
against the Canadians within Ortona.

14 Nicholson,Official History, p. 328.
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main effort would be to destroy as many Canadians as possible in order to stop the
advance towardhe north end of the town, with the endstate having achieved the halting
of the overall advance 4andaround Ortona, thus assisting in a small part the overall
German strategic and operational intent of stopping the Allies before Ruine
preventing the Aies from getting to Pescara, with its connecting mountain passes
leading to the city®

The Germans turned thiyé main piazz in Ortonainto killing zones threeof
which controlled the main highway route through toWiThe Germans deployed a
myriad ofweaponsn-andaround the surroumyg buildingsto cut down anyone who
dared traverse thgpen space of th@iazz. The Germanglanned tause thepiazza
killing zonesintegrated with strongkgonstructed defenddalildings,plenty of
demolitions, a wealth of weaponry, and tactics specific to paratrooper docthak: ttee

Canadiaradvance The Germamission wasd destroy as many Canadians as possible

15porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 86, para246. Modern urban operations doctrine was not created in
the Second World War, but was developed through decades of urban operations experiences throughdat the mid
late 20th Century and early 21st Century. While both the Germans and the Canackasisweelisly not using
modern urban operations doctrine at .00r tlowna,het teays eweorfe trh
defence, theplannedo conduct a perimeter force battle on the edge of its area of responsibility. The goal of this
perimeter force is to identify the enemy axis of advance, its strengths, its intentions and main effort, destroy enemy
reconnaissance and investment forcestrdy assault forces in assembly areas and forming up points, cover obstacles
and destroy opportune command targets. The next stage is the disruption force battle, where a military force
purposely withdraws through a series of buildings and positiongghrits area of responsibility, causing enemy
attrition, delaying and disrupting the enemy assault, drawing the enemy into the main defensive area (MDA) kill zone
(K2), and confusing the enemy by disguising the layout of the defence. The main defezssivassa military force
defending localities with mutually supporting strong points focused around a main killing area. This is where the
military force wants to stop the advancing enemy and ensure the most amount of destruction of that enemy force. All
of the urban operations planning and tactics that are discussedthesigre derived from two sources: Department
of National Defence (Canada);BL-322-008/FR0O01 A Tactical Guide to Urban Operatioifgingston: Army
Publishing Office, 2010) pp-4 to 45 (offensive) and & to 66 (defensive); antllATO Standard, ATR9, Urban
Tactics(Brussells: NATO Standardization Office, 2016), pid tb 413 (offensive) and-47 to 419 (defensive).
Both of these documents go into great detail with regartisetstages and schemes of manoeuvre, including more
thorough definitions, planning considerations and tasks, making it easier for commanders to plan offensive and/or
defensive urban operations.

16 Nicholson,Official History, p. 325; GoodersoriAssimilating Urban Battle Experience, p. 65 . The
highway was critical as it was the main axis of advance, operational and logistical route for the enfitety of 1
Canadian Infantry Division, meaning the road had to be controll¢deb@anadians if they wanted to advance north.
Ortona had to be taken in order for the division to advance northwards.
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to stop the advanade-andaround Ortona, thuschievingthe largerGerman stratggof
stopping the Allies before Ronadong theGustavLine.r’

GermanWehrmachengineer units that had been in Ortona for several weeks
before theFallschirmjagerarrivedhadalreadylaid antitank and antpersonnel mines
on the roads and open areas between the harbour and th&tese minefields
combined with the high cliffand the waterfronon the east side of the townotected
the approachesom that directiort® TheFallschirm-Pionier expanded the defensive
preparations witldlemolitionsmuchrubble, boobytrapping andnoremine-laying.

That includedblocking narrower ox cartwidth streetgo force the Canadians down the
mainroads To block those streetse Fallschirm-Pionier blew downcorners of
houses, entire houseor even lines of houses with explosivegating heaps of
rubble!® Most ofthe rubble piles were #®-15 feet highand made it impossible for
tanksto climb over or manoeuvre around tfaggedpiles of concrete anghasonry?®

The rubbléatself was liberally sow with Teller antitank mines, anfpersonnel "S"
mines, Italian woden box mines and booby trapmncealed in the dust and bricks,
waiting for any Canadian troops that might try to move or climb over the rébdlee
Teller mines within theubblepileswereattachedo remote cordsnabling a concealed
paratrooper tolow the chargérom a safe distanoghen their #ackers approaeu.
Seven seconds later a devastating explosion could be amplified by the sympathetic

detonation of other Teller miné$. The high piles of rubblalsoblocked Canadian

17DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, pp. 5-6.

18 Carl Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona,1@&hadianMilitary History, p. 49;
Gooderson,Assimilating Urban Battle ExperienceCanadian Military Journalp. 66.

19 Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 1@hadian Military Historyp. 47.

20Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 263.

21 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 6; Poter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 87, para. 250;
Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 258.

22 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencey’ 66; ZuehlkeQrtona, p. 258.
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observatiordown the narrow lanesAnyone whoattempted to climb the piles to see

over them would either initiate the booby traps and/or be exposed to German small arms

fire.Z2 Many buildings which would allow the Canadians to overlttkGerman

defercesor which might offer cover for the attacker were also destroyed, or had the

front walls demolished to expose their interiors to fire from across the %lreet.
TheFallschirm-Pionier placeddelayed charges unoccupied houses with timed

fuses, set to explode when the Canadiansed inside fiBooby traps 6 or expl osi v

trapswere also emplaced frequently. The sinspleas a tripwire attached to the

standard Germastielhandgranate 2 st i ¢ k 0 gtrlesedaabrs, darkered

doorway entrances or stairwayise wirelow enough not to be seen but high enough to

betriggeredby an opening door or pulled by a boot. The Canadians would soon become

wary of breakng into buildings by entering or smashing in exdedoors with rifle butts

or by kicking them in, and it soon became clear that the onenatdg enter a building

was through the obvious do®: Mines, discarded German weapons, map/document

cases, and full wine bottles were similarly rigged with wiges and explosives

targeting anyonattempting to disarm the miser hunting forsouvenirs® The

Germanslso ecognked thaindoor plumbing would battractive to @nadian soldiers

who had been without such facilities for weeks

"The preferred device was the toilet flush chain, which when pulled set off the
igniter whereupon the wetloncealed and placed charge exploded. Consequently

23 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencey’ 65.

24 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 5.

2 Thestielnandgranate 2#& more commonly known as the "potato masher" due tieign Reader's
Digest, The Tools of War 1939/4Fhe Reader's Digest Association (Canada) Ltd., 1969), p. 32; Gooderson,
"Assimilating Urban Battle Experien¢ep. 66.

26 GoodersonAssimilating Urban Battle Experieneelhe Canadians at Ortongp.' 66. In one case, a soldier
from theSeaforths thought he had been given a gift on Christmas Day when upon entering a house he saw a German
knife in a jar with grains of loose wheat sitting in plain view on a windowsill. When he went to reach for it he was
stopped by his commander, Privat@é&st "Smoky" Smith a future Victoria Cross winnemwho after receiving a
look of disgust from his subordinate promptly pushed the jar out of the window. It exploded outside due to a grenade
being hidden inside of.itZuehlke,Ortona p. 323.
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there were several detonations which we ourselves did not directly set off, in houses
that had beenrgered either by the enemy or by Italian civilians, who found their
deaths in this way?"

A.J. Rudd a platoon commander with the Loyal Eddiealled "They (the
Germans) set up some fiadass booby traps. You might see a nice bible or piece of
stain glass lying about a house. Items like these were usually connected to at least a
pound of explosive. This certainly discouraged lootif{g."

As theFallschirm-Pionier compleedtheir tasksFallschirmjagerworked
concurrently tacompliment the work done by the enginee@stona’s narrow yet
strongly-built stone brick and masonrpuildingswere sometimeseveral hundred years
old and ofterstoodshouldefto-shoulder in theentral and northern portion of the town,
creating a reagnade chain ofortified strongpoints.Inside these stout houses the
Germans positiced troops andmall arms to fire along the streets and intogiae 2.

The general arrangememteludedMaschinenpistolen 3§MP 38 a submachine gun),

rifles and padto masher grenades on the main fldédiP, 38s light and medium machine
gunsand grenades on the second floor; and an assortment of small arms and grenades on
upper floors® Normally aMG 42machine gurposition was supported by two to three
riflemen forlocal protectiort® Othermarksmen or snipemserepositioned on the top

floors or rooftops of buildingd: German demolitions and later battle damimgthe
tightly-packed urban space offerethrksmen and snipers a myriad of good positions to

conceal hemselves? Positions on the main, second and some of the upper floors were

27 Bayetein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 19@3fiadian Military Historyp. 49.
2%Brown,i The Rock of Aclé.ompli shment,hk 0

29 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, pp. 56.

30 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 264.

31 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 6.

32 Gooderson’Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencey” 67.
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located in such a way that allowed for multipl@ischirmjagerteams to engage the
Canadians with a heavy degree of small arms fire, and all positions had interlocking arcs
of fire with each otherGerman machine gwrews and riflememwere issued plenty of
grenades and were directed to fight stubborflizeGermais also preparetunnels,
underground passages, or small mouseholes between walls and blewsely hidden

by debris, rubble or furnitur@scovered advance and withdrawal routes throughout the
town. The Germansvere prepared tposition their weaponat the back of a room
covering the doors and windows or at the tops of stagegly forclose quarter combat
Their intent was to hol@ire disciplineuntil the Canadiangnteredhe room or the top of
astairwell before firing again to inflict the maxnum possible loss on the attacking
Canadias. Showers of grenadegere tofollow the bursts of small arnfge.3

Lieutenant K. McBride, a platoon commander with the Seaforth's B company reported:

"The enemy were very skillfully concealed...He...empbbyany substantial

building that offered a good field of fire. Every time we located an enemy
position we usually lost a man and, in most cases, our casualty received an entire
burst of machingyun fire. It was 'dirty’ fighting because every man was well

aware that before we found the next nest we would have another serious
casualty...In the larger buildings the enemy had large numbers of men but in the
normal position there would be a (machgun) supported by two or three rifle
shipers. The enemy fohgmagnificently even when their position was

hopeless 3

The rubble piles created by tRallschirm-Pionierwere always covered by the
multiple Fallschirmjagersmall arms fire positions from above, the front, and even the
rear,to fire onCanadian engineer soldieatempting taemove the mines or booby

traps within them, and to also prevent Canadian infantry troops or tanks from going over

33 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencegp. 6667.
34 Seaforth Archives, File December, 1943 Operations Accounts, "Comments on ®rtan#.M. McBride,
4 January 1944," as quoted in R@ye Seaforth Highlanderp. 264.
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the rubble piles thraselves® Windowsills or shelesin manyrooms contained
meticulously lineeup rows of ammunition magazines for the rifles and submachine
guns, and in the rooms' corners were stacks of cans containing loose ammunition,
additional potato masher grenadesadditional mines. If the Germarenlow on
ammunition during a firefight, they withdrew to the next buildimizere replenishment
munitions werestaged®® If the Canadians could clear the mines out of a rubble pile to
allow the tanks to drive over titg the Germanwere prepared tburl more mines into
the street ahead of them so as to pretark movementiown that street!

The German defence was layered veathumber of antiank weapons. The latest
manportable ones were simply engineered, rm@ssluced and as a result were
becoming more prevalent amongst German troops.Panheerfaustired a hollow
charge grenade angascapable of knocking out an Allied Sherman t&hKThe hoft
hohlladunghollow charge magnetic grenade and glass cherfiibad grenades were
also introduced into this battfé. Largerantitank guns, most being 50mMak 38s or
75mmPakfrom 90" PanzeiGrenadiemDivision, were attached to th&llschirmjager*°
Given that the overall demolition plan forced Canadian tanks to use the streets, some
Germanantitankguns were sited to fire down the main thoroughfaféey were
usually grouped in sections tfo-to-three gungo support each other. Others were kept
mobile so they could be rapidly shifted from streestreet. A few were cunningly sited

down narrow allegwhich crossed the main road to catch a Sherman tank in enfilade.

35 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 6.

36 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 331.

37 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencey” 67.

38 bid., p. 67.

39 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, pp. 6; PorterDND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 262 para 91

40 A 28/20mmGerlick AT gun and a 3.7mrRakwere also captured during the fighting. DND (Canada),
Unique Operations Urban, pp. 6.
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Some were sited close behind rubble piles to catch a tank's exposed undérside if
attempted to climb over the pile, and in two instaragstank gunsweredismantled
and reassembled upper floorgo fire over the rubble piles to strike Canadian Shermans
at a distancé!

All these careful German defence preparations utilize@-tenensional aspecif
the urban battlefield Attacking soldiers would have to worry about what lay in front of
them as well as above or below Ortona many of the buildings containgtdongly
built basements, cellars and tunnels that connected some buildingse structures
would take time and resources to clear but also served as safe places for German rest and
recuperation without fear of being struck by direct fire oatiflery and mortar fire
The Germansalso employed the particularly largadergroundailway tunnel that ran
eastto-west at the northern end of the town as part of the Sangro railway line that
surrounded Ortona on its western, northern and eastast$id he tunnel was used
frequentlyas shelter by both the Germans &rtbna's civiliansvho daringly chose to
remain close to their homes during the bdftl#he Germansised it as a base area for
reinforcementssustainment purposes arglaastagig area beforgoing into action. It
was alsa shelter and as a rest area for their tr@gkallowed then to move about
unmolested from the northwestern to the northeastern portionstoftheThus the
tunnel played a criticgdart in the fight becae it gave the Germans a place to
recuperate from the fightir. However,the Canadian attackersuld have tgplace

their forward troop$n destroyed or partialtgestroyed buildingwithout that same

41 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 6; GoodersoriAssimilating Urban Battle Experiencey’
66.

42 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. XX, map 4.

43 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 268.
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shelter from the dangeasto withdrawtheir entireunit to safer areas south would invite
the Germans to infiltrate back inppeviously cleareduildings. Thus if the Canadians
remained ifplace they became vulnerable to those infiltration tactics or German sniper
fire. Therefore, the railway tunnehge an advantage to the Germans in the battle of
Ortona that the Canadiad&l not have.
The Canadians had met German parateosipefore, in Sicily and southern Italy.
The coming clash betweefi?anadian Infantry Brigade and the German
Fallschirmjagerin Ortona undoubtedly proved bitter. Lieutenant R.L. McDougall of the
Seaforths wrote in the winter of 1944 during a lull infigéting, "We saw a war movie
depicting the Germans as barbaric fools, brutal and stupid. The boys who fought in
Ortona don't take kindly to that sortmdnsense?® A number of Canadians came to
respect thé&allschirmjagerfor their soldiering abilitise and their professionalism,
especially during and as a result of the violent clashes in Ortona's streets.
LieutenantColonel Hugh Pikevas theCommanding Officeof the Third
Parachute Battalion (3 Para), British Army during the Falklands Islandsn\¥882 and
statedi!| was confident that we were reasonabl
residualseic onf i dence i n a parachute battalion.
things*® Although LieutenanColonel Pikewas British andwas discussing thattitude
of paratroopers from his country, it is entirely reasonable to state that any personnel who
have served in a military parachute unit would confidently feel the same way. The

Colonel's remark, not meant as arrogance but as a ro&fteet, apples to paratroopers

44 As discussed in Chaptér "27-28 December 1943," by the time the Canadianddaght their way into the
northern end of Ortona where the railway tunnel was located the Germans had withdrawn completely from the town.

45 Reader's Digesfhe Canadians at War 1939/45, Volume2365.

46 Max Hastings and Simon Jenkif$e Battle for the Falklanddondon: Pan Books, 1983), p. 114.
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the world over regardless of what nation's military they serve. Soldiers who jump out of
aircraft with helmet, weapon and an (insanely) heavy load of equipment strapped to their
bodiesi and do so knowing that they will be jumping irteritory that is morg¢han

likely behind enemy lines have been told and wholeheartedly believe that due to those
very circumstances they are part oféite group with much initiative who can

overcome any type of challenge set before theitt.was impressive that the German
paratrooper$ utilizing that "...enormous residual selbnfidence" where "...people

don't wonder if they can do things.i.'had thoroughly prepared for urban battle and for
the first twoto-three days therefore largedgntrolled the flow of eventsHowever, it is
equally impressive that the Canadians not only learned the urban operations-l&gssons
hard way for the first twao-three days but that they quickly put these lessons into
practice to defeat the Germanane intense week. Despite the good fighting abilities of
the "Green Deuvils," they no doubt met their match with the "Red Patch Devils" in

Ortona.

Geographic Factorg?®

It appears that the German paratroopers realized that in order to halt the Canadian
advance into their portion of tl&ustavLine and to force the Canadians to attack the
town frontally, Ortona had two geographic features to the Germans' advantage, giving
them what only very few defensive forces have had in history. First, the stedp sid
plateau that Ortona stood perched on reduced German worries about an attack on either

flank and allowed them to concentrate their forces to face the only viable southern

47 That includes the author of this thesis, who served as the Parachute Compamrseoomdand for a
brief period while serving with'8Battalion, The RoylaCanadian Regiment.
“For a visual breakdown of Ortona6s-218rban geography
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approach. Second, the inherent complexities of the urban geography itself gave the
Germans the advantages of an interconnected network cpreéticted 3imensional
mini-fortresses with suandsuper surface capabilities. Both geographic factors made
the Germans believe that Ortona was the place to stop the Canadian drive northwards
towards Pescara and the high mountain passes leading to Rome.

Ortona was reportedly founded by the Trojans after the fall of ®rttywas
typical of the many towns along the Adriatic coast which were built on high
promontories rather than orvalnerable beach, a method that became popular in the
Middle Ages® The maritime power of Venice dominated Mediterranean commerce
throughout the medieval period, hence it was important to have communities located
near the Adriatic but at the same tinteyas logical to build those communities on
higher ground! The higher ground afforded a degree of protection against attackers,
winter storms and spring flooding.

Ortona rests on a plateau approximately 500 metres wide from west to east and
1,500 metre$ong from north to soutP?. On the eastern edge of the town the ground
drops dramatically down steeplyaded and vegetatierovered cliffs down to a narrow
strip of | and between the cliff base and t
cliffs average 50 to 75 metres in heigimdrun northto south along the entire eastern

sideof town.

49 Cook, The Necessary Wap. 405.

50 porter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 86, para 245.

51 Nicholson,Official History, p. 324.

52 To obtainthesemeasurements | referenc&dehlke ,€rtona, p. XX, Map 4 and used the scale included
with the map.
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Photo:This photo of Canadian soldier
shows Ortona in the distance, looking
at the south and east side where the
cliffs and the AdriaticSeaare located.
Note how the town rests on the obviol
high ground and gives its defenders tl
ability to observe a consideble
distance to the south and southedst.

To its immediate west, Ortonalsops off equally sharply inta deep ravine that
runsalong most of théown's western edge. Although not the same height as the eastern
cliffs this ravine isstill approximately 30 to 50 metres deep, and serves the same
purpose militarily of easy observation and defence from the town's heights while forcing
the attacker to fight upward$.Also, like the southeastern side of the town, the area
immediately soutwest and west of the ravine is largely flat, so defenders can observe
attackers approaching from a distance, giving the defenders the ability to rairaddect
artillery and mortafire on the attackers as they move towards Ortdtaen combined
with the other German units defending the ridges and villages on the inland side, these
factors protected Ortonads oMadchlketdedowss f r om
eastern sidduildingson the west side extend the ravine's edge, giving defenders
coveredand wellprotectedoositions toobserve andire onattackers down below.

These factors effectively worked against any attack on the town from the west also.

53 Christie,Hard-Won Victory p. 33
54How the measurements for the cliffs and the ravine were obtained are dismugsed, footnote55.
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These twasatellitephotoswith accompanying elevation profiles demonstrate the geograpdnydn
around modenday Ortona, little changed due to the surrounding ground.
Photo (left): Note at the northern portion of the town two red arrows and a thin blue line running between
them. The varying height of the ground between these two points along the line are refle¢teddhft
in the elevation profile on the left. The red X on the blue line is also transferred over to the elevation
profile. In ths photo and elevation proélthe red X rests on the location of tastle Castelld. The
Fosso Ciavoccis to the immediate west of tigastellq t he ravine to Ortonads we:
while the cliffs to Ortonads east are 53
Photo (right): The elevian profile rests near the southern end of Ortona. The red X right rests on the
Corso Vittorio Emmanuele The ravine t o -Oectomisnd? hatresvinedspth while t hi s
the cliffs to Ortona“%s east are 72 metr

Or t o n aé dliffsraradssoat the north end of the toviiecome critical when
considering options for the Canadian attacking force. When conducting an urban battle
the very first essential stage that the attacker must employ is the complete isolation of
theurban area itself with firepower and/or physical occupation of the grufd.
attacker can end an urban battle much sooner if they can cut the defenders off from
supply and reinforcements until the defender runs out of troops, ammunition, water,
rationsand the will to fight. However, if the attacker cannot isolate the urban area, the
resulting battle draws heavily on the attacking force instead, taking more time and effort,

more troops, and the risk of higher casualties and eroding ni6rale.

5 Both satellite shots arfeom the Department of National Defence (Canadapping and Charting
Establishmenthttps://geedw.defgeo.ottawdaull. mil.ca/maps/TAM/ One can also use Google Maps, zoom over
Ortona, and then use the "3D" tool to observe the cliffs to the immediate east and the ravine / flat ground to the
southwest / west of @na.

5% NATO Standard, ATB9, Urban Tacticspp. 45.

57 There are numerous examples that prove this theory. The battles of Stalingrad 194348 in 1968
(before the Americans isolated the city), Grozny in 1995 and Mosul in 2017 were lengthy battles that caused high
amounts of casualties for the attackers, used more resources and elongated the time of the battle due to the failure in
isolating theurban area. However, the battles of Aachen in 194ddjn 1968 (after the Americans isolated the city),
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The Caadians approached Ortona in December 1943ghargeographical
disadvantage before the fighting beglike many other of the German held hills and
villages they had fought through since Julhe challenge facing them at Ortona,
however, stood out amg them. Thecommanding plateawvith the AdriaticSeaand
sheercliffs to the east and@eep ravine tthewest,a flat southern approach, a powerful
and prepared German defending force linked firmly intaGhbstavLine, denied ¥
Canadian Infantry Division the ability to surround and isolate the ¥viFhese
geographic features allowed the German®rtonato focustheir defensive strength on
the onlypossibleCanadians approadiom the south
Thesegeographic featusan-andof themselvesnade the Ortona plateau
defenders hoi ce battl ef i e ldehsely packedvrewsmriedrot he t o wi
houses with deep basements andava streetsvhen combined with the plateau became
a logical place for a concerted stand. The stage was now set for a prolonged struggle
using vast amounts of deilingezonestThevGermdni r e p owe

useof the ground and the urban geographgund Ortongave them an advantage that

Mogadishu in 1991 and the Second Battle of Fallujah in 2004 are battles that demonstrated that isolating the enemy in
the urban area shortened théhfifpr the attackers, used fewer resources and caused fewer casualties. For sources that
discuss these particular battles please 4e8talingrad, Aachen, HiMogadishu and GroznyiMarco, Concrete
Hell; 2. Stalingrad: Antonfeevor,Stalingradi The Fateful Siege: 1942943 (ondon: Penguin Books, 1998); 3.
Grozny: Colonel (Retired) Lester Grau ah@ééutenantColonel (Retired)limothy L. Thomas.§ Soft Logd and
Concrete Canyons: Russian Urban Combagiktics in Grozrn/(Fort Leavenworth: Foreighlilitary Studies Office,
October 1999); Edwardengel, "Taming ChechnyaMilitary History, Volume 31, Number 4 (Leesburg: Weider
History Group, November 2014); Hu& Mark BowdenHué 1968: A Turning Pat of the American War in
Vietnam(New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 2017A. Mogadishu: Mark Bowdelackhawk Down: A Story of
Modern War(New York: Penguin Books, 1999). Fallujah: StaffSergeant David Bellavia, with John Bruning.
House to HouseAn Epic Memoir of WafNew York: Pocket Star, 2008J o s eph Mi randa, #AFall uj ah
Assault in Irag’ Modern Warlssue #23Bakersfield: Decision Games, Mdyine 2016)7. Mosul: Steven Eden,
AiBatt | e"MollernWarsaue #26Bakersfield: Decision Games, Juhugust 2018).

%8 As discusseth Chapter6, p. 148, footnote2 of this thesis, th€anadiansoundthe Germans stubbornly
difficult to dislodge in the areas immediately west of Ortona so as to preveataeliansolation north of the town.
StevensThe Royal Canadian Regimepp. 116118.
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very few defensive forces have had in histo¥et the geographical power of the Ortona
position seldom rates more than passing mention in history.

The Ortonesi Ortonad s Ci vi | i ans

One of the added challenges in conducting urban operations isléingé aumber
of civilianswill invariably occupy that battlespac®rofessional militaries that are
conducting urban operations then must have a plan for the safeguardiogthe safe
evacuation of civilians in order to avoid not only civilian deaths, but to also avoid the
public scrutiny and justified criticism of
men, women and childrewhi ch i n todayds age will be qu
that civilians have died due to military operatiodg.Ortona it turned out that even if
manyOrtonesiknew that a battle was coming to their town meaifberately chose to
remain in their homeinstead of leaveWhile it might be assumed that people would
naturally want to run from an area that is about to see violent combat, the reality is that
many had nowhere else to go, nor did they want to lose all of their property and
possessions. Urhaattles in history are replete with examples of civilian populations
remaining in their homes and hoping that the worst will pass them by; instead, civilians
dangerously placed themselves into the cros&fire.

Ortonabds ci vil i an un&O000people befare thewbatttee r e d a't
However, in the early weeks of December 1943 the Germans had conscripted many of

the young and middiaged males who could work and sent them away for slave labour.

59 As the 29 Canadian Infantry Brigade and the readegpeeses through this thesis the changing urban
geography of the town will be discussed in greater detail.

80 Theurban operations battles of Staling(d942) Aachen(1944) Seoul(1950) Hué (1968)and F'and 2¢
Grozny(1995/1999gmre some of the most obvious examples where civilians chose to stay in the city and hide from
the fighting rather than flee. DiMarco discusses the civilian population factor and the chateygarsng to these
abovementioned urban operatiomsseveal chapters irConcrete Hell
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Families discovered in hiding were forced to leawvettdwn by a German garrison that
feared that th@©rtonesiwould interfere with their defensive preparations and/or act as
spies. The Germans posted notices directing all civilians to leave within 12 hours;
where the civilians went was up to them. Thos®wdid not leave and were caught after
the 12hour time limit were forced to assist the Germans with defensive preparations.
Any males that refused to help would see their families held hostage for ransom. After
some families left some German soldiersseeti homes to steal valuables, especially if
the building was marked to be demolished. Once the Germans started demolishing
buildings in order to put rubble onto the streets and create obstacle©somesi
voluntarily fled® Unfortunately, the Germans sometimes unknowirigiyd
sometimes knowingly demolished buildings with entire families and their friends
men, women and childréninside the basements or cellars of the structures. Some died
immediately after being crust to death, while others took days to die and suffered a
slow, painful demisé

Fortunately for som@rtonesj the Germans did not destroy every building,
leaving some basements intact and unoccupied as hiding spaces for survivors. Others
carved out aves in the hills ofossoghat surrounded Ortona. Others daringly hid
themselves in the railway tunnel at the north end of the town, which while providing a

good level of safety, also put them in close proximity to German paratroopers who used

1R e ad e r 0 Ehe Canaglians at War 1939/45, Volume 2368; Di Tullio,1943: The Road to Ortona.
74; CavasinHai visto i Canadesip. 17.

62 Dj Tullio, 1943: The Road to Ortona. 78. Di Tullio actually names a number of specific families that met
their fate this way and realistically shows their deaths in his graphic novel. The Primavera, Colucci, Gallo, Marino
and Monaco families, 34 people in all, had hidden invifla Primaverawhen it was brought down by the Germans.
Only one man survived, and after freeing himself from the rubble he enlisted some help from other civilians.
Unfortunately, the consistent artillery fire landing around them made it impossible to regafeltze other men,
women and children who were entombed.
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the tunnéas a base aréd.Sometimes they were ignored by the Germans, sometimes
they were directed to leave the tunnel immediately, depending on which paratrooper
companies were occupying the tunnel at the time. Regardless of where they were
located, manyrtonesidecided to remain within the town in the hopes that the violent
storm that was about to descend upon them would pass them by without incident. Their
stories are intertwined, and in this case especially with the Canadians about to enter the
city, and et the people of Ortona seldom form part of Englésiguages histories of the
battle®

The Red Patch Devils: The 15t Canadian Infantry Division

Thesoldiersof 1% Canadian Infantry Divisioabout to meet the German
Fallschirmjagerand theOrtonesiwore a small red rectangta their shoulders to
identify their formation. They hadearned the nickname "The RBdtch [vils" during
the Battle forSicily in July-August 1943.A German prisoner of war capturtitere near
Agirat ol d hi s Canadian captors the above, st
we fire our mortars hard. But the Red Pat
understand it. Other troops we fought lay down and took shelter when the moethrs fi
right on top of them. The Red®Patches are

nickname stuck.CBC war correspondeiatthewHaltonwroteto his wife Jeambout

63 CavasinHai visto i Canadesi%. 18.

64 Although there were few resources that discussed the involvement@fttmesiin the battle, one of the
challenges during the research process was that most of these resources were not specific as to the day when certain
incidents involving thé®rtonesioccurred. To demonstrate the importance of including them in the histowy of th
battle, | have chosen to insert certain incidents when they were clearly identified by date in the resources. For the
remaining incidents that have no specific date, | have
piece.

85 Zuehlke, Operation Husky: The Canadian Invasion of Sicily, JuhALQust 7, 1943page 326. The fact
that the Red Patch Devils were now facing the Green Devils in Ortona gives historians a delicious ironic note to
capture readers' interests.
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howthe Green Bvilsand the Red Patch Devilguld live up to their nicknames in
Ortonaas theGermans an€anadians "...seem beyond exhaustion and fear. They've
becomebloodthirsty...There is something dark and apocalyptic there, something
fearful."®

Having fought the Germans throughout Sicily and southern Italy for several months
since 10 July 1943 MCanadi an I nfantry Division was
and thus had become t h ecorsistedrotthreg hfart mo s t
brigadesat its core and its various supporting arm¥ Canadian Infantry Brigadeas
ultimately assigned to capture Ortona and press northwdrel Ldyal Elmonton
Regi ment f r om afdihéSeafoth &ightanders qf Canamd from
Vancouvey B.C.in particularwere to take most of that burdefheb r i g thidde 6 s
battalion the Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infaf@lCLI), served as the brigade
reserve and provide a critical guard to its left flafik

Before being ordered to cape Ortona the division had endured an exhausting

fight throughout miedDecember 1943 on the river lines south of the town at/ibr®
nver and The Gull y. The final <capture

struggle, which resulted in higtasualties for tand 3! Canadian Infantry Brigades in

e xnp

of

particular, and critici s mGénaeral Chtistogherdi vi si on

Vokes. When the division was ordered on to Ort@&Canadian Infantry Brigade was

given the task. After a few ga of reconstitution,LCanadian Infantry Brigade

66Halton, Dispatches from the Fronp. 201.

87 Porter,DND's DHH CMHQreports page 90, paragraph 258or the most part the PPCLI would conduct
standing patrols just southwest of the town in order
ready for future combat operations, thus they did not do any fighting within Ortona. Myabedficer and soldier
in The Royal Canadian Regiment notwithstanding, this means | will not discuss the Patricias in detail as this thesis is
focused on the daip-day urban fight within the town.
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followed by 3! Canadian Infantry Brigadeere directedo follow along ancadvance
northwards and just west of Ortgria break théustavL i ne and cut off th
northern end. The fateful climax @ttona was set into motion.

2"d Canadian Infantry Brigade Situation Report:
Sunday 19 December 1943

Late on 18 December and into the early morning hours of 19 December, The
Royal Canadian Regime(ffhe RCRwon control of ACidero cro
and York Regiment secured the north side of the steep ravine at its edge, bringing an end
two weeks bintense combatTheMoro river and the deep ravine cut by tharaceni
stream that became forever remembered as i
which the German Army sited iisitial main GustavLine of defence, at least until
control of TheGully was lost.

2" Canadian Infantry Brigade was less heavily involved in the most recent action

at nCi der dtstwopsmd sufter@dissmewhat fewer losses and had had more
days to recover from thdoroaction. The bri gadeds i nfantry bat
standing patrols within their respective areas of operation from the north side of the
Moro river south of Orton& 2®Canadi an I nfantry Brigadeos
Bertram Hoffmeisteheld an orders grouf® December at 0800 hours where he
announced that MajeBeneral Vokes had directed thilage lrigade would relievesi
Canadian InfantryBrigade that day and advance to Ortona. Hoffmeister planned to

create a triangtef-sorts, positioning the PrincesstPai ci aés Canadi an Li g

the high ground north of The Gully as the firm base for the attack. The Seaforth

68 Porter DND DHH CMHQ reports p. 84, para. 2384Q 2 CB WD, Dec 1943, LACLER WD 1943/09
1944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAGHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume
15256, LAC.
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Highlanders of Canada were to take over from the Hastings and Prince Edward
Regi ment (the AHasty Ps o-fompayttontodtieance t o C
eastern flank hugging the Adriatiea D Company was assigned to win a spur of
ground jutting towards the sea that would allow them to support C Company attacking
towardsthe church oSanta Maria di ConstantinopoliTo the west, theoyal
Edmonton Regiment were ordered to pass through The Royal Canadian Regiment and
advance on a twoompany front along the main coastal Highway 16 up to the buildings
on Ortonads sout hwest e r® H-dourtwasksét fot 12800 obj ect
hous on 20 December. That afternoon and evening the Loyal Edmonton Regiment and
the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada passed through the forward lines and relieved the
exhausted RCR and Hasty ®s.

Ironically, while the 8 Re g i m &%BattalisnFalschirmjagerprepared their
defences in Ortona, initial Allied intelligence staff assessed that the Germans would not
conduct a defence in the town at all:

"Having lost control of the xoads (crossroads), the enemy is likely to fall back
under pressure in the Northern sector, abandoning Ortona, and making his next
stand on the line of thArielli (river)...This is difficult country, well suited to
delaying actics and should provide a firm hinge for an eventual withdrawal in the
Northern sector™

In retrospect this error may be overlooked. It was not unusual for Allied intelligence
staff to estimate that the Germans might withdraw to the next major atéer. Since
October, German standard operating procedure was to stand on high ground screened by

a river valley which favoured a defence. After defending that ground long enough to

69 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 257.

OHQ 2 CIBWD, Dec 1943, LAC; 8C WD 1943/0%31 December, R&@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.

71 15t Canadian Army Tank BrigadeeadquartersVar Diary, December 1943, appendix 47, 5 Corps
intelligence summary 257, 19 December 1943, as quoted in FaBrDHH CMHQ reports 1940948 p. 84,para.
239.
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inflict losses upon the Allies and when German casualties mouragdygbically

withdrew back to the next suitable river to repeat the process. Given this established
procedure it was natural for Allied military intelligence to conclude that the Germans
would do the same around the Ortona area, and thariglé river was morghan

likely the far eastern portion of ti@ustaviLine.”” However, in retrospect, given the

fact that German paratroopers were largely dismounted with fewer enablers attached to
their units, combined with the strategic and operational objectives of halting the Allies
along theGustavLine, it is understandable whtheFallschirmjagerchose an urban

area, in this case Ortona, as the place to make the harder stand because it was the actual
eastern anchor of tH@ustavLine.

Within Ortona the Green Devils were fresh, motivated and had established strong
defences onapd high ground that had the added benefit of being in a complex urban
environment in which to fight. They were determined to play their small but important
role as part of the overaBustavLine defence in order to stop the Canadians. Within
the town he Ortonesithat had remained behind stayed hidden as best they could, hoping
that they would survive the violent storm that was about to descend upon the town. The
Red Patch Devils were tired due to the recent operatieasdiaround théMoro river,
butthey were an experienced unit that had been somewhat reconstituted and were now

sending 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade in an advance north. The stage was set.

72 Nicholson,Official History, pp. 321322.
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Chapter 31 20-22 December 1943

Day 11 Monday 20 December 1943: The Approach

Weather: Cloudy and cold in the morning, some sunshine in the afternoon, overcast
towards last light.

Approximate Fighting Strength as of 0600 hours 20 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORs) ORs) ORs) ORS)
HQ 2 CIB 15/48 - - -
PPCLI 32 /598 - 0/4 -
LER 39/630 - - -
SHC 29 /609 - - -
RCA 90" AT 71130 - - -
Bty

Bertram Hoffmeister was known as an intelligent, perceptive, aggressive but

caring leader regardless of rank and position throughout the Second World War due to

Photos: Bertram Hoffmeister as the Commanding Officer of the Seaforth HighlandensaafaQ]eft)
and when he was the commander of th€&nadian Armoured Division (right).
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x Other Ranks Wounded in Action on 19 December 1943. Also, while othemngsiof the brigade included their
casualty numbers in the war deg | have chosen to focus strictly on the units that were specifically fighting in

Ortona. As the Three Rivers Regiment belonged to the division and had its squadrons supporting all three brigades,
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casualty numbers wheappropriate, including the casualty numbers from the squadrons who were supporting 1
Canadian Infantry Brigade and! €anadian Infantry Brigade.
2De | a nhen Leadership Really Mattered: Bert Hoffmeister and Morale During the Battle of Ortona,
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Genera) p. 107 (right photo and narrative).
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his demonstrably effective personality and leadership trait€ahadian Infantry
Di vi si onds ¢ eGame@lrChrie Yokes, Mad jcoonmandétCanadian

Infantry Brigade throughout Sicilgndhad seeifo f f mei st er @ssa per f or ma

companycommander with the Seaforthighlanders of Canada AThere I s no ¢
as a born soldier, o0 Vokes was takesltad, @A but h
sol diering | i ktevasavokdsuvbhckhad aoangea for étatfistérto take

over as the commanding officer of the Seaforths and whip it back into shtqee as
battalionhad performed poorly throughout Sicily. Haiéisteralways led lg positive
exampleandmade good operational and tactical decisions which achieved the mission
while limiting casualties Hegot to know his subordinates personally, ensured effective
communication throughout his organizatiandwas humorous when needeHegot
close to or even into the front lines of combat in ordeanwouragédnis subordinates
and/or to fully understand the situatjail thewhile being calrmunderfire. Thisnot
only turned the Seaforths around but were characteristics that wereatevery
position and every level of command throughout his time in the miftta®ytona would
put those characteristics to the extreme test.

When 29 Canadian Infantry Brigade was originally given the task of taking the

town, itwas believed thaht Germans would conduct thvaithdrawal to theéArielli

3 GranatsteinThe Generalspp. 195196 (quote and accompanying text). Granatstein notes that there was
an apocryphal story that because Hoffmeister very often visited the frontlines frequently and was just as repeatedly
shot at with both enemy direct and artillery fire that
simply for following Hofimeister around.

41bid., pp. 195196.

54



river to establish a stronger defensive position there due to it being believed that it was
part of theGustavLine.®> Hoffmeister recalled:

"At the time | was given my orders for Ortona, it was represented to me as being a

vital spot that would play a moshportant role in Eighth Army communications and

supply, in that there was a rail center and a port where ships could operate, and that

it was the most important in the administrative scheme of things. | never questioned

it at any time. Iwasgivenmyoder s and wé got on with it.o

Hoffmeister had stated at his orders group 19 December thiatur for the
forthcoming advance was to be 1200 hours on 20 December, but he decided to hold
another orders group just a few hours beforettirang, at 0930 lours on 20 December
at the Seaforthodéds battalion headquarters.
was a fight within Ortona itself, as the Germans had throughout the Italian campaign
traditionally established temporary defensive positionstaydAllied forces while they
constructed stronger defensive lines further north, and Ortona could have been one of
those delaying positions if the Germans were indeed establishing something stronger at
the Arielli river.” If the Germans were indeed doithgs, Hoffmeister only needed to
commit one of his battalions to the fight
fl anks. The Loyal Eddi es were to be the b
roadi Highway 16. This road was the principlgltmway and the only twavay paved
highway capable of allveather military traffic in the Canadian area of operations that
not only passed through Ortona but al so se

i mportantly, it wa sgqistical getviceralony thenAdbasic sidegof nc i p |

5Porter, DND DHH CMHQ reports 1941948, p. 84, para. 23%s discussed irfChapter 2pp. 5152,
footnotes 71 and 72
6DelaneyThe Sol di erl80 In&distussgion With Dr. Windsor, he notedttimMuseum of the
Battle of Ortona now located in the town has a hypatistic 3dimensional model of the city which includes the
port. Its small size combined with the Germans6 destru
the battle.
7 Roy, The Seaforth Highlandeyp. 258. Again, tis is also discussed in greatiepth in Chapter 2,p 5%
52, footnotes 71 and 72

55



the I talian peninsula. The Seaforths were
Princess Patriciabs Canadian Light Il nfantr
base south of Ortona, guarding tbé flank® Given that Allied intelligence had

assessed that the Germans would more than likely withdraw Avigik river

Hoffmeisteronly committed the Loyal Eddies to the fight initially because he rightly felt

that only one infantry battalion from his brigade would be nestedld German forces

be presentand directed the Seaforths to only cover the right flank along the Adriatic.

On 20 December at 1200 hou#teEanadiarhFeld Roy a l
Regiment opened a creeping barrage behind which advanced two troops of tanks from
the Three Ri@eSgudReégomentdes Loyal Eddi es o
Seaforths Gind D Companies and'&ield Company engineers along to help clear
obstacle$. Hoffmeister had movetis tactical headquarters up close in order to
observejnfluence and control the batfle As the Loyal Eddies and Seaforths conducted
the abovections,Hoffmeisterlocated himself about 2,000 yards south, a position from
which he had @marvelous view of thefighting. He could see the Edmontons and the

Seaforths converging on the town; at one pointybeld intervene to prevent the units

from firing on each other as they simultaneously reached southern appr&aches.

8 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACDelaneyThe Sol di ,gr1816 Gener a
9Porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 84, para. 241,ER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114,
28 Dec1943,LAC; SHC WD 1943/0131 Dec, R&4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.

10 For clarity, a tactical headquarters consists of a commander and a very small selection of his/her staff
accompanying that commander close to the f ffigldmolei nes of
quickly due to the lesser amount of personnel and transport needs, thus allowing a commander to get a sense of the
battle and how his/ her troops are doing. Hof f mei st er 6s
and senioNCOs, would remain much further to the rear so as to be removed from close danger so they can
coordinate the finer details of service and support to the frontline units. The key to both headquarters being successful
is good communication between the two,that the commander and his/her HQ can consistently be informed as to
what is occurring in order to have a favourable amount of good deaigikimg occur. It also means that if
communication does break down between the two due to extenuating ciraxeasthat the headquarters staff have
enough knowl edge of their commanderdéds intent and mindse

UDelaneyThe Sol di erl8ld Gener al
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Photo: A wellknown photo from the
fighting around Ortona, soldiers from B
Company, the Seaforth Highlanders of
Canada, approach the town which can |
seen far off irthe distance in the middle
right of the picture?

Al'l of the brigadeb6s units encountered del
machine gun, mortar and artillery fire as they moved forward. The mud slowed the C
Squadron tanks down, coneing one troop commander, Lieutenant T.E. Melvin, to
request use of the main road. However, as
Sherman tank and its crew met a very large explosivaankitrap buried in the road

itself. Twohundred pounds GFNT blew the tank 20 feet into the air and flipped it over

onto its hull, killing Melvin and the other four of his crew. When the remaining three

tanks in in his troop drove to avoid the smoking crater to the right, they discovered that

the original demadtion was intended to force the Canadian tanks into a prepared

minefield where the tracks of the remaining tanks were destfdy&te Loyal Eddies

and the remaining C Squadron tanks pressed against Germans popping up from a series

of zigzaggingrenches, firing short bursts and then withdrawing towards Ortona. The

Eddi es reached objective ACrocusofrant 1426

12 Canada at Wawww.canadaatwar.c@vebsite) Brief video footage of these soldiers advancing on Ortona
can be viewed in Edoardo di Pierro6s documentary fAThe B
website.

13TRR WD, 1943/0131 December, LAC
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the 29 Battalion,3 Regiment of thgparachutedivision as prisoners of war during the
process?

The Seaforths encountered a little more resistance to the east where D Company
drew enemy fire which allowed C Company to descend down a slope and pass their
troops through an anrtank minefield littered with dead Germans who had been caught
in the ealier artillery barrage. Upon realizing that C Company was now approaching
their positions, the Germans opened fire from four machinegun posts on the crest of a
cliff, lobbing grenades down into the low ground. The C Company troops went up and
over the pecipice and destroyed all four posts. The Germans promptly counterattacked
to regain the crest but were repelledfterwards C Company pressed on towards the
church, but by the end of the day they were 300 metres short, facing hot fire emanating
from thechurch and enemy mortar bombs and sHeiis.

As nightfall approached, Hoffmeister had the brigade consolidate its positions at
the southern fringe of Ortona and reinforced it with a troop of eigituhder anttank
guns from the Royal Canadian Artillérys ™ AnB-Tank Battery, a platoon of
Saskatoon Light I nfantry medium machinegun
Sherman tank¥,

Back near the main road, the Loyal Eddies D Company commander, Major Jim
Stone, accompanied by engineer officer Peter Harris, did an evening recce of the

southern outskirts of the town by cautiously moving up the main road and entering

¥ There is a discrepancy betweenthe ¢ h o bfficial higtay and the LER war diary, kich the former
staed asl4 PWs taken whereas the latterexdt7. Nicholson,Official History, p. 323; LERWD 1943/091944/06,
RG-24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Det943,LAC.

15 porter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 84, para. 241; Roy,he Seaforth Highlanderpp. 258259;
Nicholson,Official History, p. 323;SHC WD 1943/0131 Dec, RG24-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC

16 | ER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Del943,LAC; Nicholson,Official History, p.
323.
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Ortona via theCorsoBianchi,in knowing that his unit had to carry on into the town the

next morning. Stone and Harris could not locate any German positions and retired back

to the Loyal Eddies® position without inci
If Allied intelligence had originally assessdtht the Germans would likely

withdraw to theArielli river, the fighting that had occurred on this day must have

surprised mostofCanadi an I nfantry Brigadeds troop

probably viewed as somewhat startling as they were he&aereixpected, thus the

reason why Hoffmeister had moved up the-temk guns, the medium machineguns and

more tanks to support at the end of the day to ensure the Germans could not knock his

soldiers back to the sout hofwhatWwas®coinay 6 s f i @

when the Canadians entered the southern portion of the town the following day.

17 Zuehlke Ortona, pp. 251252.
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Map 4 Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) | | Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (SHC)

ORTONA

Dec 20,1943 - Dec 28, 1943 Three Rivers Regiment (TRR)
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LER: Evening 20 Dec 43 SHC: Evening, C Coy, 20 Dec 43

Map (above): The progression of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment (in red) and the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (in
beige) with their supporting engineensd artillery anttank personnedn 20 December 1943. A&Zanadian
Infantry Brigade progresses northwards through the town the Three Rivers Regiment (in blue) will also be
highlighted.

Al | of the fAprogressi on mafiVeps, pt XXrinciZuehlke@rionaand havesbeen hesi s arr
modified by the thesis author using Microsoft PowerPoint.
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Day 21 Tuesday 21 December 1943: The Bredk into New Town

Weather: Cloudy, cold, fair visibilit?

Approximate Fightindstrength as of 0600 hours 21 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORSs) ORS) ORs) ORS)
HQ 2 CIB 15/48 - - -
PPCLI 32 /592 - 0/4 -
LER 39/623 0/1 - -
SHC 29 / 596 - 1/11 0/1
RCA 90" AT 71130 - - -
Bty
TRR Unknown 1/5 0/3 -

Although the fighting was ferocious the day before, Hoffmeister remained with his

original plan of having the Loyal Eddi es a

southern outskirts whiletfee af or t hs and Patricias protect

flanks respectively. Given the previous d
brigade resources available to the Eddies and Seaforths should they need them when
breaking i nbhenlimts.t onads sout

Ortona'smore modern southern half ‘8dew Town"fanned out east and west over
the southern part dhe platead® The buildings wereip tofour stories high and close
together with homes, warehouses, and some small apartment buildinggedrantarge
rectangulablocks?® Two main streetin New Townaccommodated vehicle traffic
Highway 16enteredrom the south andecame th@orthsouth runningCorso M.

Bianchiending at thd?iazza Vittoria®® Via Costantinopolenteredrom the southeast

18 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC

19Reader's DigesThe Canadians at War 1939/45, Volume 2368

20 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 37; GoodersonAssimilating Urban Battle Experiened@he Canadians at Ortona,” p.
65.

21 After the Piazza VittoriaHighway 16 became th@orso Vittorio Emmanuele&ontinued northwards to the
Via Tripoli and out of the town to resume its original name.
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and also ended at thigazza The Germas intended only tdefend New Town
sparinglyto draw the Canadians into Old Town where more elaborate defences were
established?

As the Loyal Eddi es st epp esaithanetige,at 0700
large explosion shattered the early morning from deep inside the Old Town on the
northern end of the Ortona platealhe Germans had just destroyed @adtedrale San
Tomassdo add to their defensiveibbleplan. The cathedralas the mst reveredn
the town It purportedly housed the tomb of the Christian apostle Saint Thomas, and its
frescoed dome and adjacent watchtower rose high into thev skglise. The
destruction occurred a2l December 1943he Feast Day of Saint Thomas, an annual
event that Ortona's civilians had celebrated for centuries to commemorate the apostle's
entombment in the cathedral. After the explosives had done their work, the watchtower
had disappeareahdthe cathedral's spprting walls and domappeared as thouglt in
half by a giant cleaver. Its frescoes wereddaitroyed, the southern portion reduced to
masonry fragments lying in a giant pile below the undamaged half of the cupola, and
other works of art inside theudding were destroyed due to the weight of the
rubbleZ The building now spilled out into tHiazza San Tomasstts destruction
foretold the coming days.

Nonetheless, the Edmontons pressed on northwards once again cocaripany
front along Highvay 16 as the axis of advance leading into town, D Company on the left

supported by the Three Rivers6é 1 Troop and

22 porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 86, para. 246SeeChapter 2, pp32-33, footnote 15.1t is
recommended that the reader please see Appendix I, Maps 4,5 and 6 for the geographic features discussed above.
23 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 246247. If the reader wishes to view the destroyed cathedral, a photo and painting of
it are located in Chapter 5, p. 138, footnotes 36 to 38.
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t he e n d"iFialeGmmdy supporting both infantry units. B Company and 5

Troop had better kk that morning, moving quickly through the vineyards, groves and

gardens to the southern outskirts of the to®@nCompany had no such luck however

and came under fire from a position fronting a lgzgasionewhere they took a number

of casualties aftewo attempts to cross the largely open field from south to gbith.

Major Jim Sone recalled that he had started the day with approximately 95 troops under

his command, but after these two attacks he was down to about 30 s8lditose
recommended to the Loyal E d €olensl dm c o mmandi n
Jefferson that D Company withdraw and foll
denied the request. Given what had occurred the day before when the Three Rivers

tanks were blocked bywud and minefields, Jefferson chose to keep the tanks on the road

in order to support the attack, thus both sides of the road needed to be cleared by his
riflemen?® Stone was not happy about this direction:

iThe morning of 21 December we moved forwar
Corso Vittorio Emanuele my company 6éD6 on the west.
opposition in attempting to cross the open ground ahead of us. At about 1000 hrs
(hours) my commandingfof i cer ( CO) came on the O6BIl ower 6
mu st push on; other O6babydéd (company) on ob
from some ninety men to about thirty, had pushed hard but unsuccessfully since first

light. | felt that the CO was insintilag that we had not been aggressive and | was as
furious as Hot shenry IVWwhen c@foatkdeafiepthedatte dysa

certain Lord. The CO was a mile back in a safe dugout and | had been shot at from

close range for over two hours. lyelle back over the O&édphone, 6
success. 0 I sl ammed down the receiver. I
of my remaining men, fired threei@ch mortar smoke bombs (all we had) and

charged across’ the open ground. 0o

24| ER WD, Dec1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 151141 AC; TRR WD, Dec 1943, IAC; Zuehlke,
Ortona, p. 252.

25 BDFL, minutes 8:03 to 8:27.

26 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 252253.

27 Gaffen,Ortona: Christmas 1943. 37. Also, Stone is incorrect in that both companies were on either side
of theCorso M. Bianchinot theCorso Vittorio Emmanuejend it was B company, and not A company, on the east
side of thecorsa
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Stone had a quickonference with his surviving platoon commander Lieutenant
James Dougan and his company serge@jor to discuss options. He decided to divide
what was left of D Company into three even groups, each being led by the three men.
Instead of chargingacrosshe open field again as per Sto
requested to take his men down a small ditch that was off to the west in order to
infiltrate up to thepensionebeing assisted by the company mortarman who would drop
smoke bombs amongst the Germans. If his assault group reacipethsi@neDougan
would call up the rest of the company, surprise the Germans and destroy them. Stone
approved the idea. Fortunateverything went according to plan, the Canadians being
able to conduct an urban operations infiltration down the trench and irnperis@né s
top floors, poking their weapons out of the windows and firing into the German
positions from ugandbehind?® Once this was completed, Stone took his troops and
begin clearing the buildings to the immediate east so that they could link up with B
Company.Both 1 and 5 tank Troops moved up to the edge of Ortona to provide further
direct fire support into the towitself, although advancing into the town was challenging
due to the rubble piles and atdnk minefields in the streets. 5 Troop only travelled 200
yards?®
The initiative from t Hé@ntiRankBattery@asnadi an
appreciated ahis point. Newspapers and historians write about the "Western Canada

troops who fought at Ortona buGAsMajor Tig

28 In modern urban operations doctrine theeefaur types of tactics that a military unit can employ while on
the offence. The infiltration tactalows a military force to sneak into an urban area without being detected by an
enemy force. This can be most effectively done by using buildinggnallys, sewers and/or subway3ND
(Canada)A Tactical Guide to Urban Operationgp. 41 to 45; NATO Standard, ATP9, Urban Tacticspp. 45 to
4-13.
2 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 253254; BDFL, minutes 8:27 to 9:09. Dougan would survive the war amd ettthe
rank of Major. He is interviewed extensivelyint8BBFLd o c ument ary and Edoar do di Pierr
Ortonad documentary, both of which can be found on the
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Anti-Tank Regimentcame fromNew Brunswick. The Seaforths were supported by
Li eutenant <RK"Broopdf @poundessand the Loyal Eddies supported
by a Ca p t'la Troop d&d is6peudders.Thankfully theFallschirmjager
never had tanks in support, however the Canadians soon found a way to umatitheir
tankguns for other purposes. Major Welsh, who had won the Distinguished Service
Order in Sicily for his superb work witihese weapon$iad no qualms about using iine
for other things besides tanks. "There were no enemy tanks to shoot up in Ortona, but
why remain idle when you can save lives?" he later repomégjor Welsh had L
T r 0 o fpausder@nttank guns brought up to the edge of the town where they could
effedively, roundafterround, blow the rubble piles down low enough for tanks to
observe and fire ovéf.

Jefferson directed the Loyal Eddi esd sci
Johnson to find the location of D Company. After linking up with Stdaknson
escorted some 15 German prisoners of war back to battalion headquarters, and radioed
Jefferson that thpensione now dubbed fiJohnsonds houseo
by the company! At that point D Company could go no further, and B Compaay

directed to continue the advance up @wgso Bianchi

30Wwindsor, Sarty, Milner Loyal Gunnersp. 309 Dancocks;The BDay Dodgersp. 178.
31 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 254255; TRR WD, Decl1943, LAC.
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Phota On the outskirts of
Ortona sldiers from the Loyal
Edmonton Regimergngage
German troops crouching in a
slit trench approximately 100

yards distant?

‘Canada at
www.canadai

That day the Loyal Eddies met their first Ortona resident or refuge@nan
whowouldbelateni cknamed Athe Front Line Ladyo pr
Jewishman to the Loyal Eddies. The unitds ch

AiCl ai ming Dutch citizenship, she came under

fluently and was obviously both clever and attractive, a dangerous combination. She

was placedn the Regimental Aid Post under the joint charge of the Padre and the

doctor. She offered to help with the wounded and allotted the civilian cases. She

had been arrested by the Gestapo in Yugoslavia and after much hardship managed to

reach Italy wherepnce she had established her bonafides, she virtually became a

member of t%he Regi ment. 0

Whil e the Loyal Eddies struggled througl
Seaforthsd C Company continued its advance
objective it had been given the day before, the chur&anfa Maria diConstantinopoli
at theedge ofthe cliffs leading down to the Adriatigea It was lelieved tohave been
founded by Saint Mary Magdalene hersaifl the current structure beguarthe fourth

or fifth century AQ making the church grounds among the most consecrated in ltaly

%2 Canada At Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (website) (photo); Zuehlxepna group of photos after p. 124
(narrative).Br i ef video footage of these soldiers engaged
fiBattle of Ortonao at mi nut es 6:PRahéGtaaedt20®,s mMmiBaut ¢ £
documentary at minutes 1:00to 1.0t h of these documentaries can be f

33 StevensA City at Way pp. 277278.

in c
®f2
ound
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was narrowy built with a simple stone exterior, a relatively plain interior, and overlain

with medievalconstruction®* Throughout he mor ni ng as the compal
advanced towards the church they became involved in a series of back and forth attacks,
small but sharp German counterattacks, snipers, and artillery and mortar fire, inflicting
casualties for both Canadians and Gersnalike. C Co mp a rmgménandetCaptain
Harleyorganized the defence against thégeman counterattacks and, according to the
citation on his Military Cross, cheered his soldiers on while visiting the platoon

positions, inspiring his men to fight with a spirit that could not be beat€hCompany

took the morning and a majority ofdlafternoon to advance the 300 metres up to and
eventual clearing of the church, but at the cost of seven killed in action. The amount of
violence required to root out the German defenders inside the church provided yet

another indication of what was camgi

34 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 39. Readers can view the exact location of the church in Appendix I, p. 212, Map 7.
%5 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderg. 261.
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Map 4 Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (SHC)
ORTONA

N Gometery “\. 7 Dec 20,1943 - Dec 28, 1943 I Three Rivers Regiment (TRR) |
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'//' | =

Cadedrale Sen

Tomasso blown up by

the Germans, causes

large rubble pile in
/ thepiaze

: 2 SHC: € Coy bas stiff fight up to and
LER: Mouing sttacks, fhllowad by in Santa Maria di Costantinopoli

mltration to “Joknson's House" (pensions) , 21 Dec 43
D Coy left, B Coy right, 21 Dec 43 - .

Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPoint.

Hoffmeister realized by the late morning that the Germans were still quite
determined in their resistance and that he might hagertomit more brigade resources
tothe battleHe di rected the Seaforthsdé commandi n
bring the entire battalion closer to the fight, to attach a company to the Loyal Eddies to
support their advance up tl@®rso Bianchand for the remainder of the battalion to
move up to the church area. Accordingly, Thomson moved his headquarters up to the
church on the cliffside by 1600 houfs Once the area iand-around the church was
occupied by the remainder of the battalio@@mpany accompanied by one tank from C

Squadron conducted a short advance northwest of the church aldrig the

36 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderpp. 259262; $1C WD, Dec1943/0131, RG-24-C-3, Volume 15256,
LAC.
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Constantinopolin order to clear the Germans from the area and protect the remaining
Seaforths gathering behind them. As the Canadians adlahegankCoburg Il fired
shell after shell at enemy targets which allowed C Company to press on and seize
positions just southeast of tRéazza Vittoria®

Over to the left, Lieutenar@olonel Jefferson had recognized the invaluable
assistance ohe tanks and engineers from the day before, and now with a company of
Seaforths in support, he decided to contin
Town onCorso Bianchi Jefferson ordered his infantry to clear the buildings on both
sides of thecorsoto protect the tanks and ensure they could stay close in sdppoine
Seaforthsd D Company was directed to advan
beside th&Corso Biancht o pr ot ect the Loyal Eddiesodo | ef
the afternoon slowly clearing the buildings on both sides ofdhngofor 350 metres as
far as thePiazza Vittoriathe number of Germadefended buildings to be cleared from
the bottoraup takingtime® The Loyal Eddies6 D Company to
Company took the east side of tmsa C S q u a dTrooprdieved Jroopso the
former could withdraw and replenish their ammunitiomgiBees alsofollowed the
advance up the street, clearing mines and booby. tiafesntry cleared houses with
small arms fire and grenades by entering through the bottomdtmes and/or windows
I casualties occoeddue to booby traps and German positions close to these obvious

entrance$ and both the infantry antdnksprovided direct fireon German machine gun

87 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp.255-256.

38 StevensA City at War p. 272.

39 In modern urban operations doctrine the Loyal Eddies conducted what is termed an urban operation
it hr us toccdrs whénia mititary force travels from one point to a second point / objective but clears the
buildings on both sides of the street whiléndpso. Although this means a slower advance as it takes time to clear
buildings of enemy personnel, it allows for a greater degree of safety as friendly forces know they will not be fired
upon from the sides or reaDND (Canada)A Tactical Guide to Usan Operationspp. 41 to 45; and NATO
Standard, ATP9, Urban Tacticspp. 45 to 413.
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and sniper positions, usually located in second or thiréysteindows, alloving
engineers to clear the aftéink mines on thetreets so that the tanks coaltyance. It

was slow work but it meant steady progrdsspite the casualtyu mb er s . 1 Troo

commander Lieutenant F. Simard ret’anced just 100 yardbat of thepiazza

Photo (top left): Loyal Eddies from B Company advan
into Ortona through a sidestreet,
21 December 1943.

Photos (top centre and top right): Soldiers from the

Loyal Eddies escort three German prisoners of war b

through the same sidestreet, 23 December 1943. N
the destruction that has now occurred.

Photo (bottom left): The same three German prisone
pass by the crew @oburg a tank from the Three River:
Rediment!

when his tank lost a track due to an datik mine, and despite working under fire the
crew were able to have it towed to safety by another tank.

Hoffmeister had tried his best throughout the day to keep a close eye on the
fighting in front of him, bufaced challenges followinthe closepackedebb and flow of
battle:

Shortly after the battalions poured into the town and out of sight, Hoffmeister moved
his tactical headquarters to the outskirts of Ortona. Because the buildings and the
rubble of the town limited fields of observation to a hundred yards or less, ne sing|

40 Zuehlke,Ortona, group of photos after p. 124 (top left and top centre photos); Zu&dkee of Ortona
(Kanata, Canvet Publications Ltd., 2019), p. 94 (bottom left phétbjicombeand Gilmour,The Pictorial History of
Canada's Army Overseas 193945 p. 105 (top ght photo). Brief video footage of the soldieirs the top left photo
advancingnOr t ona can be viewed in Edoardo di Pi 8850to 6s docume
3857onthefi Y o u t weltsiteed
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position could give Hoffmeister the view he needed to get an adequate feel for the

battle. That madé& necessary to keep moving about. One member of the tactical
headquarters described Hoff meisterds routi |
breezednto town, right up to the forward troops and very nearly got hit. He did this

every morning during the ORTONA fighting. 0
but it suited “he tactical situation. o

Hoffmeisterrealizedthat he could not really inflieethe battlethe samevay he
could control operations in open countn urban fight likeOrtona prevented the use
of mass firepower, flanking manoeuviteswiftly isolate and cut ofénemy positions,
or centralizedcontrol. Therefore, that dalloffmeisterestablishec new standard
operating procedure that continued every day of the Ortona fitgwisiedthe townat
least once or twice daily to understand what was occymifagyved officers and troops
to see him in the thick of the fightd appreciawhat they were going througtalked
with themto see how they were doirgdwhat they needed and to cheer them on
rather than micrananage his battalion and company commantfeisgave
Hoffmeisterat least a little control, a littlatsational awareness and boosted morale. As
one subordinate recalled fiHe knew instinct
confidence in the troops. And he wanted t
another stated @AYouuljd sit®® Treddgethus vay oft her e .
doing businessod became apparent mndis,eugh: on
was almost killed at least three times iis theek of fighting.
By the end of the day the Loyal Eddies reachedPibeza Vittora and captured

two German artiank guns, an 81mm mortar and three prisoners. The tanks then

withdrew for the night to guaragainstGerman anttank infiltration parties and to

“DelaneyThe Sol di gr1616 Gener al

“2DelaneyThe Sol di grieXDeGemeryal fiWhen L erad BitregichWapiorReal | 'y Ma
p. 145.

“Del aney, fAWhen LeadmtregichWagiorfel#s.1 y Mat ter ed
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replenish ammunition andfuelL he Loy al Eddi es companies an
Company remained to set a hasty defense and prepare for a German counterattack that
never materialized, and conducted patrols around the south sideptdzba This also
allowed for the replenishment ammunition, rations and water, to give the physically
exhausted troops a time to rest and to receive orders on what was to occur the next day.
At the Loyal Eddi es headquarters 2130 hour
dictated t senidrleaerdhiffi gade ds

Throughout the night leaders checked on their troops as both Canadian and
German artillery and mortar fire rained down on the town. When a rare silence
occurred, the Canadians overheard Germans talking softly to each other, datmgnst

an uncomfortable closeness between the two &ides.

4 LER WD, Dec 1943/09.944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, LACZuehlke,Ortong p. 257.
4 StevensA City at War p. 272; IER WD, Dec1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114/ AC;
Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 257258
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Map 4
ORTONA

Dec 20,1943 - Dec 28, 1943
A= Rubble Pile
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Seaforth Highlanders
of Canada

21 December 1943 (Afternoon / Evening)

SHC: D Coy, left flank protection
of LER 21 Dec 43

SHC: Battalion-complete

less C and D Coys moves into
Santa Maria di Costantinopoli

21 Dec43

LER: Thrust up Corso M. Bianchi to Piazza Vittoria,
D Coy left, B Coy right, 21 Dec 43

TRR: C Sqn in support of LER, 21 Dec 43

RCE: In support of TRR and LER, 21 Dec 43

SHC: C Coy has sti
in Santa Maria

fight up to and
antinopoli
21 Dec43

SHC: Evening, C Coy, 20 Dec 43

LER: Evening 20 Dec 43

Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPaint.
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Day 31 Wednesday22 December 1943 Advance into Old Town

Weather: A fine day. Warmer. Good visibilf;.

Approximate Fighting Strength as of 0600 hours 22 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORSs) ORs) ORs) ORS)
HQ 2 CIB 15/48 - - -
PPCLI 32 /585 - 0/3 -
LER 39/623 0/3 1/19 -
SHC 38 /608 1/6 1/9 0/1
RCA 90" AT 7/131 - - -
Bty

Hoffmeister had dictated to his subordinate commanders at the Loyal Eddies

headquarters the evening before that this

with the engineers, tanks and artillery aatk guns in support force tieazza Vittoria
andthen continue their advance up Highway T&fso Vittorio Emmanuelato the

heart ofthetowA’ The Seaforthso D Company would r el

Eddies with the continued t“®¥aTh&renmindempof ot ect i

the Saforths were to remain just east of Fhazza Vittoria given they were as an entire
battalion not fully committed to the fighting just yet, Hoffmeister mbenlikely

wanted to see how the daydés events played

progress in their advance north, fine. If not, he could commit a full second infantry
battalion to the fight. The Patricias were to remain just southwest of the town with one
prot®ct the |l eft

company out to brigadeods

4 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, AC.

4 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

4 SHC WD, Dec 1943, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.
4 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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Once the Canadians padgarough thd”iazza Vittoriathey would be into
Ortormdraland northern sect i oeffestivecgadgraphid @[ Ol d T
crown was theCastello("Castle"), built in the 15th century and a reminder of the days
when danger came from the seas rather than from the narrow strip of plateau to the
southwest® Although the castle's walls were thick, it had long been abandoned
Northeastern sections vecollapsing slowly down the clifindthe walls hd been
weakened by earthquakes and railway tunneffings a result it was not used as a
keystone in the German defertéeFrom theCastellodensely packed, stronghuilt
stone and brick rowhouses extendedthwest to th¥ia RapinoandPiazza Vittoria®®
The first stoey was often just a single large windowless room, restricting entry to one
solid wooden door with the room itself servimgditionally as a shop for a craftsman,
grocer or shopkeeper or as a home for Ortona's poorest resfuditts.second to fourth
stories werenostlyresidentialapartmentsvith a few stark rooms, shuttered windows
and iron rail balcoies>® In thoserow houses German paratroopers made ready their
defence.

TheCorso M. Bianchended at the south side of tAezza Vittoria but Highway
16 carried onto the road directly opposite running northward d@l@@orso Vittorio
Emmanuele Two blockseast of he Corso V. Emmanuellie Corso Garibaldiran
parallel along the cliffs. When tl@orso V. Emmanueleached th&iazza Municipal

it split into three main streets, t®rso Umberto funning northeast along the cliffs,

50 Nicholson,Official History, p. 324.

51 Porter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 86, para 245.; Reader's Digdste Canadians at War 1939/45,
Volume 2p. 368;Zuehlke,Ortona p. 37

52 ]lan Gooderson, Assimilating Urban Battle Expemge- The Canadians at Ortong!' 65.

53 Cook, TheNecessary Wap. 405. It is recommended that the reader see Appendix I, Maps 4 and 7.

54 Gooderson, Assimilating Urban Battle Experienedhe Canadians at Ortona," p.;@iehlke,Ortona p.
37.

55 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 37.

75



the Corso Matteottrunning northtowards theCastellg and theVia Tripoli that allowed

vehicles to exit the town through the north end. On the town's west side thesast

Via Rapinocturned into the/ia Donmarco which then turned north and split near the

Piazza San Francesco theVia CavourandVia Monte Maiella both streets running

northeast towards théa Tripoli.>® All of thesemajor roadsvere linked by secondary

streets built in irregular blocksinning north-southandeastwest. The main streets

were wide enough faanksbut t he combinati on of Ol d Tow

with the German rubble plan now made any advance up those streets extremely

challenging’

Left: "Via Dolorosa Ortona" by Charles Comfott.
With the destroyefattedrale San Tomaséar in
the backgroundzomfort achieves the visual effect

here for the narrowness of Ortona's secondary str

in Old Town. The painting also emphasizes hov
ef fecti ve rublllegprogamrwasanitts
regards to making already narrow secondary stre
even more challenging to advance through. Thi
Canadian soldier who is taking cover behind the
green shutter door on the left gives a sense of tt
narrowness of the secondary stseet

Predawn reconnaissance patrols by the Loyal Eddies before first light on 22

December revealed how the narrow side streets of Old Town were blocked with rubble

%6 |t is recommended that the reader review Appendix I, p. 210, Map 5 to review the location of the main
roads.

57 Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 1®hadian Military History p. 47 As discussed
in Chapter 2, p32 footnotes 1&4.

58 Canadian War Museum, "Paintingia Dolorosg Ortona," by Charles Comfort.
https://www.warmuseum.ca/collections/artifact/1014496/?q=paint+brush&page_num=1&item_num=3&media_irn=5
400304
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but theCorso Vittorio Emmanueleas free and clear for several hundred metres, with a

large rubble pile just 25 yards short of Biazza Municipali It was clear to the

Canadians that the Germans hoped their enemy would opt for the easier route up the

Corso Vittorio Emmanuelso that they could be brought into fBrmzza Municipali

The large rubble pile just before it would then bar the tanks &ot@ring thepiazzaand

thus force the dismounted infarry into th
LieutenantColonel Jefferson directed that the Loyal Eddies cleaPtaeza

Vittoria first, then advance upthersos o t hat Thre€&. Ri vdobasGapt

Troop could continue supporting the advankke also reorganized the battalion for the

day due to the past two days losses so they could advance along both main roads: A

Company would advance and clear the buildings on the left sitie Gbrso Vittorio

EmmanueleD Company would advance to clear the right side. The next side street to

the easWia Sapienzavas choked with rubble, so B Company would move to the next

street over and advance up erso Garibaldi®® C Company was striggal down and

its troops reassigned to the other three bringing them up to about 60 soldief's each.

Engineersectiongemained cdocated with thenfantry platoons. Additionally, the

Loyal Eddies brought up their own internapéunderantitank guns which could be

manoeuvred by twao-three dismounted troops to add extra direct firepowéey

were reinforced by eight moreounder s from the Ro%Wal Canac

Anti-Tank Battery. Together the Loyal Eddies and the gurowrsl commence

%9 Nicholson,Official History, p. 325.
60 Nicholson,Official History, pp. 325326 TRR WD, Dec 943 LAC.
61 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 263.
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blowing down the rubble piles and fire on any German positions that revealed
themselves.
Clearing of thePiazza Vittoriawas t he Loyal Eddies, engin
artill erymenos 5fTroapmavedint@tsesquasefandipsitiened dhairy .
four tanks tdire down all the streets that branched off peezza When the Loyal
Eddies moved into, across or around the edges aii@eand began taking fire, the
Thr ee Ri v e riderdified Germian ntachmengsamd sniper positions the
buildings surrounding theiazzaand methodically fired their tasknain gunsnto
windows and doors The tank fire was effective, bu
Sergeant Johnny Marchand becoming wounded in action when a singbénim in the
neck® Once it was determined that the buildings surroundingitezawere clear of
the enemy, the Loyal Eddies moved across to begin their advance Cgrod/ittorio

Emmansale.

62 TRR WD, Dec 943 LAC.
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Photos: A Canadian Army film and
photography unit was in Ortona on 22
December 1943, and as a result a number
photos of Sg twold triagen
were captured.

Top photo: Taken from the northeast corne
of thePiazza Vittorialooking west towards
theVia Raping a photograptrenot only
captures personnel providing medical
assistance to Sgt Marchand (right side of
photo), but also other medical and armout
personnel in the square. On the left a med
tends to a Three Rivers regiment walking
wounded soldier while a second medic
observes. Another soldier ducks and runs
across the opening to t@»orso Vittorio
Emmanueléo avoid possible German snipe
fire from up that street. Three Rivers
Regiment tanks are in the background.

Lower photos: Other shots taken of the
personnel conducting the medical triage of ¢
Marchand®

Phota With the PiazzaVittoria now
cleared, two Three Rivers RegimentM
Medium "Sherman" tanks provide
support to the dismounted soldiers in tr
square. The tank on the left observes
west down thé&/ia Raping while the tank
in the centre of the photo has its main
armament looking ndin up theCorso
Vittorio Emmanuelé*

Now that theLoyal Eddies had cleared tlrtazza Vittoria the next task was to
continue advancing up th@&orso Vittorio Emmanuelesing the same tactics as the day
before as directed by Lieuteng@oblonel Jefferson, clearing each house on both sides of

the street along the way. However, Eddies

B8TRR WD, Dec 1943, [h&Canadires atdvarr Violamebi 3663657 (tqp photo);
Canada At Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (websi{@pttom photos). Some sources write the incorrect date of Sgt
Mar chandd6s wounding, as both 21 December and 23 Decembe
diary clearly states that the incident occurred 22 Decen#isa, video footageo8 gt Mar chanddés tri age
found on the BritisiPathéGaz et t eds fABattl e of Ortonad documentary at r
AThe Battle of Ortonad documentary at minutes 35:36 to
64 Canada at Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (websitphoto). Video footage of these tanks engaging German
positions from théiazza Vittoriacan be found on the BritidhathéGa z et t eds fABattl e of Ortonao
minutes 0:12 t0 0:18, 1:14to 1:20and 1:25to 34 t he A Yout ubeod website.
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uncomfortable conducting these same tactics, so he dewvilseld plan that still met

Jef fer sonb6s PiazzacMuricipdlibut inseead behaskedtemake a surprise
charge down theorsa® It meant not clearing the houses on either side of the street,
but it just might bypass any small German posg which they could either mop up
afterwards or force the Germans to abandon their positions for fear of being trapped
behind the Canadian lines. Stone felt that the change in tactics was worth the risk:

fél talked to my ¢ ommtedtdhinmthattbefGermans r , and |
use noise to create an effect, divibwkasand &é Moani ng Mi nni ed mort
perhaps we could try the same thing. And so the squadron of tanks came up, one

troop with my company, started through the town in low gear, with sirens

screaming, and the main armament firing forward down the roadh@uises on

each side, and other armaments shooting sideways while we travelled under that

fire forward®®

The Three Riversod Troop had taken casual
Troop was brought wup to supgfersohhadt oneds ch
approved. Théankslined up in single file and advanced, sirens blaring, along the
Corso Vittorio Emmanuejevell-spaced between each other while the Edmonton
infantry advanced alongside. If there were any Germans in the houses on eaxh sid
the street, they were either incapable of knowing what to do about the Canadian advance
or they were withdrawing due to the swifter movement of the Canadians down the street
With the Germans wanting their enemy to advance dowrtthgn it meant hat the

Canadians would only arrive at their main defensive area that much sooner.

%lnmoden ur ban operations doctrine, St one wanted to cor
occurs when a military force travels from one point to a second @oitjective but does not clear buildings on
either side of the street when doing so. Altjiothis allows for a swifter advance, there is a great risk that the
military unit will be fired upon by enemsoldierswho are in the buildings that they are bypasdigD (Canada)A
Tactical Guide to Urban Operationgp. 41 to 45; and NATO Standard, AFB9, Urban Tacticspp. 45 to 413.
66 BDFL, minutes 11:29 to 1241
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Photo: Soldiers from the Loyal Edmonton
Regimentengineerand a Shermatank from the
Three Rivers Regiment move alo@grso Vittorio

Emmanuelén Ortona's "Old Town" 22 or 23
December 1943. Note the height and constructior
the buildings, and how they stand shoultder
shoulder with each othefi St one6s per
conducted down this stre®t.

Therush worked wll until it stopped just a couple of dozen yards before the large
rubble pile just south of theiazza Municipal Stone commented:

fil must say we made remarkable progress for about a hundred yards until we got

to the first square when unfortueigt the lead tank stopped. And | ran to the tank

and with my rifle butt | made enough noise that | got the tank commander to put

his head outawmedyoboussaidppdbsdkemidesd he sai d
on the road and tanks are very vulnerable intadvns. I  wonodt repeat my pl
at the time, but there was no more tank support and | must say the whole
momentum of the a% itack died right then. o

The tanks stopped their forward movement and had also stopped firing, causing the

infantry to follow suit. Stone was extremely upset that the tank commander hesitated at

one particular piece of sheet metal thatvorried was covering an aftank mine.

Stone recalled how the tank commander st at
$20,000?k Itcané6sBtopne replied that each of
at all and they were worth a million dollars apiece. At that point, the Germans appeared

to havequickly regrouped aftarealizing that the Canadians had stopped omthi@

corsa. Small arms fire and a 57mPRAK anti-tank gun began shooting from thimzza

Stone directed a lone PIAT gunner to take out thetank gun but the round failed to

67 Legion Magazinelnto Ortona Then and Navinttps://legionmagazine.com/en/2009/03/inttonathen
andnow/. There are discrepancies within theaurces as to the exact date of when the photo was talsen.video
footage of the tanks and the soldiers advancing dowedhé®can beseenin the BritishPathéGaz et t e6s ABat t | e
Ortonad documentary at minut esoun:d2 0 nt ¢ hCe: 2A7Y oaurt du bnei dn uteebss
68 BDFL, minutes 12:14 to 12:56.
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hit the target, forcing Stone to take out the gun himself using a smoke grenade as cover
and then throwing a grenade as he charged the gun, killing the @rgwinfantrymen
managed to get past the large rubble pile and intBiweza Municipalbut one was
almost immediately killed in action. Knowing that they could go no further, the
infantrymen from both A and D Companies quickly went into the houses on either side
of thecorsoand around the south side of tfiiazzato begin clearing them, for to remain
here with no forward movement would be a grave tactical &tior.

As it turned out, Stone was faulty for becoming angry at the tank commander, as a
group of minesvere soon discovered near the north enthe€orsoclose to the large
rubble pile, whiclprevente®2 T r o o pfrdore advaacmdferward The Canadian
engineers and pioneers could not remove the mines as the German machine guns kept
them at bay. Corporal George Campion took a handful of smoke grenades, ran out into
the open street about 30 yards in front of the mines and threw the gremarkstd a
smoke screenThe engineers ran out into the striedtis strongly suggested that even
with the smoke screen they demonstrated as much courage as Cawgiidied the
mines were safe tlandleand began carrying theaway, while Campion raiirned to
grab more smoke grenades. Once the smoke had cleared the Germans drove the
engineers offvith small arms fireso Campion once again ran out into the open, threw
more smoke grenades so that the engineers could return to their work, cleared the

remaining mines off of the street, and allowed the tanks to move forward to the large

69 Stone would later return to the area and pick up the piece of sheet metal that had so concerned the tank
commander. There was nothing underneath of it, which only fuelled his ahgglke,Ortong pp. 263265.
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rubble pile at the south entrance to Fhazza Municipali Campionaterreceivedthe
Military Medal for his actions”
Meanwhile, a short distance totheeast, B@anny kept pace on t he
flank along theCorso Garibaldi,clearing buildings en route andraingjust short of the
piazza All three of the companies with their engineers,-tark guns and tanks took
the remainder of the day to clear the 8ungs on their respective streets. Major (retired)
A. J. Rudd, a sergeant and acting platoon c
during the battle, discussed the tactics that had been used up to this point in the fighting,

that of clearing houses fromtheai n f | oor u p waprod st e(cthhnei gfiubeo)t:t

fiThe battalion advanced into Ortona with tw
right of the main street. Covered by Bren gunners, the lead sections closed up to the
door, the sectioncommanderoul d toss in a 6360 or 66906 ha

section would rush in to clear the bottom floor. We tried to gain the upstairs as soon
as poé&sible. o

By the end of the day the Loyal Eddies had achieved a strong toehold into Old
Town. As per tk evening before there had been no German counterattack, so the
Eddies established hasty defensive positions on the south sideptdzhato allow
them the opportunity to rest, remove casua
orders. The suppting tanks, which had not only provided direct fire throughout the
day against German positions in all of the buildings main and upper floors, also brought
up supplies to the infantry and engineers. When they withdrew for the evening at 1700
hours to re@nish their ammunition and fuel, they also evacuated infantry and engineer

casualtied? At 2010 hours a German patrol of ten soldiers with three MG 42s

70 StevensA City at War p. 274. Sadly, after being promoted to the rank of Sergeant, Campion would be
killed in action at the Hitler Line nedMonte Cassinén the Spring of 1944. Mount Campion in Jasper National Park
is named after him.

“Brown, fiThe Ro c koGahadiah Miitanntistorys t6nTe darify, the Eddies were
actually advancing three companies updiasusse@n p.77, footnote60.

72 Nicholson,Official History, p. 326.
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supported by antiank guns was engaged by B Company who successfully drove away
the infiltrators?™
That day, theSeaforth6D Companydid not advance with the EdmontonBistead

early in the day.ieutenaritColonel Jefferson shifted them to the west side oPiheza

Vittoria to protect he Loy al Eddi
left flank by clearing down th¥ia

Rapinoto theVia Donmarcotowards

Loyal Eddies, engineers and the Three
Rivers tanks cleared th&azza

Vittoria and began their advance up

Photo (above): Two Three Rivers Regiment Shermr the Corso Vittorio Emmanueline
tanks in thePiazza Vittoria Ortona. The tank on the
left points its armament north up tBerso Vittorio
Emmanuelé o support the Loy
tank in the far distant centre points its armament w .
down theViaRapint 0 support t h Supportingtanks advanced down the

Company’

Seaforthsdéd D Company,

Via Raping thus pressing the German
defenders in two directions. The Seaforth company encountered German positions as
they slowly advanced west along thia but they faced a number of challenges. They

were already welunderstrength, counting only 42 soldiers in tethen they joined the

BHQ2CIBWD, Dec 1943,LACl nt erestingly, this event is not menti
diary at all.
74 Photo fromCanada At Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (website). Interestingly, both Nichdtstme Official
History and Zuehlken Ortonahave this photin their publicaions, and the text in both states that these tanks are
moving north up th€orso Vittorio Emmanuel@®wards thé?iazza Municipaland the Rubble Pile on 23 December
1943. However, when one looks at Google Maps in its street view mode, one can sedthilalinigeon the left
remains standing in tH@iazza Vittoriato this day, and that the above photo was taken from the northeast corner of the
Piazza Vittorialooking west down th&ia Rapino Also, given the very little amount of damage to the streitan
photo above compared to thRotos on p79, it ismore than likely the early morning of 22 December 1943.
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battle at Ortona on 20 DecemberThere was also no possibility of a swift advance
westwards due to Aéheavy enemy opposition
entrenched in demolished buildingséo and t
Edmontons® left flank.

The remainder of the battalion remained aro8adta Maria di Constantinopoli
church throughouthe dayresting and then conducting battle procedure should they be

committed by Hoffmeister to battle the next day. They cangerGermanmortar fire

as aresult around 1030 hours. The
church, with its heavy brick walls
and leadtiled roof provided good
protection against thigre and

shrapnel However one mortar

round struck theantiank pl at oon

Phot o (bel ow): -t alnkke pSea
ammunition truck and tF
burns after the former was struck by German morte

fire outside the church &anta Maria di . )
Constantinopolf” destroyedhe battalionIntelligence

ammunition truckThe explosion

Of f i c e.rABg with greapriskhe Seaforths Commanding Officer Majohomson
drove his own jeep out of the danger area before it could be destroyed by the exploding

ammunition. Thignortarfire fell on the Seaforths throughotlite afternoon until A

> Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 265.

76 SHC WD, Dec 1943, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.

7 Nicholson,Official History, p. 336 (photo). In the accompanying narrative Nichoisdhe Official
History states that this event occurred 23 December, but that is incoffezBeaforthavar di ar yds descri pt
eventstate22 December; Whitcombe and Gilmotihe Pictoral History of Canada's Army Overseas 19B%5 p.
109 (narrative).Also, video footage of these burning vehicles can be found in the BriaisléGa z et t e 6 s

i B a
Ortonad documentary at minutes 1:08 to 1:10 on the

tl e
You

O~
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Company observation posts finally spotted ¢hemymortarsaround 1500 hours and
employed their antiank guns and mortars to destroy or scuttle the Gerfans.

Canadian antfank guntactics evolved swiftly enough that by the end of the day
there was a standard procedure that would be used over the following days. First a high
explosive round was fired through the windows andbors, destroying any German
soldiers and their weaposgstems inside. If windows and doors were not present, they
i nitially punched a hol e t hprerginggoundaherb ui | di n
followed it up with the higkexplosive round through the same hSlavhen German
troops or sharpshootersve being particularly stubborn while holding out in a building,
theantirtankgunners went to work on them too:

"All of them learned how to cavi@ clay-tile roofs onto German snipers with a
single weltplaced épounder shell. When it waiscovered that the-pounder's

solid shot could not penetrate the thick stone and masonry of Italian row houses,
they fired highexplosive rounds through windows and doors to burst inside in
their own version of roorslearing tactics®

As one soldietater recalled "We used the atdink guns in a unique way. The
shells could not penetrate the granite walls, sometimes 4 feet thick. So we just put them
(the shells) through the windows and they bounced around inside much like they would
in an enemy tak doing horrible damagé! If Three Rivers Regiment tanks could not
elevate their guns high enough to fire at enemy soldiers in the upper stories of houses,
the 6pounders were rolled up rubble ranfpdn the later days of the fight, the 6
pounders were used topplebuildings by blowing out thecorners, and it did not take

a lot of shells or time to do so. This allowed the Canadians to "clear” the buildings

8 Roy, TheSeaforth Highlanders. 266.

7 Windsor, Sarty, MilnerLoyal Gunnersp. 310; StevensA City at War p. 276.

80 Windsor, Sarty, MilnerLoyal Gunnersp. 310.

81 Dancocks The DDay Dodgerspp. 220221; Copp with NielsenNo Price Too Highp. 132.
82 Windsor, Sarty, MilnerLoyal Gunnersp. 310.
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without having to send infantry soldiergo harm's way. Two large blocks of Ortona
were destroyedith this method® Seeing as how the range of these weapons is 1000
yards and meant to destroy tanése does not have to guess how violent the effects of
this weapon are at such a short rangpenvused against piles of rubble, houses, and
German bodie¥
The results of using the@ounders in particular as "amtibble," antisniper" and
"anti-house" weapons were fantastic. "I can't remember how many bloody barrels we
went through. Eventually, instead of us going back to pick up ammunition at the
ammuniton park, they sent up the big trucks loaded with ammunition. We were firing it
as fast as we could. That's where | lost my hearing,” commented Lieutenant George
Brown, who commanded the Loyal Eddasti-tank platoon® LieutenariColonel
Jefferson thought thenti-tankguns were "marvellous stuff,” and Welsh's atietion
report described "the effect ofunder high explosive in buildings" as "devastating."
The Germans seemed to agree with that assessment, as tharweecorded "from the
evidence of enemy prisoners interrogated, the effect on the enemy was most
detrimental.®
Il n the early evening Hoff meister went f
announce Thomsonds pr o-Gotonhdj aodbriefed himthatthen g L i e
brigade plan had chang&dWith the stubborn defence being employed by the Germans
T it is remembered that tH&iazza Municipalwas the eastern section of their main

defensive area, and it is here that the German paratroopers had to halt the Canadian

8 bid., p. 310.

84 Reader's Digesfhe Tools of Wap. 40.

8 DancocksThe DDay Dodgersp. 178.

86 porter, DND DHH CMHQ reports p. 91, para. 260)Vindsor, Sarty, MilnerLoyal Gunnersp. 310.
87 SHC WD, Dec1943, RG24-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.
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advance as part of their effort along thaestavLine i Hoffmeister had made the
decision to commit the Seaforths entirely to thétfigThe Loyal Eddies were to destroy
the Germans in thRiazza Municipaland continue their advance through Old Town
towards theVia Tripoli. With theCorso Vittorio Emmanueleow cleared it was now
the boundary between the Eddies and the Seaforthmnddn was directed to move his
battalion to thdiazza Vittoriathat evening and the following morning would advance
west up the/ia RapinocandVia Donmarcaoso that they could then turn north and clear
the western side of Ortona. Hoffmeister hoped théd®a could press throudghiazza
San Francescoadvance ulia Cavourand flank the German position at thmzza
Municipali.# The PPCLI was to remain in rese¥eThe Seaforths moved to the
Piazza Vittoriathat evening to link up with D Company amstablish hasty defensive
positions until the advance the next morning.

Three days of determined fighting by the German defenders had made the
Canadians realize that Ortona and notAfelli river was the eastern anchor of the
GustavLine, and the LoyaEddies would not be able to win this fight alone.
Hoffmeister had made the decision to make this abiudjade fight in order to win the

town and open up Highway 16.

88 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 266.
8 DelaneyThe Sol di ep.40310Gener al
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Map 4

| ‘Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (SHC)

ORTONA

Dec 20,1943 - Dec 20, 1943 - |

A= Rubble Pile

22 December 1943

LER, TRR, RCE, RCA: “Stone’s Penstration”
followed by thrust to the rubble pile on Corso Vittorio
Emmanusle, A Coy left, D Coy right. B Coy thrust on
Corso Garibaldi, 22 Dec 43

SHC: D Coy along Via Rapino
Evening, battalion tactical

move to Piasza Vittoria, 22 Dec 43
SHC: D Coy, left flank protection

LER: Thrust up Corso M. Bianchi to Piasza Vittoria, of LER 21 Dec 43
D Coy left, B Coy right, 21 Dec 43 SHC: Battalion-complete
TRR: C Squ in support of LER, 21 Dec 43 less C and D Coys moves into
RCE: In support of TRR and LER, 21 Dec 43 Santa Maria di Costantinopoli

21 Dec 43

. ) SHC: C Coy has stiff fizht up to and
LER: Mbtuiig it i, Sl by i Sainta Movia &i Costantinopoll

infiltration to “Iohnson’s House” (pensions) . 5t
D Coy left, B Coy right, 21 Dec 43 it

LER: Evening 20 Dec 43 SHC: Evening, C Coy, 20 Dec 43

Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPaint.

Photo: Three Rivers Regiment M Medium Sherman Tanks in tRéazza Vittoria®

9 Canada At Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (website)
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Chapter 41 23-24 December 1943

Day 41 Thursday 23 December 1943 The Slow AdvanceThrough Old Town

"In Memory of a Dear Son. Time So Far Has Only Proved
How Much We Miss You."

- The statement written by the family of Private Donald Roderick McDonald,
Loyal Edmonton Regiment, killed in action 23 December 1943 (age 22).
Private McDonald is buried at Moro River Commonwealth War Cemetery, tiaiy.

Weather: Foggy, damp, intermittent showers, visibility generally foor.

Approximate Fighting Strength as of 0600 hours 23 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORs) ORs) ORs) ORs)
HQ 2 CIB 15/46 - - -
PPCLI 30/576 0/3 0/7 0/1
LER 35/572 - - -
SHC 26 / 584 1/6 1/9 0/1
RCA 90" AT 7/131 - - -
Bty
TRR Unknown 0/1 0/2

With the realization that Ortona was the eastern anchor @uls&avLine 1%

Canadi an

I nfantry

D iGeriemmlcChrié ¥okes directdd n d e r

Maj o

Canadian Infantry Brigade to advance northwards just to the west of Ortona to reach the

coasr oad at

t he

nort hwestern

of t

he

German defenders completel§™ Canadian Infantry Brigade would begin that advance
today and have challenging days ah&akhside the town the Loyal Eddies were now at
the Piazza Municipal the eastern portion of the German principle kill zone of their

area. Here the enemyods

main defensive

stronger buildings surrounding tp&azzaand a number of weapons systems. An-anti

1 Eric McGeer Words of Valediction and Remembrance: Canadian Epitaphs &etbend World Wa(St.
Catharines: Vanwell Publishing Limited, 2008. 162.

2HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC

3 StevensThe Royal Canadian Regimept 116.
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tank gun hidden on the street and no less than five machine gun emplacements with
supporting riflemen in t hepidzzihidefdncengs d seco
riflemen, submachine gunners and grenadiers waited to welcome the Canadians on the
main and hird floors, with snipers and marksmen on the top fl6ors.

LieutenantColonel Jefferson directed the Edmontons to continue advancing north
towards theVia Tripoli to isolate and cut off the northeastern portion of Old Tew.
and D Companiewere to clear the buildings arouRthzza Municipalwhile B
Company would simultaneously clear the buildings east to secure the southGadmf
Umberto land then move ntheastwards. With the gredent already set from the
previous two days, Hoffmeister directed Thomson to give Jefferson a Seaforth company
to protect the Loyal Eddiesd | eft flank so
German attack driving intdite Ed mont ons from t he west si deé
B Company received the task. The company commander Captain Buchanan went
forward at first light to conduct a reconnaissance on the streets directly west of the
Corso Vittorio Emmanuel® determme where his company would advance exactly.
B Company would eventually be dispatched at 1100 hours to conduct this task.

The high level of violence that had been expended t8"§&anadian Infantry
Brigadeds troops | ubatHdffroeistertdecidingitodcanmé evenf t h e
more brigade resources to the fight to give hiswsuiks more of an advantage. First, he

directed the ThrCelenel R.L. Baothdsgive dne neote tadzlitioaah t

4 StevensA City at War p. 274. DND (Canada)lUnique Operations Urban, p. 6 Please alseview
Chapter 2, p. 36, footnotes 29 to 31.
5 Nicholson,Official History, p. 326.
6 SHC WD 1943/0431 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC Interestingly, Nicholson in th&fficial
History states that D Company received this task, which as a result has many other sources stating the same thing.
The source of the confusion is more than I|Iikely because
left flank on 2222 December.
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troop of tanks to each infantry battalion.
Troop, and C Sqguadron sent Captain R.C. Ye
Lieutenant Bierds 2 Tr o dgitonalosupponteoth&eaf ort hs
Edmont ons t"Ami-TakBaibesy, JT@op, would position two-pdunder

antitank guns on a headland southeast of the town which had a direct line of sight into

the area just northeast of tReazza Municipaland alongCorso Umberto.l The 17

pounder guns were too large and too heavy to manhandle the weapons down Ortona’'s
streets, but the Canadiananted to use them in danti-house" role.J Troopd s

commander Captain H. Burnett pladkd guns approximately 1,500 ntes southeast of

Ortong the viewhad direct line of sightvhich gave the gunners excellent firing

opportunities against the houses along the cliffs. Thgolindersvere directed tdire
armourpiercing rounds into the buildings containing the stublb@itschirmjager with

the Loyal Eddies observing where the rounds struck so they could call back corrections

via radio. From this position they were tasked to batter the buildings and German

defences all day.

I n the morni ndakress@rird lyd hGampamydés engi ne
Eddi esd® supporting and acting as security
Corso Vittorio Emmanuete o al |l ow Yel |l andds 48Troop to n
However, there was still the matter of thegarubble pile at the south end of Piazza

Municipalii. Oncet he engi neers completed their task

Boyd brought up hispounder anttank guns and at 0500 hours demonstrated their

7 Windsor, Sarty, Milnerl.oyal Gunnerspp. 316311. Very brief video footage of the-ppunder anttank
gun firing at German positions 1,500 yards from Ortonab
of Ortonad documelbt aroy 3a8t: 4r6i mint dh e3 FIYout ubed website.

8 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LACTRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC
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value as violent alarm clocks. The ataink guns fired repeatedly at the rubble pile
methodically lowering it and blowing concrete, steel, and brick intpieza Once
enough of the rubble was reduced, the-atk guns began firing at other obstacles and
suspected German positions aroundstipeare’

Three of the five German machine gun posts located in one building on the left
side of thepjazzae ngaged D Companydés troops as soon
heavy volume of small arms fire and grenades Private C.G. Rattray wifhdwds
wormed their way over the reduced rubble pile and entered the building. Rattray left his
two comrades to deal with the Germans on the main floor, moved upstairs and captured
the three machine guns, the five enemy soldiers manning them and ameassof
weapong® Wi t h t he Edmontons6é two companies now
piazza 4 Troopds tanks arrived at 0800 hours
pile and fired into the remaining German positions, but could dgantizer due to a
hidden German 75mm aftink gunt! The laborious, tim&onsuming fight was now
on as the Loyal Eddies D and A Companies, supported by the engineers, tanks and the
antitank guns slowly worked their way around thazzaby clearing eachoom, each
floor, and each building from the ground floor upwards. Thetank guns were
assisted by the mortars in killing or keeping German snipers and marksmen at bay, the
rounds striking the top floors and rooftops of the buildings on the otheofside

piazza'? The violence was intensacredibly high and the building clearing process

9HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LACLER WD 1943/091944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943,
LAC; StevensA City at War p. 274.

10 stevensA City at War pp. 274275. Interestingly, Zuehlke includes the same sto@rionaon pp. 265
266, using Stevens as the resource, but writes the event as if it had occurred on 22 December. Stevens clearly
indicates that the event occurred 23 December.

11 TRR WD, D& 1943, LAC

12 DND Unique Operationg Urban, p. 8.
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took all morning'® While D and A Companies, the engineers, the tanks, and artillery
kept the Germans busy in tReazzaMunicipali, B Company began working their way
along the south end @orso Umberto .l

Moving through the streets and entering buildings on the main floor proved to be
dangerou$ casualties were beginning to add up. The Germans expected that the
Canadians were fighting into buildings from the bottom
up as they had done for the first two/daf the battle.
As a result, the Germans held the initiative and could
plan their defence accordinglysiting their small arms

to shoot at, or placing booby traps at the entrances of,

doors and windows where they knew the Canadians

Photo:
Captain Wilmot George . - .
F()Bi”) Longhurst, J had to entef and tus inflict more casualties. One
Officer Commanding
A Company, Canadian who recognized that to conduct this same

Loyal Edmonton Regiment
is often credited with being the
first to use t

techngue*

bottomup tactic repeatedly was reinforcing failure

believed there was a better way to fight that would give

the Canadians the initiative. In the afternoon the Loyal Edéli€ompany commander,
Captain Wi I mot George (Bill) Longhurst, ca

top floor of a rowhouse the Edmontons had capttitdde directed them to create an

13 As an example, during the Battle of Second Fallujah in November 2004 it took American forces
approximately 45 minutes to clear a single-storey house with fire support, and approximately 90 mirtotekar
the samesized house without fire support. Given that the buildings are the same size or larger in Ortona it would take
the Canadians the same amount of time to clear each building as they advanced. Russell Glenn, "A Tale of Free Cities
(Fallujah, Iraq 2004),0Operations in the Urban Environmemt B-A-1-10. Given the size of the buildings around the
Piazza Municipal taking oneto-two hours to clear one building would be normal.

“sadly, Longhurst was killed in action 21 October 19
across th&avioRiver, Italy. He was 33 years old. ZuehlBattle of Ortonapp. 7475.

15 Pioneers are infantry soldiers that have been given basiteemgiaining with regards to demolitions,
obstacle construction and destruction, and building revetments and supports for structures. | have worked with
infantry Pioneers frequently and they are invaluable for their skills.
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improvised demolition from plastic explosive so that theyld blow a hole in the wall
that butted up against the building next door. They placed the explosive device on a
chair to create the hole at the right height for entry, lit the fuse and all withdrew to the
lower floors. The explosion created the halely due to the construction of the
buildings being sidéy-side, Longhurst discovered another wall. The process was
repeated and another hole created which led into the next building. With the
Amousehol ed created, sect starnfomthd lowerflawro p s
and went through the holes. After quicklgaring the top floor they began moving the
building from the topdown, throwing grenades down the stairs first to shower the
surprised Germans. The concussions from the grenaddd momentarily daze the
defenders, allowing the Canadians to swiftly move down the stairs and Kill the
enemy*t

This fAmousehol ed techniqgue had actual
published i n a Br it i sdoctrindf pulglitaton,alfpoughn Bui |
within that document it was <called Athe
house with an axe or explosive charge, throw in a number of grenades and enter the
house while firing small arms. However, given thee instances of sustained urban
operations up to this point in the war, it was little known, in particular amongst the
Canadiansd’ Regardless, with the success of it occurring here, Longhurst quickly

directed his subordinates to employ it again,im@gg a long afternoon of clearing

16 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 285286; Porter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp.89, para. 255.
17 Although Major Jim Stone had taught in British training schools, he had never heard of the vertical

technique. After Longhurst had reported his success, Stone recalled in two separateimtesy il was most

it was quite new to me,0 and Al 6éd been to battle dril]l

21:54 and Dancock3he DDay Dodgersp. 177, respectively.

95

S W

t

y

vV €

n



buildings from the tolown instead of from the botteap. The word spread fast about

the success of mouseholing amongst both the Loyal Eddies and the Seaforths battalions,
and the Canadians soon began using it andingfithe technique. Some realized that if

the explosive charge was large enough, it could injure or kill Germans who were
immediately on the other side of the wall due to the concussion and flying pieces of
mortar, brick and wood. Once the mousehole evaated, the Canadians learned to

throw grenades thugh it to burst andaze or kill the enemyThen theyrushedthrough

the newlyblown entrance and finigd off survivorswith small arms fire. The Seaforths

and their engineers used PIAT projectéed abandoneGerman Teller ardiank mines

as well in order to mousehoté:

iSergeant Harry Rankin of the Seaforthsé Pi
the logical thing to do, once the hazard of
platoon was recovering hordes of Teller datik mines, which were perfect for the

task of mousénoling. He would jam a bayonet into the wall, hang a Teller on it, slip

a short time fuse to the built detonator, light it, and run like hell. Usuallyethesult

would be a nice hole in the wall through which the infantry could move. Sometimes

the charge would fail to open a hole; other times it would bring the entire house

crashing down. OWe arendt exactly practici
would say, when an officer complained that the house he was planning to capture had
instead beeth demolished. 0

Canadian engineegot creative with their explosive devicaaddemolition
charges The standard "beehive" charges were common and due to their manufacture

could be safely handled. Its cesleaped plastic explosive charge was placed on a chair

18 Seaforths' commanding officeidutenantColonelSyd Thomson recalled that Teller mines were used to
create holes through walls in his interview onBigFL's "Fighting in Built Up Areas 1932945, Part 2, Ortona,"
minutes22:34- 23:30; Cook also mentions the Canadian use of Telletamkimines irhis book,The Necessary
War, p. 411.

19 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 286287. It must be noted that the Seaforths only had a platoon, and not a company,
of pioneer soldiers. By doctrinal standards infantry battalions only have one Pioneer platoon, althoifgiotradkt
battalion commanders and their subordinate company comm
Pioneers given their skills!
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or tied to a pole that was leaned against the wall so that therbated would baigh
enough off the floor that troops could enter the adjoining room by ducking through the
hole and not have to crawl on all fours to move through the entrance created. Attaching
the explosive to agle in order to lean it against the wall also allowed ibe placed

from a coveregbosition?® If beehives werenot available, the engineers prepared
improviseddemolition charges unusual in design but effedtiveesult. One method

was toput approximately thirty pounds of explosive in a fgatlon gasline car?® If

the Canadians had emter a buildingt streetlevel with theGermans above them, the
engineers would put approximately thirty pounds of fused "808" plastieexglosive

on a chair in the centre of a room, ignite the fuse,ratick from the building; once it
exploded there were rarely any upper rooms left to séarch.

Throughout the day the Loyal Eddies D and A Companies with their supporting
engineers, tankartillery, andmortars continued fighting through and aroundRiezza
Municipali, using the mouseholing technique and thedoprn method as their main
house clearing tacticBoth troops of tanks from A and C Squadrareseinitially
delayed when they entered tAmzzaMunicipali at 0800 hours by the German 75mm
antitank gun but Sergeant R. Huard t a mldstroedit at\w100 hours Afterwards

all eighttanks advanced into and around fl&zzato fire onat German positions on the

20 Bercuson,The Fighting Canadiang. 220.
21 porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 91, para. 260.
22Kerry and McDill, The History of the Corps of Royal Canadian Engingerd 70. Itis okay to chuckle at
that statement. | certainly did when [ first read it.
Staff Sergeant David Bellavia fought with the U.S. First Infantry Division (the "Big Red Gmel'was a
veteran of the urban battle of Second Fallujah, Irag in Noveibeember 2004. He stated "Engineers usually get
abused by the infantry, but the truth is they (Engineers) are the intellectuals of the combat arms branches. They have a
million crafty solutions to problems that would make us knuckBgging infantry types scratch our heads and
pause. 0 After serving in the Canadian Armed Forces for
SSgt Bell avi ads eagnsees Stadbergeant Ravid Balaviaiwithaohiy Brunihipuse to House:
An Epic Memoir of WagNew York: Pocket Star, 2008), p. 78.
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top floors of the buildings and down the streets. With eight tanks now ehiij@ge

enemy the level of violence must have been astounding and quite pleasing to the

Canadian infantry, engineers and artillerym@&y.last light the Canadians haldared

the buildings surrounding th@azzaand established a hasty defence on its reddi

just short of thé’iazza San Tomassa he tanks withdrew at 1630 hoursavoid being

destroyed by infiltrating German soldigendto refuel, rearm and refié. Concurrently

the Eddies B Company atioeir engineers had cleared eastwards up to and established a

hasty defence at the south entranc€afso Umberto.?* To strengthen that defence

the Eddies brought gnderamiank guhs arndIpasitiobeait t al i o

them to observe and fire dovihecorsg out into the port area and into the entrance of

the railway tunnel at the north end of the totvrEight Germansincluding two

Company Sergeadajors and two Sergeants had been taken as prisoners & war.
LieutenantColonel Thomson established his headquarters in a tall building in the

Piazza Vittoriaat 0900 hours so that he could observeranghinclose to higorward

troops. The height of the building gave Thomson a fantastic view of the urban

battlefield, but he must have bespottedby the Germans at 1100 hours mortdire

struck his positionl t was al so at this ti wstdattacheadt t he

to the Loyal Eddies, m@ddown theVia Rapincand then north onto théa Della

Pacet 0o protect t he ?E@emamdefences derd ceaflenging hemn k .

also as it took the company from 1100 to 1300 hours to advance 50 yards down the

28HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.; LER WD 1943/0944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943,
LAC; TRR WD, Dec 1943, AC; Porter,DND, DHH, CMHQ reportsp. 88, para. 253.

24 Nicholson,Official History, p. 326.

25 porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 88, para. 25

26HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LACLER WD 1943/091944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943,
LAC.

27 SHC WD 1943/0431 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACZuehlke,Ortona, p. XX, map 4.
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street, even with suppdromL i e ut e n 2 Mroopd tanks As a result, Thomson
gaveA Companyafi b e p r e fask toigporttBaCompany in its advance while

also alertingd Company that they would be thrown into the fight shortly. B and A
Companies linked up at approximately 1730 hour¥iaDella PaceandVia Amena
respectively while D Company moved down Wia Rapinato Via Donmarcoand

turned north. All three companies established hasty defensive positions at 1800 hours in
the narrow secondary streets betw€emnso Vittorio EmmanuelandVia Donmarco

while C Company remained in its location between the chur8aofa Maria di

ConstantinopolandPiazza Vittoria. The Germans remained busy and kept the

Photos: A Three Rivers Regimdanhkpositions itself just west of the northwest corner of the
Piazza Vittoriaand points its armament west down tfia Rapinain order to protect the Seaforths
and engi ne e advahce dowathak stredtg i n g

Canadians awake throughout the nighising the buildings as cover itdfiltrate behind
the SeaforthsWhen caughtsmall but sharp firefightbroke out. he sounds of

explosionsalsorocked the night as the Germans continued denogjigiouses to create

28 SHC WD 1943/0431 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACZuehlke,Ortona p. XX, map 4.
Sources consulted for this thesis st &bzalMtttria Howeverj s t ank
when one looks at Google Maps in its street view mode, one can see that the building on the left remains standing in
thePiazza Vittoriato this day, and that the above photo was taken from the northwest cornePiaizite Vittoria
looking west down th¥ia Rapino Thus, the tank is actually rumbliogt of the square, not into it. Also, video
footage of this and a eend tank on th&ia Rapinocan be found in the BritisRathéGa z et t e 6s fiBattl e of
documentary at minutes 0:18 to 0:20 and in Edoardo di P
to 27:26 and minutesYB8tbEbedbowBdBsODRe. both on the i
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rubble and obstaclesd as @rman artillery and mortdire fell on al of the Seafo
positions®

Hoffmeister was busy #iday too. Effective kaders must demonstrate that they
care for their soldiets w e.|VWhierthe Ortona battlegedthat day Hoffmeister
slipped out andisited the temporary medical hospital located in a schogaatVito
Chietina The number of wounded that were present was overwhelming with soldiers
crowding the rooms and hallways, some on cots but many just stretched out on blankets
on the floor. H&f meisternoticed that most still had the original blood from their
wounds on their faces and hands because the two surgeons along with too few medics
were working norstop trying to save the very critically injured. Even those who had
been treated lookeshddened, placed to the side to recover with nobody following up to
see if they needed any further assistance. German artélerdund the buildingnd
had struck a truck thatas being used astemporary walafter part of theriginal wall
wasdestroyed. Hoffmeistei wor ri ed t hat the wounded sol di
psychological stamina were weakening as they lay waiéing concerned thather
soldiers would soon learn that ttveundedmay not be properly taken careio$poke to
Dr. Frank Mils, one of the surgeons. Both agreed about the challenging conditions and
Hoffmeistersuggested thdhrough their respective chaio$-commandheyboth
requesnursing sisters to come assiS€¥fficially women were not allowed that close to
thefrontlines, but given the circumstandeand the fact that Hatfieisterwas a
Brigadieri the requests were submitted to the hospital south @dhgroriver and

volunteers were sought. The nursing sistdesnonstrating their usual high dedication

29SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.
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to the soldiersall volunteeredmmediately The next day, Christmas Eve, the
contingent of nursing sisters arrivedSatn Vito Chietin@and worked under the shellfire
where they provided the essential medical aid and comfort thaneisterknew had
been nissing°
The dayods gai aste loyaldEddeserenengsilfed wittihe
German main defensive area at hazza Municipalandwhile the Seaforthsvere still
moving into position to support them by reachitigzza San Francesacon t he t own 0 ¢
west side. For the next day, both infantry battalions were directed to continue the
advancé there was morthanlikely hope that with the development of the
mouseholing technique combined with the exto@ps and firepowehat Hoffmeister
had provided that the Canadiammuldc r ack open t he Ger mansd6 de
Loyal Eddies could fight through to teazza Plebiscitand cutthe enemy in half or
the Seaforths couldhovearoundthe western side of town and flank the enemy holding
out against the Loyal Eddi es, or perhaps b
fighting the Germans realidehat the Canadians hadbstantiallyreinforced their
efforts Thus, heFallschirmjagertoo had to react accordingly if they wanted to hold

this part ofthe GustavLine.

DelaneyThe Sol di gp.403104PetameyiiaWhen Leader shi ftreRg@al |y Matt e
Warriors, p. 147148; ZuehlkeQOrtona, pp. 296291.
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Map 4
ORTONA

Dec 20,1943 - Dec 28, 1943
A= Rubble Pile

“The Rubble Pile”

“Dec 20, I
ZoNA 0
o Jle  avenac

Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) | [ Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (SHC)

23 December 1943

LER, TRR, RCE: Slow thrust, mouseholing,
Piazza Municipali, Town Hall, 90th AT
battery 2 x 17-pounder AT zuns and TRR HQ
tanks pound Corso Umberto I, 23-25 Dec 43

: “Stone’s Penetration”

3 . D Coy right. B Coy thrus
Corso Garibaldi, 22 Dec 43

LER: Thrust up Corso M. Bianchi to Piasza Vittoria
D Coyleft. BC

SHC, RCE: B Coy protect LER left
flank and are jomed by A Coy on
Via Dslla Pace; D Coy thrust along
Via Rapino to Via Amena,

23Dec 43

SHC: D Coy along Via Rapino

SHC: D Coy, left k protection
of LER 21 Dec 43

SHC: C Coy has
in Santa Mavia d

tinopoli
21 Dec 43

SHC: Evening, C Coy, 20 Dec 43

Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPaint.

Photo:A Three Rivers Regiment M Medium "Sherman" tank in Ortoia

31 Canada at Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (website)
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Day 51 Friday 24 December 1943

Hard Fighting Around Piazza Municipaliand A Dead Hor se Squeée

Al f it wasndét hell, it was the courtyard of
splitting steel. Perhaps thirty or forty Canadian machine guns were brrppping at

once. It sounded like hundreds. High explosive shells ontanks in the square
seemed to be ripping the ttankwshellsand pi eceséAn

mortars were crashing i nt obutstmgshdllsui | di ngs e
were splitting themselves apart in bl ac
-TheCBCo6s Matthew Haltof, reporting fro

Weather: Cloudy, cold, raining with poor visibility.

Approximate Fighting Strength as of 0600 hours 24 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORS) ORS) ORS) ORS)
HQ 2 CIB 15/ 47 - - -
PPCLI 38 /680 - - -
LER 33/642 0/6 4124 -
SHC 34 /679 0/2 0/17 -
RCA 90" AT 7/131 - 1/1 -
Bty
TRR Unknown - 0/2 -

The advanceéeeper into Ortona grew more difficult from Christmas Eve onward
for three reasonsUntil then1%t Parachute Divisioneployed onlythe 29 Battalion of
the 39 Regimentwith its supporting engineer and artillery attachments to Ortditat
was sufficiemto blockthe understrength Loyal Eddies on a fairly narrow axis of
advance The Germans could focus their defence on a narrow front and rotate their
companies irand out ofthe fightusingthe tunnel at the north end of the toaswell as
basementandcellarsto rest and recuperaté.However,whenthe Loyal Eddies

reached th@iazza Municipaliandthe Seaforthexpanded the battle front tie

32 Halton, Dispatches fromthe Front p. 200 . It is unknown i f
was meant to be ironic given the fAGreen

33 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

34 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 268 See also Bapter 2pp. 3940, footnotes 42 to 44.

Hal t ond
Devilso and 0
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western side of the tow@" Battalionparatroopshadalready suffered substantial
losses. The Germans reacted to this increased Canadian commitment by reinforcing the
now understrength"?Battalion, 3 Regiment with the divisional reserve, tHg 2
Battalion, 4' Regiment, so that the former could eventually withdraww e fatigued
Canadians faad an entirely fresh unit®
"Apart from defensive tactics and weaponry, another significant characteristic of
the German defences was the number of troops deployiaght in Ortona, and
their ability to move and to be supplied. The Canadians were first engaged by the
2" Battalion of the...'8 Parachute Regiment. This battalion bore the brunt of the
defence until 24 December, by which time losses and exhaustided d@o the
increasing weight of the Canadian attack, convinced General Heidrich, then
commanding thes1Parachute Division, to commit the divisional reserve, tHe 2
Battalion of the # Parachute Regiment. The cldsenature of street fighting
meant bat the battle could not be controlled much above the section or squad
level, and references to battalions or even companies are misleading. It is
reckoned that little more than 100 paratroopers were in action in the town at any
given time, with others sting in the town's cellars, and, particularly, its railway

tunnels, or they were redeploying. The Canadians found it difficult to track
German movement and to determine accurately German strétigih."

Secondly, Hitler directed that Ortona was now to be held at all costs, a message no
doubt communicated to threwly assigned"Re gi ment 6 s Whatheatherfooper s
FallschirmjagerD i v i sconmmar@et ieutenantGeneral Richard Heidricactually
foll owed Hidebatableldusfrono thatdia forward there wamarked
increasan the number of Germashemolitionsemployed and inhe intensity of the
violence®’

Thirdly, the Canadians had reached the main defensivaaressa continuous
urban line ofobstacles, booby traps aimderlockingweapongositions Both the

Piazza Municipaliand thePiazza San Francesawere the southern limits and anchor

35 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Expéence” p. 67;Canadian Army Headquarters Historical Section
(G.S.),Report No. 18The Campaign in Southern Italy (SeptenibBecember 1943). 64, para. 157.

36 Gooderson’Assimilating Urban Battle Experiencey” 67,

37 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 313.
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points of the main defensive area within the towhe Loyal Eddiegirst bumped itin
thePiazza Municipalon 23 Decembewhile the Seaforthsvereapproaching thedge
of Piazza San Francesc®é
By first light 24 December 1943 the brigade delivered much needed
reinforcementso thedepleted_oyal Eddiesand the Seaforth. While these soldiers
were desperately needetie new troops faced a steep urban warfare learning curve for
their baptism of fire This wagllustratedwhen a group of twenty reinforcements
walkedup the centre of an Ortona streetircing for the Loyal Eddies. Lieutenant
James Dougatried warning themcarefully scampéng back100 yarddo wave them
off the street andhto cover However he could not stop wellplaced German mortar
roundfrom bursting enongthemandkilling or woundng 17° LieutenantColonel Syd
Thomson had a particular tough day when it came to the replacemeoitsihg
victims. AnotherSeaf ort hs sol dier, Tom Middleton, v
hometown of Salmon ArnB.C., went into the fight and two hours later was brought out
severely woundetf. Major Thomas C.B. Vance, having just returned from being
wounded in action during the fighting around Mero river, was only one day into the
fight when he was mortally wounded by a sn

good friend Thomson was holding his right wrist on the operating table when he

38 See Chapter 2, pp. 33, footnotel5 in order to review the German concept of operatiGtuster, DND
DHH CMHQ reports p. 86, para. 246
3¥HQ 2 CIBWD, Decl943, LAG B r dhemRock di AccomplishmentGanadian Military History p.

18.

40 Dougan, also wounded as a result of the incident, assisted the medics in triaging the casulitéiesland
limped backtoDCo mpany headquarters. Stone brought attention t
left knee, and after it wasced for by a medic Dougan was dire¢tagainst his willfo retiretothdd at t al i onds ai d
station. ZuehlkeQrtona pp. 3023 0 3 . Dougan al so discusses this incident

4 Thomson,'Christmas in Ortona Italy 1943Canadian Military History p. 26
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died?? Altogether that day5 reinforcements went to the yal Eddies anaveresplit up
between A, B and D Companiekhe Seaforths initially received nine soldiers at 0800
hours and another 91 by 1530 hotiis.

The Royal C a n a'tField @omEanyg iow veepracticéd attblowing
mouseholes andisarming booby trapsnd mines in close cooperation with th&antry
remained at the fronto-located with the infantry companies. The Three Rivers
Regi ment 6s C Squadron had been involved in
was pulledoutb t he fight and relieved by A Squad
could conduct much needed vehicle maintena
Heggiedbs 3 Troop, which had already been i
Eddies, went forward teupport B Company, with the other troops of the squadron
ready to support when needefidditionally, the Three Rivers Regimental headquarters
became involved in the battl e wHhCelonelt he uni
E.L. Booth directed thathis t he Adj utantés and the I nteldl
90" Anti-Tank Bat t el7-poansler gunsTthew firgopositior,500 yards
southeastof OrtonaTh e T hr e e ReadguartsrdSquadirtereksadded their
main guns to the firedse tosupport the Canadian fight in the northeast corner of Old

Town*

42 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 265; ZuehlkeQrtona, pp. 307308. V a n cfamilyshad the inscription
ALi ghten Our Dar kness, We Beseech Thee, OMcGeerWbrd® wr i t t e
of Valediction and Bmembrancep. 162.

43 LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LASHC WD 1943/0431
December, R&4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.

“TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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Photos: In two frequently seen photos from@reonabattle, a 6pounder anttank gun is manhandle«
down a street (left$and a few minutes later is put into acti@entre)*® Note the considerably large!
size of the 17pounder gun these British troops ateemptingto manhandle (righf)’

With the Loyal Eddies now on the north and eastern sides #figfzga Municipali
pressing out o$everalstreets branching north and northwest out ofihezameant
that the battaliomadwidered is front While A and D Companies would fight north
and northeast towards tReéazza Plebiscitand theCattedrale San Tomasso
respectively, B Company wdd advance northeast alo@grso Umberto.l This
expansion created several opportunitiBSCompany could possibly outflank the
Germans fighting the other two companies, hit them from the side or cut them off and
support A and D Companies in the destiarcof the enemy®or if A and D Companies

could make it to th¥/ia Tripoli, andbacked the enemyp to the Fosso Ciavoccthey

45 Canada at Warwww.canadaatwar.c@vebsite)
46 |bid. Video footage of this-founder firing at German positions can be found in the Canadian Army

Newsr eel fBattl e of Ortonao at mi nitishRathéGERz2T tted s6 ANBAL t hie
Ortonad documentary at minutes 0:46 to 1: O0O0poanded mi nut es

anttt ank gun firing at German positions 1,500 vésds
AThe Battle of Ortonad documentary at minutes 33: 4
AYoutubed website.

47 https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/459859811929886478/

48 porter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 88, para252.
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might isolate he Germans in the northeasteorneror force them to withdraw through
the ravine and/or the railway tunrféi.

Unfortunately, neither of these courses of action occurred.n&Wwéy arrived

paratroopers from"d Battalion, 4 Regimentc o mbi ned wi th Hitl er os

part of the town being the main defensive aesaned up the odds and prevented any

rapid Loyal Edék actiors forward With the battalion and its sumitsneeding timeo

recover, rearm andabsorb the own newly replacementtroops t he Edmont ons o

surprisingly made slow progress. One platoon cleared a building but met a strong
defence from an adjacent buildinfhe Germans must have seen them withdraw to

target theadjacent buildindor a mortar barragdor theyquickly retook possession of

the building the Eddies had just vacated. The platoon had to clear the building for a
second timé&° At 1425 hours he Eddi es 6 Roréddmipedoly al ong
encountere@d German armedith a manpack flamethroweco-located with other small

arms positions The thought of being burned alive had a detrimental effect on morale.
The position of the flamethrower was relayed fTroop, who along with the Three

Rivers headquarters tanks medicaly slammedthe building with multiplehigh

velocity 17-pounder gun anthnk shellSt Concurrent ly, one of B
commanders, Sergeant J.E.W. Dick, crossed an exposed alley and found a building that
offered the ability to bring flanking fire on the German position. Climbing a long,

exposed pipe attached to the building, Dicteved his troops upwards to the second

49 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 304. It is recommended theder review Appendix I, Maps 1, 5, 6, 7 and 8 for the
location of all of these geographic features.

50 porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 88, para. 253.

51 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LACLER WD 1943/091944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943,
LAC; Porter, DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 91, para. 262.
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storey and from a room they were able to engage the German positions. For the
remainder of the day the flamethrower was not S&en.
Despite all of the challenges, by Christmas Eve A and D Compéielsed by
theengineersand all availablé&-pounder anttank guns, cleadthe Town Hall and
arrived at the southern end of tiReazza PlebiscitandCorso Matteottiwhich led north
to thePiazza San Tomassmd its cathedral. They captured 10 prisoners of war in the
process, but it was not asuch progresas they would have likedd. Theyalsonoticed a
sizeable rubble pile at the south end ofRezza Plebiscitavhich they would have to
tackle the next day. B Company, its engineers and its supporting tanks from Lieutenant
Heggieds 3 Troop ICasbUmberno hteallduatotheeGeérménar up
positions in the upper floors of the buildings and rubbliespon thecorsq thus the
attempt to outflank the GermahkckingA and D Companies had not been successful
either> However, given théevel of Germanmesistance the Canadians here were content
to slathethe German defenders with diresttr-tank and tank fire and artillery and
mortar fire. He ggi e 0 s-locatediepoanalgy gunst dseell Ed di e s
as J Trpoooupnbdse rl 7guns and the Three Rivers h
buildings all day and into the eveningth@ point that buildings either crumbled outright
or had large holes throughouthe 17-pounder ammunitiopunchtedthrough thewalls
of thebuildings quite easilybutwith little effect, unless it struck structural steel. If it

did so, the buildingollapsec® The 1Zpoundersontinued to spend the followirttays

52 Nicholson,Official History, p. 332;Zuehlke Ortona pp. 324325. Dick would be awarded the Military
Medal for his initiative this day. Interestingly, Zuehlke states that this event occurredae@fiber, however the 2
CIB HQ and Loyal Eddi es6 war diaries specifically state
53 LER WD 1943/091944/06, R&24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC
54 Porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 88, para. 253.
%5 bid., p. 310.
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literally ripping buildings apart in front of the advancing infaneggineersaind

He ggi e 6 °08athigOhrstmas Eve the 3Founders shattered the iron girders of
one particularly larger building containisgmeGermandefendersand the building
collapsed on top of them, nice preChristmas presenthich was morehanlikely
appreciated by thEddes, engineers and 3 Troapthe time.J T r 8wnetblater
direcedtheother two 17pounders to join "L'Troop downtown once it was safe enough
to move these weapons into Ortona itséffhe RCA also pummelled the lower road
that ran along the coast at the bottom of the cliffsvilaeDel Portq theCastelloand

other buildings in the northeast corner of thet%@nce 3 Troopods tanks
expended all of their ammunition they withdratthe end of the day, and the squadron
had 4 Troop move up and remain overnight inRfezza Municipalshould the infantry
need direct fire support in the evening hotir§he Loyal Eddies settled into their hasty
defensive positions and awaited thevitable challenges that would continue
throughout the night: German infiltration parties, enemy artillery fire missions, and
houses exploding due to demolition charges.

To the west, e Seaforths had begun the day moving north through the narrow
streets of the western side of the town tow#&idzza San Francesc8 Company up
theVia Della Pace A Company up th&ia Amenaand D Company up théia
Donmarco The streets in this portiasf the town were very narrow, made even more so

by the buildings beingrubbled. i eut enant t8ksdrondAsSqeadrdnr o o p

5 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 7.

57 Windsor, Sarty, Milnerl.oyal Gunnersp. 310. For his initiative and contribution to the success of the
Ortona fight Burnett would be awarded the Military Cross, as discus€gainan and Krght, eds.The History of 1st
Anti-Tank Regiment, Royal Canadiantillery, p. 18.

58 LER WD 1943/091944/06, R&24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC.

59 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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which had already supported the Seaforths the day before remained with them, but their
choice of routesherewere extremelyiinited due to the ruin®. The 6pounder anttank

guns found it impossible to support the Seaforths and their engineers also, thus the
Seaforthoés Lieut en-tamkiplatdbn viRas dirétiedtd sugportdhe ant i
Loyal Eddies for the da§}.

LieutenantColonel Thomson had directed the taking of three objectives: the
piazzaitself, the church oSanta Maria Della Graziand a large school immediately to
the east and across the street from the church withipiglzea®® Once these were taken
the Seaforths could then turn northeast and drive ugithonte Maiellaand theVia
Cavouri n order t o me et WHenthed Garenans teaizedtsey wenet e n
being squeezedbetween the Seaforths advancing frBrazza San Frances@nd the
Edmontons alPiazza Plebiscitathey would either have to withdraw or be destroyed
between the two Canadian battaliéfis.

A Company commanded by Captain June Thomas reached the deigezaf San
Francescaand established positionsonfiezzd s edge t o observe int
the church laid the corpse of a horse, thus a message was sent back to Lieutenant
ColonelTmmson at battalion headqguarters that
Square, o a nickname that ef doomasdecdlealr t he r

how A Company conducted the breakinto thepiazza®®

60 Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 1@kladian Military History p. 47 Roy, The
Seaforth Highlanders. 263. See Chapter 2, p. 34, footnotes 19 and 20.

61 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.

62 |hid.

63 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 266. See Chapter 3, p. 88, footnde 8

64 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 304305.

% |bid., pp. 308309.

66 1n modern urban operations doctritee i m&@ak somet omas fghenrerd todgemen
urban area achieves the initial foothold and allows for more troops to pass through it in order to widen the area of
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Séhool D

3 1':
_R_RRL I
A B
inWe had worked forward wuntil, at about 100

and B on the diagram. Here we could observepithez&@ and exchange fire
German paratroopers in the church and school and the blocks marked D and E. The

end of the schddacing us was solid. So was the corner of block C. They offered

no easy entrance. Our objective was the school.

I had a plan that showed the only entrances to the school were the main door facing
the church and a small door at the far end. Wadcoot get through the main door
without coming under murderous fire from the church and the school itself. The alley
toward E was a deathtrap, its entire length being swept by fire from both D and E.
Our antitank guns could have knocked a hole in ¢nel wall of the school large
enough for a man to squeeze through, but it was essential to obtain fire superiority,
to win the fire fight, before any movement took place.

This was going to be tricky; the enemy knew all our likely positions and
completdy dominated the square.

We decided to make a direct assault on the school, supported by tanks, with smoke
if necessary. A troop of three Three Rivers tanks was made available and between
us we worked out a plan to cope with the enemy machine guns. One of our problems
was he block of rubble obstructing the entrance to the square between A and B. This
was overcome by the tanks discovering a satisfactory bypass. Zero hour was set for
noon.

The first tank came rumbling up the street (indicated by the red arrow) tmposit
1. Atarange of 30 yards, it blasted down the side of the school withitsri gun.

This tank then moved to position 2, a second tank to position 3 and a third to position
1. The tanks at 2 and 3 covered the church with machineand 75nm. fire, while

the tank in position 1 covered the street leading to B. The fire fight was won and the
stage set for my platoon. So much dust had been kicked up by the gunfire and falling
masonry that smoke was unnecessary and, without further preliminagesth

section dashed across the street, struggling over rubble, entered the school and started
clearing the building. The tanks knocked down part of the front wall of the church
and silenced the machiggin post there.

After what seemed an internaible time, although it probably was no more than
a half hour, the section leader signaled all was well. | ordered a second section to
move to the house at C to control the back of the school and bring fire down the street
toward G. | hoped, in this watqg maintain fire superiority once the tanks withdrew.

operations DND (Canada)A Tactical Guide to Urban Operationgp. 41 to 45; and NATO Standard\TR-99
Urban Tactics pp. 45 to 413.
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With the remaining sections, | dashed across to the school. Everything was under
control. The section leader had his men at the windows, and though he had not as
yet searched the cellars, the mébor was clear. There was no upper story. The
section | eader said hedd had I|ittle diffict
the school. We had caught them by surprise and the tank shells had driven them from
the exposed end of the buildingdnce the section had gained a footing it moved
rapidly forward, using grenades and tommy guns, clearing each room as it advanced.
The enemy put up little opposition and succeeded in evacuating the building from the
rear exit, taking most of their casue. We searched the cellars rather gingerly and
found no Germans. The sun was beginning to set by the time the building was cleared
and | therefore ordered the tanks, which were running out of ammunition, to
withdraw.
In this action my platoon suwEhed only one casualty. Success could not have
been obtained without the" invaluable assi st

Upon entering the schqdhe Seaforths took fifsom the Germarpositionsin the
hospital and a public bath building across the streetated closely beside these two
buildings was a woodshed. The Three Rivers tanks reacted garuklijredinto all the
buildings. Unbeknownst to the Canadiasgyeralkivilians werehidingin the
woodshedtself. Canadian tank fire killed dozen men, women and children, and
forcedthe others to flee into the courtyard behind the hosfital

What occurredhextrevealeda the Seaforths hoimtensethe fighting would
becomeeven thought was Christmas Eve. The section of Canadian infantrymen had
had little difficulty clearing out thechoo| but it was not because thkad caught the
Germandy surprise odriven the enemy out by firelt had been almosbo easy for the
Seaforth seabn to take theschoo) and it made the section leader and one of the

sectionbdés veter an s o3mih uacorsfortibie.i Mhalatter Gor d o n

67 Reader's DigesThe Canadians at War 1939/45, Volumeg. 376371 (diagram and narrative).
Interestingly, the book states that this battle occurred &idrza Municipalwith a Loyal Eddie platoon commander
at the rank of Lieutenant. However, when looking at the diagram provided and comparing it with both the building
and street layouts éfiazza MunicipalandPiazza San Franceséd®ead Horse Square, it is quite clear that this is
Thomas describing the breakat the latter. ThBiazza Municipalihad the Town Hall and other buildings within it,
while Piazza San Francesdwad the church and school within it. The confusion may have occurred because Thomas
call s Dead plzza musicipdiE u(arr eenowithe text abave to avoid confusion for the reader), an
obvious error or perhaps an assumption on his part.

68 Dj Tullio, 1943: The Road to Ortongp. 8990.
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thought that the Germans were luring the Canadians into the building for some reason,
but they had beedirected to enter and clear it, so they did. Once they were told to
remain in the building, Curri®mith became even more uneasy.

Within an hour, a hugblastripped through thechool sending chunks of
masonry, wood and metal into the air, @otlapsingthe building it falling onto itself
and burying all inside The Germans had placed delayed charges in the building with
timed fuses. As Thomdsad beeme-organizng his company he did not witness the
explosion, although his Company Sergesliajor, W.C. Smith, did. The latter daringly
ran out to the demolished building to look for survivors,thay wereampossible to
find. A German marksman narrowly shot Smith as he withdrew under cover. Out of the
six soldiers in the section, Curr&mith was thenly one alive and remaaa buried
under the rubble for three da¥?s.

It took severahours before the Seaforths could gain the church, largely because at
this time the paratroopedsd something they had not done up to this point in the Hattle
theyopenly counterattackedl hroughout The Great War (191918) and the Second
World War (19391945) Germamefensive doctringvasbasedon mounting immediate
infantry andarmouedcounterattacks with artillery supp@s$ soon as possibddter they
had lost a positiowhile their opponent was off balance, low on ammunition and in the
process ofeorganizing Launchinga counterattack at & optimummomentoften
allowedthe Germas to retake positios and inflict casualtiesHowever,1
FallschirmjagerDivision recognized that such tadiasuallycould not work for thenm

Italy. Counterattacks were costly in manpower and resougspsgially for aborne

69 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACRoy, The Seaforth Highlanderg.
268; ZuehlkeOrtona, pp. 309310; DND (Canada)Jnique Operation$ Urban, p. 6.
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units without armourand where therezasaneed to conserveeopleand supplies
carefullywithin the Ortonaurban ared® Up to thenthe paratroopersounterattacked

only by small scaléfiltrations. In daylight, after theyvere driven froma strongpoint
theysometimeseoccuped themby infiltrating back into the locatiodueto it not being
closely guarded or occupied by Canadian attackBing. Canadianthen had to expend
time, energy, and livedriving the Germansut of the samécationagain, andn

clearing and defending more spateblock Germaninfiltration through gap&. The
Canadians leasdto occupy every building as soon awéscaptured and hold it until

the whole immediate area had been cle&te#owever on this particular day the
Germans attemptdtieir firstandonly large scalesurprisecounterattack in the Ortona
urban battle A German machinegun position that had remained hidagmninthe
churchbell towerwith a commandindield of observation antire around Dead Horse
Squareopened fire in support, déise paratroopersurged into the opeto throw the
Seaforths out of thpiazza With the front being so narrow and the enemy being in such
close contact it was impossilfler the Seafortho callin artillery or mortarfire to help

in theirdefenceas per their usual doctrin®lonethelesd.ieutenamtCo | onel Thomso
leadership mixed witleffective Seaforth skilatarmsdefeated the countattackwith
Canadian infantry small arms fire

fi On miofmieg of the 24 paratroopers launched a heavy attack on the Seaforths
front whi ch, i f successful, woul d have dis:

70 18t FallschirmjagerDivision would only conduct tweounterattackduring the battle of Ortonaneoutside
of the town againsts1Canadian Infantry Brigade to the westd this one against the Seaforths on 24 December
DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, pp. 67.
71 DND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, pp. 6.
72 Gooderson;Assimilating Urban Battle Experieng'ep. 67; PorterDND DHH CMHQreports p. 91, para.
262. Major Jim Stone, officer commandingh e L o y &lConipany leaenedihis experience persoraigome
point during the battlé'l was dozing off and was awakened by a yell that theys@idierg had just taken two
Germans moving through carrying a machinegun which they were going to set up in our rear and...had they done so of
course it would hee made it most uncomfortable for us, so the lesson | learned right thedowhiesentry
everything at night to make sure there is no infiltrati@BDFL, minutes 18:439:11.
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As usual the front was so narrow (about 300 yards) and the enemy in such close

contact thas upporting artillery could not be cal
mortars were ineffective in such close quarters. The threat was suclctinatlA-

Col. Thomson made his way to the company positions and, although constantly

exposed to sniper, maclirgun and mortar fire, remained with the forward troops,

directing and ceardinating the defence, and showing a cheerfulness and coolness

under fire which did much for the men beating off the attack. To see the commanding

officer of the battalion at suchtime somehow gave confidence to the private soldier,

and Thomsonds unruffled calm and big smile
gained under fire as a platoon and company commander, was evident as he went from

post to post making sure that hismymore accustomed to the attack than the defence,

had their weapons and fields of fire placed to the best advantage. The counterattack

was beaten off, and the sl ow, dangerous proc
building continued without let p”® o

Although the Seaforths could now return to the offence again, the infantgymlen
their engineers coulstill not cross th@iazzawithout taking serious casualtifsm the
machinegun position in the church towd@homas asked for Three Rivers taupport
and one lone tank was able to force its way back up tpilzea Although initially
reluctant to put 75mm rounds into a church on Christmas Eve, Corporal Gord Turnbull
realized that the infantrymen and engineers would not be able to win thie ibdnism
crew did notdestoy the machinegun pasOne round was all it todio obliterate the
top of the bell tower. Thomo nSéaforthsmmediatelyrushedand enterethe church
wherea sharp fight occurreidside. The Germans dug into the pulpit at one end and the
Canadians at the other, both sides throwing grenades and firing mpidtois and
rifles at each other for several houhile the enemywasengaged tethe church a
cursory search of the school was dboethe Seaforth rescue pastyonwithdrew after
decidingit would take too much time to remove the rublnheler the threat frorsnipers

or infiltrators™

73 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderpp. 269270.
74 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 311312.
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Al t hough t h@mmeyhadachievedtwo partsladutenant
ColonelThomsondés miioscuppng the dnarch Ganta WMaria Della
Graziea nd A c o n tnowaléswoyeosEhooti poekets of German resistance
remained i fewbuildings inrandaround Dead Horse Square. Atthe end of the day, D
Company settled in on th@azzad s w e s tCongpanyvathin thsouthern portion
and BCompany on the southeast corner of it. As some of the buildings were occupied
by both Canadians and Germamops there was little sleefw be had asmall armsife
and grenades were exchangechiajht long.”™
That dayHoffmeisterhad his first of three brushes with death in the Ortona battle
as he went forward to stay intouchwitth e b at t | et@dlst histréogsttorsee a n d
their commander in the fighSeaforthCompanySergeanMaj or A Joc ko Gi bso
directinghis soldiersvhile movingan ammunition cache out of a buildiagd away
from the threatenin@ermanartillery fire. He heard voices coming from upstaand
ventured up to find his former commanding offie@d now brigade commander
accompanied bwg junior officef bothlooking out a window at the German
positons®fil just coul dno6t believe my eyes, see

battle, o recount'ed Gibson afterwards:

iGi bson never even saluted. He just said 6
t heybédve g @tHoffmeistersigoket ateGibson with a mockingly stern

expression. 6You didmndk? & haG@ieb & cdn sl anog me d.g
|l 6ve been a bit busy. o He warned Hof fmei st

be hit by artillery any minute. Gibson then went back to moving ammunition. A few
minutes later, as heavily laden as he could martegyéled the apartment building
with the last of the ammunition boxes.

About the time Gibson entered the room, Hoffmeister had come to the same
conclusion as the company sergeamaior. The window he and the scout officer
were looking out of had bedrhown apart by a shell, so it now formed a gaping hole.

75 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.
76 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 300301.
“"DelaneyThe Sol di gri163 Gener al
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His view of the nearby enemy positions was excellent. So excellent that after Gibson

|l eft he turned to the other officer and sai
c an s eTee twoena ducked into the hallway and not a second later a German

shell exploded directly in the spot where they had been standing. Hoffmeister and

the officer ran down the stairs and out of the building. A heavy salvo of shells rained

down, blowingthe structer t o ffii eces. 0

Historian Douglas Delaney noted in his biography on Hoffmeister and the

conversation betwednm and Gibson in particular:

inlt was sol dierdés sarcasm, a bit of humour
muchdeathande st ruction; but it perked up Gi bson¢
this story many times, but never has he failed to mention that the brigadier addressed

him not by his rank, but by his nicknarmesomething that Hoffmeister rarely did.

As a time when @Gison needed it, Hoffmeister connected with him on a personal

|l evel and demonstrated that they were in it

That evening Canadian war artist Charles Comfort and his friends were in a tent

south of the town where some of the men discussecathemr e of t hat dayoés
ifWe di scussed the nature of the battle. Te
had given way to the most desperately cunning and fanatically resourceful tactics.
They were fighting with the technique of hamtk mines. Dynamite, plastic
explosive, stick grenades, piats. These were the drastic weapons which were so
arduously and slowly reducing the town and the forces engaged. If such procedures
were necessary to liberate every town on the peninsula, we weretewgednd many
such dolorous Christmd%es together, if any
Although the Loyal Eddies haglon the Piazza Municipaliand stood poised to

advance into thiazza PlebiscitandontowardsPiazza San Tomassand the

Seaforths had fought hard to gain a foothol®i@zza San Frances¢dead Horse

Square, the day must have been disappointing to the Canadians. Even with the extra

brigade resources that Hoffmeistgplied and the rapielvolution ofeffectiveurban

78 Zuehlke,Ortona, p . 301. Hof f mei st erd6s second and third brt
was moving across a street and | ooked down just in time
the ground where his foot was about to land. The third time he was walking apraszato talk to a tank
commander when a sniper shio¢ t_ieutenant instead of Hafieister. The German could have taken down a
Brigadier instead of a junior officer but the tank obviously posed more of a threat, in a certain conéivke,

Ortona, pp. 313314.
®DelaneyThe Sol di gr18% Gener al
80 Comfort, Artist at Way p. 103.
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tactics the advance had once again been hard feaghemely violentand thus

slow. None of them imagined that the Germans would also double the size of their
force in Ortona and counterattack on Christmas Elewever, the tenacious
Germansuncerstoodthat the Canadians threagetboth anchor points of their main
defensive areaTheychoseto make their enemy pay dearly for every street, hallway,
room and buildingn their urban front lineThere was no doubt now that the battle

must rage onhroughChristmasDay.
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Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (SHC)

Map 4
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Genman counterattack, 24 Dec 4

“The Rubble Pile”
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SHC: Evening, C Coy, 20 Dec 4

Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPoint.

Photo:In front of the destroyedhurch ofSanta Maria Della Grazién Piazza San Francesco
|l ied the deceased animal tha#f!® gave

81 BDFL, minutes 23:16 to 23:23.
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Chapter 51 25-26 December 1943

Day 61 Saturday 25 December 1943 Christmas Day

AEdmund Griffiths, a tank of fiQrena., sai d he

He confessed that he went into an Ortona church for a quick Christmas dinner, sang

6Silent Nightodéd with the Seaforths, then kni

returned to his tank. Fifty years after the event, a German strétearsr viaom |

interviewed for a CBC documentary wept as he recalled the dead and broken

bodi es. He said he had never been able to
dead on those days. 60

Fr o/dideat Matt hew }

- David HaltonDi spatches from the

Warl

Weather: Somewhat cloudy and cold with fair to good visibfiity.

Approximate Fighting Strength as of 0600 hours 25 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORs) ORs) ORs) ORS)
HQ 2CIB 15/ 46 - - -
PPCLI 36 /683 - - -
LER 32/622 0/2 1/6 -
SHC 33/630 1/2 0/5 -
RCA 90" AT 6/129 - 1/1 -
Bty
TRR Unknown 0/2 2/1

At sunrise it appeared to Canadian and German troops that Christmas Day was
just going to be another day of grinding, violent urban combat, pushing many to the
limits of human endurance. It also marked a moment when the battle expanded,
evolved, and shudded towards a decision point for the Germans in particular. The

daydéds violence began before dawn. The fir

diary at 0430 hours recorded that #nAArea 32

1 Halton Dispatches from the Fronp. 201.
2HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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Ge r ma’nHowyewen the quartermasters and their subordinates for all of the
Canadian infantry units inside Ortona were already labouring to brighten the day.

The Loyal Eddi esd were to continue thei.:H
at this location split into threeays. Lieutenan€olonel Jefferson directed that A and
D Companies, now at the south endP@izza Plebiscitawere to move in two
directions. D Company was directed north to takeptheza while A Company was to
advance northeast towarBg|zza San Toassoand what was left of theattedrale
B Company would attempt to advance northeast altorgo Umberto.l These three
drives were all close in proximity and would prevent the Germans from being able to
infiltrate and strike at a flank of any ofdltompanies. It also allowed the Loyal Eddies
to strike multiple blows and prevent the Germans from focusing their defensive efforts
in any one area, reinforcements sent to support one defensive position would naturally
not allow any reinforcements to ¢gothe other, now weakening, positions. The
engineers remained4doocat ed with the infantry compani
Squadrondés 4 Troop withdrew to rest and re
R.H. Heggi*ebds 3 Troop.

A large rubble pile ated a substantial tank obstacle at the south ePidzda
Plebiscita Canadian antiank gunners had reduced rubble piles earlier in the battle, but
the best fire positions to hit this one aroundglezzawere under heavy German mortar,
machine gurand sniper fire making it difficult to get the guns into positiés.the
infantry and engineers readied themselves to move forward, Heggie brought his own

tank up to the rubble pile intoahdlo wn position, exposing onl

3 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
4*TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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the main hull remained hidden behind the mound. This allowed Heggie to protect most
of his tank from German ant@nk guns but also allowed his crew to fire on some, but
not all, of the German positions around pi@zza®
One machinegun positioncouldot be engaged by Heggieds
continued to hold up D Companyé6s advance f
the RCAs 98 Anti-Tank Battery had his-founder gun crew manhandle their weapon
up to the rubble pile despite the intel&erman fire. His Military Medal
recommendation describes the result.

"On December 25 1943, during the street fighting in Ortona, the advance of 'D’
Company of an infantry regiment was held up by intense fire coming from a house
dominating the axis of adnce. Tanks were unable to bring fire to bear on the house
because of a pile of rubble which blocked the street. Bdr Doucette was in charge of
an antitank gun supporting the advance of the infantry. Seeing the dijftoatwith

his crew, marhandledthe gun up to the pile of rubble and although under heavy fire
from machine guns and mortars, destroyed the house, and thus enabled the infantry
to move forward. This NCO's courage, determination and initiative were of the
highest order and made a valuwmbtontribution to the final success of the
operation.®

D Company and their engineers could now move forward into the houses at the
pi azszoaustsh end with Heggiebs tank providing
house clearing began in earnest again, but slowly due to the largegwigped
German force apparently determined to holddiagza Snipers and grenades were a
particular prokem. Unable to crack the German defence there, Stone withdrew the 30
odd men left in his company to the south side opibezaby the end of the day
To the east, A Company had the same difficulties, and made only slight gains

against the stubborneBman defence of the southwest corner ofRiazza San

5TRR WD, Dec 1943, LACZuehlke,Ortona p. 324.

8 Windsor, Sarty, Milnerl.oyal Gunnerspp. 316311. This citation for New Brunswick's Doucette's Military
Medal offers a very good glimpse of both gféectiveness of this weapon and ttanger to thanti-tank guncrews in
this urban fight.

" LER WD 1943/09-1944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LACuehlke,Ortong p. 324.
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Tomasso B Company hardly advanced at all, still content on lettifty/98i-Tank
Batteryos-pbuhrdeop @unls7 and the Three River:
pound away at the Germaccupial buildings alongCorso Umberto Ithe railway
tunnel entrance and ti@astello®

After five days of intense urban fighting it is mdhanlikely that cumulative
exhaustion may have been a factor effecting the slow advance; the fact that it was also
Christmas Day meant that there was probably very little interest from senior leadership
to have their subordinates and understrength companies conduct yet another hard day
of urban fighting and increased casualties, something the troopghmaaiikely
appreciated as being killed on Christmas is almost akin to being killed on the last day
of a war. Thus, justifiably, the Loyal Eddies did not make much of an advance on this
day.

On the west side of town, the Seaforths remained locked in close combant with a
equally strong German force stubbornly holding Dead Horse Square. At first light, D
Company on the west side of thiezza A Company in the centre of it, B Company on
the east side, and C Company in reserve just to the sdifh.i4e | d Company o s
engineers remained in support. Lieutenant
throughout the day, but was joined by C Sq
Troop, the latter moving up ®iazza Municipaliand then turning left to adwnce
southwest dowNia Cavourto Piazza San Francesén order to bypass all of the
rubble on the side streets and get up to where they were needed. Both tank troops

together then committed a most-Ghristmasdike act by opening fire at both the

8 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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churchand hospital in order to destroy German positions and enable the infantry and
engineers to move forwaPdWhen 1 Troop ran out of ammunition around 1230,
Lieutenant H. S. Bigelowds 2 Troop replaced
intense inside the cnchof Santa Maria Della Graziewhere the Canadians decided to

withdraw from it completely and let both tank troops, eight tanks in all, fire round after

round into the church itself to destroy the Germans defenders. By the time the tanks

had finished ifing their ammunition the church collapsed onto its&lbnetheless at

morningodos end the Seaforths-andeawalDead d i n t h

Horse Squaré’

Left: "Piazza San Francesco d
Assisi Wrecked Church of
Santa Maria Della Grazie

Ortona," by Charles Comfort

Comfort conveys the destructio
that the church in Dead Horse
Square endured due to the
combat!?

The intensity and duration of clog@arter urban combat was appreciated by unit
supporttroopsh o sought ways to keep spirits up.
guartermaster Captain J. McBride and his staff had worked hard since the day before
preparing a Christmas meal to change up the cold canned rations, hard tack and ersatz

coffee thetoops had been surviving on for daysThe lucky ones enjoyed roast pork,

9 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

10 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACTRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

11 Comfort, Artist at War p. 110.

2 ER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC; SteveA<ity at War p.
277.
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trimmings and Christmas pudding if they were back far enough from the figfting

While some of the troops did eat cold rations on the front lines, others rotated back a few
dozen yards so that they could have a better meal, but then they went right back into the
fight shortly afterwards. G eantrtapleguBr own, a
platoon remembered:

il was i n hausdwhithtwasoardi.Qoalfesv blocksrh the enemy. We
rotated in sections back a few hundred yards for Christmas dinner. We set a table with
liberated china and tablecloths and even nameplates for seating. Pork chops on our plate,
canned carrot pudding, nuts, candy, wine; we tried to shitrwith some of the ideals
from home. Whet her it worked or not, I 6m n
to change the barrel three times on one of th@sixu n d%e r s . 0
Sgt A.J. Rudd, a platoon commander with A Company, recalled:
nWe were | u3tiTomdss&guaref Weorotated back to the dinner. We were
out for about hatan-hour and then it was back to the fight. You must remember a soldier
has very little appetifie when in the middle
For some, the dinmevas brought up to them. Major Jim Stone only received a
cold pork chop brought forward in a Bren gun carrier to add to his normal rations.
Three of his troops had been killed in action that Christmas morning, so the extra bit of
protein did not boostis morale greatly® Some quartermaster staff moved up close to
the fighting to bring troops some cold pork slices, chocolate, cigarettes and a couple of
bottles of beer for each soldier, a satisfactory surprise given the harsh circumstances.

Furtherb ehi nd t he Loyal Eddi e |l ines, the Thr ece

also celebrated Christmas with some extra fare, and although they were also able to

13 LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC.

“Br own, AThe Rock of Accomplishment, o p. 19.

5 bid., p. 19.

Br own, iThe Rock of AccOromlpi38hment, 0 p. 19; Zuehl ke
17 LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAZuehlke Ortona, p. 325.
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acquire some fruits and sweets for their dinner, they were not able to find any turkey.
Theydid supplement their meal with seven chickens and two pigéons.

The Seaforth Christmas dinner effort th;:
Their quartermaster, Captain D. B (Borden) Cameron, had recommended to Lieutenant
Colonel Thomson the day before Christmas that they put on a special meal for the troops
at Santa Maria di Constantinopatihurch, and Thomsainknowing his men were going
though a vindictive, violent urban fight, and assessing the risk corieatl{horized the
evententhusiastically knowi ng it woul d. bwasariskynioves s ol d
pulling an entire company out of the line one at a time to have a good meal, but
Thomson knew it was the right thing to.dGameron and his quartermaster Sergeant
Stanley Wellburn immediately went to work, dispatching troops to the southern end of
Ortona to fiborrowo chinaware, silverwar e,
drove around the countryside begging, borrowingfadido r r owi ngo f ood fr o
farmers and other divisional suimit quartermasters and messes. The final grocery list
was mpressive, considering it was a war zone: soup, roast pork with applesauce,
cauliflower, mashed potatoes, gravy, Christmas pudding, mince pies, chocolate, nuts,
oranges and apples ananost importantlyi cigarettes and beer, had been acquired.

Thebattdl ondés cooks set up a fi e?Wherktiet chen beh
battalionds chaplain Captai naftRromgnofdr nf or d
December to see the troops setting up planks, tables, chairs and all of the accoutrements

hejokhngly stated AWell, at | east | 6ve got yo

1BTRRWD, Dec 1943, LAC. Given that pigeons are still a source of fresh albeit limited protein, I will

suggest that these soldiers pretended the pigeons were
19 Cameron, demonstrating the leadership quality of caring for the soldiers| be@awarded the Member of

the British Empire (MBE) for tis Christmas dinneinitiative at Santa Maria di ConstantinopoliRoy, The Seaforth

Highlanders p. 268.

127



assisting the troops with the sgt which went well into Christmas Eve and continued
Christmas morning®

Although the Seaforth dinner has become a famous episode in thma Giboy
their own war diary offers the best description:

"n0900: The setting for the dinner was compl
cloths, and a bottle of beer per man, candies, cigarettes, nuts, oranges and apples and
chocolate bars providintgpe extras.
The C.O. LtCol S.W. Thomson, laid on that the Companies would eat in relays
in the order of €A-B-D, as each company finished their dinner, they would then go
forward and relieve the next company. The first company was to be in ahfs100
2 hours was to be allowed for each company for dinner. The menu for the dinner
being: Soup, Pork with apple sauce, cauliflower mixed vegetables, mashed potatoes,
gravy. Christmas pudding and mince pie.

1100: C Company was the first Coy to eatii#@r in the church, a dinner that no/one

had felt possible under such conditions, but no one had truly tested the ingenuity and
resourcefulness before of the Q.M. Capt. D.B. Cameron and staff. From 1100 hrs to
1900 hrs, when the last man of the Battalielnctantly left the table to return to the

grim realities of the day, there was an atmosphere of cheer and good fellowship in
the church. A true Christmas spirit. The impossible had happened. No one had
looked for a celebration this day, Decembeél @&s to be another day of hardship,
discomfort, fear and danger, another day of war. The expression of the faces of the
dirty bearded men as they entered the building, was a reward that those responsible
are never likely to forget.

When C Company hafihished their dinner, they relieved A company so that they
might come back the 300 or 400 yards for the same, and so A coy relieved B Coy
and B, D Coy.

éChristmas day was no | ess quiet than the
Regiment will neverforget. Pipe Major Essen played his Pipes several times
throughout the meals.

During the dinner, the Signals Officer, Lieut. W. Gildersleeve played the church
organ, and, with the aid of an improvised choir, organized by the Padre, Carols rang
outthramghout tHe church. o

20 SHC WD 1943/0431 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC Re a d e rThesCaradiagat s t
War, 19391945, Volume 2p. 371; ZuehlkeQrtona, p. 312.
21 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC
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Padre Durnfordods personal diary excerpt:
rarely included in accounts of the battl e,
the continuing level of violence surrounding the dirder.

fi 2 5/ tS&t. Xmas Day. Red Cross Jeep to Ortona with Tom Mercer and Paddy (Leo)
Hawkins. Jerry (the Germans) sending shells over. Deathly chatter of machine guns.
Rumbling of falling buildings, roar of guns (ours). Church. The tables set for Coys.

Cards and talk and prayers in Cloisters. Roses, violets. Tom Vance.* Col. Locket and

the R. A. P. Shell s whine and expl ode. 6Hol
and Colonel cheered.** The faces of new recruits. Fine speech by Don Hartiyrs
toleaveforfronia f ew hundred yards forward. 6A06 C
strained, dirtyéel collect them for <carol s

They cheer and come and join me. Gildersleeve (Wilfred) on harmoniuhsiagehg.
Soon have about 3%0.

Dinner. Medals for Indian (Webster, M.M.) and his Tommy gun. Sitting with
patience waiting for Parachuter sniper to
Faces of boys new to warfare! The reluctance, thevéardook, the nervous strain,
the slightinebriation in few cases. The excited talk. The news representatives. Sinclair
& the 6Highland Gentleman6é from Siberia and
Reporters. | dine with them & Syd.

6Bd Coeys. icnonirom front. News of Sell erds
blowing them after our boys get in. Mjr. Buchanan greets me enthusiastically. Carols
from Pipe Organ loft. Postie, Gowan, & other officers & men are pumpers. Cooking
goes on behind higAlter, men eat in main body of church. Piled up plates cover the
alter; fruit & tins of provisions cover side altars. Carols, guns, vibration of near
explosions, laughter, news of deaths. Wine, vaults, mail from home; signals bell with
urgent ringingyelling conversations over sets. Reunion of cronies. Farewell to return,
as darkness begins to fall.

Don Coy comes in at 5 PM (about). We organize singing in candle light by
harmonium near high altar. | sang solo for a while with Gildersleestgah. Anxious
time with lights. In flickering light & shadows | meet the men at the tables. (John)

McLean Capit.

The type of fighting in Ortona &6We share
at his head if out of window & he at ours. Throwingrgrdes at each end of a long
hall in dark behind sacks & boxes. Paddy &

2 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 269.

* Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderg. 265; ZuehlkeQrtona, pp. 307308. See Chapter 4, pp. 1a®6, footnote
42.

** When Brigadier Hoffmeister and Lieutena@blonel Thomson entered the church, the lads from C
Company erupted i nto c Atehefewwr.pitch ohthe btte| andrakteyhaypmairedscs out i
much, they cheered the two men who had | érdustagteeem i nt o t h
Delaneyfi When Leader s hi [nreRie@\Wdriorgp. Matt er ed, 0O
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share room. Paddyods conversation takes hig
Esch. inZ®pitch dark. o

Photo: This wellknown shot is often
reproduced in many resources and most st
that it is the Seaforths Banta Maria di
Constantinopolchurch on Christmas Day.
However, debate after the war had some
believing that this was instead a photo of
brigade headquarters Christmas dinner or t
of a F'Canadian Infantry Division
headquarters Christmas dinner at San Vit
Chientino held on 26 December 1943. Karn
Storwick of the Military Museums of Calgan
conducted an investigation in 2013, showir
the photos to Seafor
local Ortona civilians, including those who
work at the church, and came to the
conclusion that the photo was taken of
Seaforthoutsideof the church in an
Oratory?*

When each company finished supper they returned to Dead Horse Square and
relieved the next one for the meal and re§aaita Maria di ConstantinopoliBy 1900
hours the dinners were complete and B Company was back on the west side of the
piazza C Companw in the centre, A Company on the east side, and D Company in
reserve just to the soutln evening Seaforth patrol overheard a group of enemy

paratroopers singing Christmas carols in the basement of one bifiding

*** On this day a Germarparatrooper anfl P a d a@Seafodthmedical orderlycoincidentally ran into the
same building when they both soughelter from the shrapnel ricocheting in the strééte paratrooper spoke
Engl i sh and r esgnbatantstatusmat thabghdi stop hothmf them getting into a heated argument
about the war. Paddyas determined to give him a piece of his mind before going their separateRey3 he
Seaforth Highlandet. 272; DancocksThe DDay Dodgersp. 179.

2 Roy, The Seafdh Highlanders p. 269. Durnford would take these diary entries and rewrite them more
formally into a shorter but straightforward narrative, which can be reBceira d e r 6 $he Canaglians at War,
19391945, Volume 2pp. 371-372.

#Re ader 0Fhe Canaglians at War, 193945, Volume 2mp. 372373 (photo and statement that it is a
brigade dinner); Zuehlke i@rtonastates that it is the divisional headquarters dinner (group of photos after p. 124).
Storwi ckds iintvse sdatgaitlisoncaamdbe read in her article fAThe
on t he Se a fhitpsit/wwe.beafovtbhipllandess.ca/stories/4A2s0, video footage of thee&forths
enjoying their dinner can be found in the BritRathéGa z et t e6s fiBattl e of Ortonado docul
322200n t he AYoutubed website

25 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 272.

130


https://www.seaforthhighlanders.ca/stories/472

The third battalion in® Canadiann f antry Brigade, the Pr
Canadian Light Infantry, began Christmas day manning slit trenches southwest of
Ortona, but two hais later, after it was clear that no German counterattack would
materialize, the battalion stood down. Then donkeygstrucks brought up the same
fare that the Seaforths had enjoyed, and some Patricias went into southern Ortona to
scrounge for furniture, candles and trinkets for improvised tables. There members of D
Company bumped into German troops while scroungBgng Christmas Dgysome
avoided the enemy while others gave the gift of grenades before scampering off. When
12 Pl atoonds commander T. iJthey cadldoelyfindswoo o d
chairs, and the ground was wet and dottley had only just started the meal when the
Germans returned the gijiving kindness by lobbing mortar rounds onto their position.
Finishing the meal and returning to thslit trenches closed the d&.

In retrospect there @ve ironiedo this day. First, both sides challenged each other
in the field of human endurance. The violence committed by both Canadian and
German alike was closguarter combat at its ugliest, and mtranlikely soldiers on
both sides wondered how much more they and ther gide could take. Seconakihg
Christmas the Canadians had in most instances been able to take a mental and physical
break from the fighting, even if it was only for a few minutes, to ebgtyer food
perhaps a beer and a perchance a laugh withftlegids. However, they also
persistently pressured the Germans by continuing combat operations despite the fact
that it was Christmas dayfhird, the Canadian advances forward on this day had been

slightbutthe increased application of violence andipalarly heavy firepower allowed

% Allen, "The Guns of ChristmasMacLean's pp.49-50.
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incrementalCanadian successeshe Loyal Eddiesvere poised tattack the Germans

in three directions d®iazza PlebiscitaPiazza San Tomassmd onCorso Umberto;l

the RCAs J Troop and Three Rivéasiks safely ensconced and thus untouchable 1,500
yards to the townds sout hewgntafteérad f or t he
continuousroundinto crumbling German positions nmortheasterigornerof town. The

Seaf ort hs a ntahk hBdvyife & PiaRza $am Frangescthe RCAs

continued fire from field artillery and antank guns, infantry heavy mortars, along with

the engineer sd cltehvee rc ounsnei tonie ndte noofl istoi omusc;h
resourcesll eroded theverallGerman dfenceand killed defenders. To top it off'l
Canadi an | nf an tghtiygarBund Qytend te theswest thneadened to

isolate the town from the rest of tistavLine. Canadian determination boeak the

Fal | s c hiholedgn &goeaindfracture this anchor of th@ustavLine, even on

this culturally sacredlay, finally broken German willpower anditiated theplanning

procesgo begin the withdrawal fro@rtona. Thatmorning Feld Marshal Albert

Kesselringrang his10™ Army commanderGeneral Joachim Lemelsen via telephone

fiKesselring: |t is clear that we do not W e
English have made it appear as important as Rome.

Lemelsen: It costs so much blood that it canngu&tified.

Kesselring: No, but then you can do nothing when things develop in this manner;

it is only too bad that Montgomery was right for once and the world press makes

so mucH of it.o

By this point of the battt he CBCo6 s Matt hew Haltonbés popu

intensity of the fighting had brought other journalists to the area who began calling

27 Canadian Army Headquarters Historical Section (GR&port No. 18, The Campaign in Southern Italy
(Septembeir December 1943. 65, paragraph 161.
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Ortona ALittle Stalingrado in comparison t
Front a year before. Ti@ermans could not really ignore such headlfes.

Nevertheless, the telephone conversation was the starting point for the Germans to
begin organizing a deception plan to cover their withdrawal from the battered Fains.
the Canadians the darkening mmeant that Christmas day would soon be over. But
the warwas tosoon resume with all of its violent fury so thaf anadian Infantry
Brigade could finish the job. The Loyal Eddies and supporting units were to begin their
threepronged advance andetlSeaforths with their attached troops prepared to eject the
Germans from Dead Horse Square and drive foPtaeza Plebiscitdo complete their

western flanking manoeuvre and link up with the Edmontons.

28 Bishop, True CanadiarBattles That Forged Our Natiopp. 2482 4 9 ; Re a d €he GamadiBns gte s t ,
War 1939/45, Volume, ». 360 Humor ously, the person responsible for the
in the 28 December, 1000 hours entry #atlreasiegebfhe battl e #fHé
Leningrad. o Perhaps it is forgivable thatSHCWMD war di ar
1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC
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| Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (SHC)

25 December

TRR: C Squ replaced by A San to
support LER, AT guns and TRR HQ
tanks continue to pound Corso Umberto |,
24 Dec 43

LER, TRR, RCE: Slow thrust, moussholing,
Piasza \(umupal Town Hall, 90th AT

s Penetration™
e on Corso Vittorio
B Coy thrust on

followed by thrusf
Emmanusles, A Co;
Corso Garibal.

LER: Thrust up Corso M Bianchi to Piazza Vittoria,
D Coy left, B Coy right, 21 Dec 43
TRR: C Sqn in support of LER, 21 Dec 43

RCE: In support of TRR and LER, 21 Dec 43

LER: Moming attacks, followed by
infiltration to * n’s House” (pensions)

D Coy left, B C: ht, 21 Dec 43

LER: Evening 20 Dec 43

1943

SHC: Christmas Dinner at
Santa Maria di Costantinopoli 25 Dec 43

SHC, TRR, RCE: A Coy section
KIA in blown School, 24 Dec 43

SHC-complete, TRR A Squ, RCE
Thrust, mous

German counterattack, 24 Dec 43

SHC, RCE: B Coy protect LER left
flank and are joimed by
Via Della Pace; D Coy 1
Via Rapino to Via 4

SHC: D Coy along Via Rapino
Evening, battalion tactical

move to Piazza Vittoria, 22 Dec 43
SHC: D Coy, left flank protection
of LER 21 Dec 43

SHC: Battalion

less C and D Coys mov 3

Santa Maria di Costantinopoli
21 Dec 43

SHC: C Coy has =tiff fight up to and
in Santa Maia di Costantinopoli
21 Dec 43

SHC: Evening, C Coy, 20 Dec 43

Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPoint.

Photo:

In this welknown photo from the battle of Ortorta,h e

Loyal

LanceCorporal E.H. Harrisakes up a fire positiof!

2 Canada At Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (website) (photo); Zuehlepna group of photos after p. 124

(narrative).
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Day 71 Sunday26 December 1943A Glimmer of Hope

AAs night fell on that first evening at Mar
all too conscious of, the clawing, tearibgutality of the fighting in the town. The

Seaforths and the Edmontons were at the throats of the Paratroopers; it was a

mediaeval battle in its closguarter violence, groping through suffocating dust

and smoke, stumbling over upturned furniture andidesiruggling breathlessly

in nightmare darkness, felling, clubbing, ©b
uséThey are in the next rooméHe is firing f
the Corporal ?. .. Hand me -ttrhaaptp ePdi®aWwhée.rL o o k 0L
Youdre sure? Stand back! |l m going to | e

the splintering door. The screams are lost as an earthquake blast rocks the
neighbourhood. Tons of masonry, debris and household effects rush into the street
like grainfrom a hopper. The Jerry (German) sappers are systematically
dynamiting buildings into the street in a desperate delaying action. The barriers of
rubble are quickly sown with mines and covered by raking fire. Dust and lead and
fragmentation filltheta mi ng *hi ght . o

- Charles Comfort.

Weather: Rain during the night and morning, cloudy and cold with
poor to good visibility?!

Approximate Fighting Strength as of 0600 hours 26 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORs) ORs) ORS) ORS)
HQ 2 CIB 15/47 - - -
PPCLI 36 /682 - - -
LER 32/608 0/2 0/11 -
SHC 34 /619 0/1 1/10 -
RCA 90" AT 6/128 - - -
Bty
TRR Unknown - 0/1 -

After the partial Christmas Day reprievke vindictive urban combat resumed
with climatic intensity. Throughout the early hours the Edmonton Pioneer platoon and
supporting engineers used the darkness to lower the rubble pile blocking the south

entrance td’iazza Plebiscita By 0806 mpainnowdo®n tdiaGmall

platoon of 18 soldiefsand Li eut enant R. H. Heggieds 3 T

30 Comfort, Artist at War pp. 9899.
31HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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of the square under cover of smoke. The infantry began clearing the buildings while
Heggiebs tanks directednttekestside? fi re on Gern
At 0845 hours a Germa&0Omm antitank gun that had beelismantled and
reassembled in a secostbrey room on the east side of the square in a building that D
Companyo6s sol diers hadonreotofy eHe . dirfbesecohse d afnikr:
tankds driver Tr oo-rver Trdoper M®Batlaghersvera woanaetl. t h e
Unable to go forward the remainder of the tank crew reversed back to the rubble pile.
Once they realized that the damage to the tank would not allow themoiegthe
rubble pile to safety, they returned to their weapons and continued blasting away at
German positions with the main cannon and the machine guns until all ammunition was
expended. The crew then evacuated the two wounded troopers and triedhe tow
damaged vehicle out of the danger area. Again, the rubble pile foiled their effort,
convincing them to abandoning the tank. (2
firing at German positions all around thiazzauntil their ammunition was expended.
To maintain that <critical tank direct fire
qguickly relieved the retiring 3 Troop. Kn
German positions around the square to blasEitidies and their engineers forwétd.
Thirty minutes | ater two oPak38antiartkel 6s t :
gun in the second storey window. A second-tartk gun also opened fire hitting one

of the stricken tanks again, knocking it ootpletely and forcing the crew to bail out.

2 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LACStevensA City at Way p. 278.

3 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LACDND (Canada)Unique Operations Urban, p. 6; GoodersortAssimilating
Urban Battle Experiencep. 66. See also Chapter 2, p. 39, footnote 41. Interestingly, ZuehlReama, p. 331,
states that this tank was taken out by a Gssedinghe u
Three Riversd war diary. The Asticky bomb, d iden
tank later in the day which will be discussed on p., I88tnote42 below.

3 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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Now down to only two tanks in support, D C
his infantry and attached engineers while Knipfel also withdrew his two remaining
Shermans from the east side of the square. Gérenans continued firing arnk
rounds at the disabled tank until it was destroyBlaus, the German paratrocap
retained control of this vitgliazzain the centre of their urban main defence line, at
least for a few more hours. 3 Troop returnethepiazzawith full fuel tanks and
ammunition bins at 1500 hours. The earlier punishment inflicted on the German
defenders by tank gun fire may have had an impact this time, for when the tanks, Loyal
Eddies and engineers went back into the fight theygwable to push in and clear a
sizeable section d?iazza Plebiscitand finally capture the troublesorRak 38 antt
tank gun®

Not far to the east, the Loyal Eddi esdo
C Squadron tanks continued pressing alGngso Matteottiand towards th€attedrale
SanTomasso where the cathedral ds rubble pile |
tankwegons. Here the Germans fought equally hard to retain the east end of their

urban line.

35 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC; Stens,A City at Way p. 278.
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As theLoyal Eddies fought their way towards t@attedrale San Tomassuis is what they saw ahead of
them. Itis recalled that the Germans had destroyed the cathedral 21 December 1943 as part of their
demolitions plan. Both the painting and the photo contain personnel standing in the rubble, demonstrating
thec at h elargesiteh s
Left: "Painting,Chiesa di San TomassOrtona, Italy," by Charles Comfot.
Right: a photo taken of th@attedraleshortly after the battlé.

Once again, the courageous German with the flamethrower who had made his
appearance two days before returned to attempt to incinerate Canadian infantry and
engineers. Once again, the Loyal Eddies manhandled one of-fhain@er anttank
guns up to blast the house concealing the weapon until the building fell into the alley.
The flamethrower was not seen agiri

It was on this climactic day that A Compaspldiersdiscovered how enemy
paratrooers were employing subterranean tunnels connecting buildings to change or

reinforce other fighting positions and to infiltratehbed the Canadians. Infantry

36 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 246247. See Chapter 3, p. 62, footnote 22 to review thedfidlt ai | s of the cat
destruction.

87 Canadian War Museum, "Paintir@hiesa di San TomassOrtona, Italy,” by Charles Comfort.
https://www.warmuseum.ca/collections/artifact/1014467/?q=paint+brush&page_num=1&item_num=160&media_irn
=1725

38 Juno Beach Centr&anada in the Second World War: The Destruction of Historical Herjtage
https://www.junobeach.org/canadawwii/articles/theitalian-campaign/thedestructiorof-historicatheritage/,
accessed 2019.

3 See Chapter 4, pp. 1089, footnotes 51 to 58HC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume
15256, LAG LER WD 1943/09194406, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LACZuehlke,Ortona, p. 330.
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pioneers were immediately tasked to destroy the tunnel entrances/exits with explosives
to put a stop to the underground thr&at.

Sergeant J.W. Chapmandés tank fired high

thepi a zweasdts si de al ongsi de C Squad
led by Captain F.W. JohnsoiThe infantry and engineers

were using Chapman6és tank as cov
exploded ortop of the tank, stopping the vehicle. A German
paratrooper had boldly moved to an upper storey window to

drop a fibeehiveo explosive devic

tank. Chapman, Corporal W.J. Steep and Trooper C. Stowe

were all wounded by the bladin the midst of an intense

infantry firefight, the crew could not bail out, so Johnson

Photo:
Captain F.W. Johnson,  mgyed his tank upcloteo Chapmanods stricken
C Squadron,
Three Rivers Regimefit
Trooper R.D. Gareau used Johnson
under infantyand engineerover i ng fire, moved up to Charg
tow cabl e. Johnsonds Sherman then towed t

back to a mor@rotective spot. Despite this setback, by the end of the day A
Companyb6s sol di er s Ioaftectipely sohtmldhe sohtlevaesterne n o u g h
entrance oPiazza San Tomasé®

On the right side of the square, B Company still inched its way forwa@bmso

Umbertol ai ded still by t he dtipouadertantignknf i re fr

40 LER WD 1943/091944/06, R&24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAGtevensA City at War p.
278.

41 Zuehlke Battle of Ortonap. 65 (photo and narrative).

42 LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC.
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guns and the Three Riverso three tanks sou
Eddies and their engineers had a Number 18 radio set, they had challenges determining

the effectieness of those high velocity shells on German occupied buildings and in
communicating fire corrections to the tanks and-tmtk guns via the radio to prevent

the antitank guns and tanks from accidentally firing on their fellow Canadians. This

promptedd he Thr ee River sod Co mbobnelEiLnBgoth@f f i cer L
move forward and link up with the company commander in the early afternoon to

coordinate their efforts. At 1420 hours the infantry soldiers would throw smoke

grenades in front of theposition and wait five minutes for the smoke to billow high

enough into the air after which they would launch a flare. That would signal to the anti

tank guns and the tanks to blast away at all of the buildings to the right or north of the
smoke*® Boath returned to the antank gun and tank position, and at 1425 hours and

for the remainder of the afternoon the d@atik guns and tanks pounded the buildings

just to the northeast of B Company, enabling them to win control of the southeast

entrance tdPiazza San Tomas$t

Left: "Corso Umberto'lby Charles
Comfort®

Comfort conveys the destruction tha
occurredon thecorsoafter the Loyal
E d d iBe&Cantpany, the supporting
engineerss he RCA J- T
pounder gunsnd the Three Rivers
tankspummelled it with direct fire for
several days.

43 With regards tahose of us in the military, for a LieutenaDblonel and a commanding officer to move so
close to the front lines of combat is both a sign of good leadership and somethoamthatconsidered extremely
foolish!

4“4 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LACLER WD 1943/091944/06, R&4-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC.

45 Canadian War Museum, "Paintifgprso Umberto'l by Charles Comfort.
https://www.warmuseum.ca/collections/artifact/1019238/?q=paint+brush&page_num=1&item_num=100&media_irn
=2082
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When the Edmontons halted their advance aetftkof the day, one hundred long
awaited reinforcements finally arrived at the frontlineste st or e C Company 0
strength and bring the Loyal Eddies back up to four companies, albeit still
understrength. Most of the reinforcements had come from the Cape Breton Highlanders
repl acement pool and thus C Co*fipany was du
That same day the intense struggle also raged on the west end of the German urban
lineinOrtona.Ther e the day began with the Seafor:t
thePiazza San Francesc@ Company in the centre, A Company on the east sideDan
Company in reserve just to the south. There had been little action before dawn save for
sporadic German artillery and mortar fire. Unlike the Loyal Eddies, a group of Seaforth
reinforcements thankfully arrived early in the day and were integraieth@tdepleted
companies to bolster their numbers at 0900 htfuiSome of the new arrivals were
inexperienced. Accordg to an interview with Mark Zuelkhe, Seaforth Company
SergeaniMMajor Jock Gibson was shocked to learn that many of them had never even
seenma grenade, much less actually thrown one in training. Others were clueless on how
to clean their rifles or fire ar®n machinegun. After handing out the grenades Gibson
had to give them a quick lesson on how to use tifdbespite the inexperience the new

soldiers were sorely needed; during the night the enemy paratroopers had infiltrated

46 StevensA City at Way pp. 278279; LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943,
LAC. One will recall that on 22 December Crimany had been split up and its soldiers given to the other three
companies in order to bolster their fighting strength. See Chapter 3, p. 77, fodtnote 6
47 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.
48 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 331332. The matter of just how many of the newly arrived replacement soldiers were
not fully trained on infantry weapons remains a matter of dels#¢eAn dr ew Br own, fANew Men i n t
Assessment of Reinforcements to the 48th Highlanders in Italy, Ja@garg b e r Canfdiad Mildary History
Volume 21, Issue 3, Article 4, 16 April 2015.
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back into both the ruins dfe churchof Santa Maria Della Graziand the hospital
beside it, establishing firing positions in the rulfie.

The fighting became extremely violent and fluid shortly after the reinforcements
arrived. By 0930 hours two sections from C Company had beepletely cut off from
the remainder of the unit and captured when German soldiers squeezed between the
sections and the remainder of the companhye need to rescue their fellow Seaforths
became an increasingly swift concemd LieutenanColonel Thanson moved up at
1000 hours, getting right in with the companies to direct the fight and rescue his
captured sections. He ordered thpodinder anttank guns and the Sherman tanks from
C Squadrondés Lieutenant N. H. Bdi 6esr 61s T2 oTorpo o
fire into the German positions all around Dead Horse Square. They pounded the ruins of
the church, the hospital and other buildings aroungbidwezafor over two hours,
eradicating all of the German positions by 1200 hours and also ajjakertwo
captured sections to be freed around 1300 holine. Germans, needing every soldier in
the fight due to the violent volume of fire being thrown at them, let the Canadians go
when the Seaforths stormed the house that the Germans ar@ahadian prisoners of
war had occupied. After killing most of the enemy paratroopers, the remaining 16
surrendered?

One of the Seaforths who had been taken prisoner recounted:

ifé¢Somet hing went wrong. |l dondét know what,
was full of German paratrooperiSchmeiserén our faces, and that was that. But it
wasndét to be the end in the way we expecte

house. It was like going backstage, seeing them like that, young fellowsféead,

going about their business. Come dawn, Captain Harley | guess came to check our
position, got fired on, put in an attack with the rest of the company, and we came
surplus to th&ermans, who needed every man to fight back. So they did a deal with

4 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
50 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACTRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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Sergeant El aschuk, thereds hardly a sectior
man can speak Germarsaid they would let us go if we promised not to fight again.

Johnny promised and we went . I dondét know whet her
in the rules of war, but while theyoére figu
Suits me. | reckon Johnny and | and some of the others are about saturated

anyway. 0
At one point during the above fighting arcident that demonstratéhe term
Acol |l ateral damageo in its most extreme, a

LieutenantColonelThomson remembered that:

Aféan ol d woman was i n aompgagypasitions, antishdhacdo nt o f
gone off her head, | suppose, and was wandering about with her hair down, yelling and
screaming. Then she was shot, and we coul c

up later they ran back and forth right over her. It vemgble, though she certainly
didnét cdre by then. o

While the struggle raged at Dead Horse Square, B Company began a push
northeastwards from the southwest intersection o¥/thévionte Maiellawhile A
Company began clearing the houses northeastwards Mueti@avour Lieutenart
Colonel Thomson wanted t@ep the momentum going, so he quickly established his
battalion headquarters in the centre ofgile@zaat 1400 hours and directed C Company
to push out of the square to link up with B Company and continue the advance northeast
alongVia Monte MaielaC Squadronds two troops of tank
blasting away at German positions within the houses on the street while the Seaforths
and their supporting engineers once again began mouseholing through the buildings,
meeting strong opposition fmthe Germans who must have realized that the right
anchor of their main defensive area within the town was collapsing. Concurrently,
D Companyds soldiers and the two Three RivV

mopping up Germans who had hdeft behind and to ensure the enemy did not try to

51 McAndrew and GlobalCanadians and the Italia@ampaign p. 80.
52 McAndrew and GlobalCanadians and the Italian Campaigm 80; ZuehlkeQrtona, p. 330.
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infiltrate back into theiazzaand attack the Canadians from behind. By 1700 hours,
LieutenantColonel Thomson stopped the advance for B and C Companies about 100
metres southwest of the intersectidriVea MonteMaiella andVia Roma A Company at
the end of th&/ia Cavourand the southwest corner of thmzza Municipaliand

directed the companies to establish their hasty defensive positibhas, the Seaforths
had begun to apply converging pressure on the critical centre of the German urban
defensive line.

At dayodés end as per the German standard
fire rained down on the Canadian positions throughtweinight, accompanied by enemy
paratrooper infiltration patrols through and behind the Canadian lines. Small arms and
hand grenades were exchanged throughout the hours of datkriesmeet fire with
fire, and given the earlier precedent set by beffedson and Booth in directing both
artillery, mortar and direct fire down on the northern end of the town, the Royal
Canadian Artillery opened up a heavy barrage to fall on the German defenders. German
combat engineer Carl Bayerlein recalled:

fi T h e n6 Decemb@r the enemy artillery began firing, and the northern part of the

town, still in our hands, came under continuous shellfire; enemy guns fired on the

town incessantly, many houses coll apsed as
Yellow and bla& clouds of smoke darkened the sky. Luckily for us, the enemy shells

had ?Svery sensitive impact fuze, most of them exploding as soon as they struck a roof

ti e. 0

Soldiers are psychologically trained to become missitented, with the thought
of failure being almost abhorrent. Morale can plummet if the mission fails, even more

so when lives have been loSometime duringthe da*Canadi an | nfantry

53 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACTRR WD, Dec 1943, LACZuehlke,
Ortona map on p. XX.

54 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R&4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC

55 Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combatp@a 1943' Canadian Military History p. 50.
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commander Mjor-GeneralChrisVokes, who had become concerned with the rising
casualties throughout the division, visitedgadier BertranHoffmeisterat 2'
Canadian | nfreadquarter®Bmi ggpeadsl Vokesod fashioc

the point, asking Hoffmeister if hgould like to withdraw the brigade from the urban

fight. Hof f meisterd6s response was i mmedi a
fi | began to see a glimmer of hope; I coul d
Vokes asked me if | would | i katthisttmequi t, and
would be letting the brigade down and the effect on the morale of the brigade would
be such that it would just be shocking. o F
to me as being extremely important, one that Eighth Army just mustdraé said
nothiErTIghaschangedag"Br igade is concerned; weol/l see
di . 0

It was a tough decision knowing that more casualties were likely, but for
Hof f mei ster the brigadeds trothrpugh. and their
Admitting defeat, withdrawing from the town and making it appear that the lives lost
had been for nothing would have maénanlikely sapped the combat will of the
brigadebds sol diers. Hof f mei ster believed
decision’i to continue fighting or to withdraiv but his adamant stance to continue the
fight is the type of decision that senior military commanders are required to consider
and ultimately make®

At some point during the day, and in keeping withstésxdard operating procedure,
Hoffmeister went forward to visit his subordinate leaders and gauge how the fighting was
going. Thomson recalled his meeting with Hoffmeister that day:

néAfter nine days of fighting wtabohtad | ost
exhausted, practically living on rum, no sleep. Bert came up, he was good at that, he
was a commander who would come to the front

56 Vokes had a right to be concerned. Urban operations are inherently manpower intensive and inherently
closecombat intensive with fighting occurring within extremely tight quarters, thus producingtthseetimes the
amount of casualties when comparedighting in rural areasDND, Unique Operations Urban, p. 259.

S"DelaneyThe Sol di gr164 Gener al

58 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 333.
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sticky battle morale is as important as if not more important than good tactidhe O

scale of one to ten morale will go from four to nine just by the appearance of a senior
commander in the line when and where the bullets are flying. Bert understood this.

On this particular day Bert canfieshomt o Ort on

you are doing great. o6 He patted me on the
Christds sake Bert, canodt | have a rest?6

was so great that wayél was so iompchessed wi
spirit into people. ® You couldnét say no to

For 2" Canadian Infantry Brigade, the light indeed shined at the end of the tunnel.
26 December saw much Canadian hard work clearing houses and blasting their way
ahead. The Loyal Eddies and their supporting units had made g&iiezaa Plebiscita
and both &les ofPiazza San Tomassand they were just a few buildings away and
around the corner from the Seaforths. They and their support tiradpslted just
short ofPiazza Plebiscit®@n Via Monte Maiellaafter a substantial advance along the
Via Cavourtowards thePiazza Municipali With the Loyal Eddies pressing hard in the
townds northeastern secti on easwaldfronh@adSeaf or
Horse Square to link upith the Eddiesthe Germans had gone beyond the decision
point to withdaw. They had initiated a deception plan to make it appear as if they
would continue their stand until the last man when in reality, they were preparing to pull
out of Ortona. However, they would do so only after another day of making the

Canadians payniblood.

59 McAndrew and GlobalCanadians and the Italian Campaigm 84; DelaneyT he Sol di gr s6 Gener a
103.
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Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) | | Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (SHC)

Map 4
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Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®&rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPoint.

Painting: Charles Comfort, "Canadian Field Guns Near Ortona" showingaL@sler
artillery piece®®

60 Comfort, Artist at War p. 78.
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Chapter 61 27-28 December 1943

Day 81 Monday 27 December 1943: The Violent Climax

Weather: A clear, cold day with fair visibility.

Approximate Fighting Strength as of 0600 hours 27 December 1943
Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA
(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /
ORS) ORS) ORs) ORS)
HQ 2 CIB 15/46 - - -
PPCLI 36 /680 - - -
LER 38 /592 0/6 0/8 -
SHC 35/723 0/5 2/8 -
RCA 90" AT 6/126 - 0/2 -
Bty
TRR Unknown - 0/3 -

Unbeknownst to th€anadians at this tin27 December would be the final day of
close quarter combat in Orton&he enemy had had enoughhe British and
Commonwealth divisions had kept the pressure up on the entirety @litavLine
and by 27 DecembefCanadi an | nf &'€anadian IBfanvyiBEgaden 6 s 1

appeared to be close in meeting Vokesd int
northwards in the area just west of the town. The Germans had recognized this threat

early and had madé'Canadan Infantry Brigade pay for every yard they had advanced

over the previous days; they knew that if the Canadians isolated Ortona not only would

the town completely cease to be the eastern anchor GustavLine, but itwould also

doom the 1 Fallschirmjager Division overall to destruction. Thus, the fighting was

incredibly violent and extremely challenging for that brigade in partiéulasnically,

despite the ferocity of the violence-amd-around Ortona thesFallschirmjager

Di vi si onds ¢ o m@meera RichardHeidrich weem anrlebve

1HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
2 StevensThe Royal Canadian Regimepp. 116118.
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26 December 19438 he told Allied intelligence officers after the war that he believed
the front had morer-less been stabilized. The German high command decided th
withdrawal would occur at the end of 27 December not only for the reasons above but
also because they believed that due to a majority of their reserves being committed to the
fighting, they would have no flexibility in plugging any gaps in the line tihatAllies
could create if the latter mounted a large attack. Also, to continue combat operations
woul d continue assisti nd@heiomertoinmigatepar atr oope
deception plan that would camouflage the withdrawal was authorized bydesnat
approximately 1100 hours on 27 Decembés that order made its way down the chain
of command, the Green Devils and the Red Patch Devils would continue vindictive
fighting throughout the day, with the Loyal Eddies now on the receiving end of the
malicious trap that the Seaforths had experienced just three days before.

Sergeant Sandy McLaren was an acting platoon commander in A Company, and
on the evening of 26 December he placed his exhausted soldiers into a building close to
the Cattedrale San dmasso

AiBy this time the men were all very tired a
into a large house right across the street from the enemy so we had to be on guard all

the time. That night | was called to company headquarters where | migtriaat

E.B. Allan and Company Sergedvigjor L. Paquette. | was told that | was being

promoted to Company Sergedviajor of B Company and Allan and Paquette were

taking over my platoon. | explained the situation to Lieutenant Allan and told him

the menwere dead tired. | also told him the guard would have to be kept awake

because there were tunnels from house to house. They then went to the house and |
stayed at *headquarters. 0

Il n a twi st of fate that i s admmat the cl i chi

most opportune time for him:

3 Canadian ArmyHeadquarters Historical Section (G.Rpport No. 18, The Campaign in Southern Italy
(September December 1943p. 6667, paragraph 165; NicholsaBfficial History, pp. 332333.
“Brown, MfAThe Rock Qafhadiaghdliitanntistorys 20ment , o
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ifiAt 0500 the next morning we heard a bl ast
were stationed. The house had be’n | evelled

Much like what they had done to the section of Selasoat the school in Dead
Horse Square on 24 December, the Germans had placed demolition charges in a building
and then withdrew from the building itsedfilowing Mc L ar e n 0 sLiewemaht n o w
Edwar d @ABU mmyo®ccupgifi Once a small patrdtom the Germans
verified that the Canadiaimad enterethe building they fired the explosives in the very
early morning of 27 December, destroying the house and having it implode upon itself
and the platoon inside of it.

The explosion woke up £&ompany, who upon realizing what had just occurred,
had its infantry pioneers and supporting engineers rush towards the house to see if they
could dig out the survivors. Upon swiftly approaching the rubble the Germans from an
adjacent building saw the oprtunity unfolding before them and began showering the
area with multiple hand grenades in a double attemghtive off the wouldbe rescuers
and cause more casualties. This brought the reaction from both the pioneers and
engineers on the ground and thenainder of the company sheltered in the adjacent
buildings to open an overwhelming amount of small arms fire on the Germans to keep
them at bay so that the pioneers and engineers could begin the laborious task of picking
up by hand the huge chunks of bldand throw them away. An infuriated Corporal

G. E. 006 Nmandedlysushedythe duilding occupied by the Germans and furiously

5 lbid., p. 20.

6 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACRoy, The Seaforth Highlanderg. 268;
Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 309310; DND (Canada)Jnique Operation$ Urban, p. 6. See Chapter 4, p. 114, footnote 69.

" LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 1511428 Dec 1943, LAC Interestingly, many sources,
including St eve RASifyatWargtatertleanthisancideht oceurredrory26 December. However, it is
clear from the war diary and McLar ends swinmemesos tshtaat e men
occurred on 27 December. The confusion may lie with the fact that the platoon occupied the house on the evening of
26 December.
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attacked the grenade throwers, who either fell down dead or withdrew from the building
altogethe With the threat nowemoved the pioneers and engineers continued to
remove the rubble to try and rescue any potential survivors.

The news of the event, its scope and the consequences of it flashed through the
entire brigade quickly, andybhadldtsomaayoly 6 s s O
their friends in such a vindictive and violent act, immediately began planning a
retaliation strike | ed by no other than th
described what occurred next:

~

fi | came t o t kstereyridingwherethe battle erded déast night in a
pitch of heroism and ferocity. A Company under command of Capt. Bill Longhurst
fought its way into one building and to the top, stair by stair, room by room. The
Regimental interpreter crawled along to a daw to hear the Germans talking. In

the next building he heard an officer upbraiding his men for having let the Canadians
reach the top floor. A runner was despatched to find sappers.* In-houalthe
engineers had placed charges under the othedibgil After the Canadians had
withdrawn it was blown up and the forty or fifty Germans in it were killed or
crusthed. o

Longhurst and his soldiers repeated their success by destroying a second building
with demolitions while there were Germans insidé.é In this case, revenge was a
dish best served hot with destruction from high explosive.
D Company with its supporting engineers fought throughPibeza Plebiscita
throughout the day and continued their mouseholing advance-hgis®ise
nortweswar ds so that they could attempt to |
companies who were making their way forward alvirg Monte Maiella D Company

eventually reached ¢hsouthern end of théa Tripoli by the end of the day

8 LER WD 1943/091944/06, R&G24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC. Br own , fiThe Rock of
Ac c omp !l i Gahadian MilitaryoHistory, p. 20.

* A Sapper is the lowest enlisted rank of the combat engineers, the equivalent of an infantry Private.

9 StevensA City at War p. 278.

10 LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAZuehlke,Ortona, p. 343.

11 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 345.
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Left: "Piazza Plebiscitoby
Charles Comfor#?

Comfort conveys the
destruction that occurred in the
piazzaaf t er t he L

Company, the supporting
engineers and the Three River
tanks fought through it.

B Company on the other side®ifazza San Tomassoouseholed their way up
Corso Umberto Lintil they were opposite th@attedrale San Tomass® Although A
and B Companies were not occupying every buildingiazza San Tomassthey were
now in positions where they could control
LieutenantColonel Jefferson ordered a mortar fire shoot to occur ahead of the two
companies to ensure the remaining Germans did not attack, remainedtéyewere
or withdraw. Threench mortars showered the northeastern portiodRiatza San
Tomassawith approximately 1,100 roundé$Concur rently, the Three
LieutenantColonel Booth directed his headquarters tanks that had parked 1,500 metres
southeast of the town to continue firing into the railway tunnel, as rumours had surfaced

that the Germans may have had a large calibre gun in the tunnel itself. Once enough

12 Comfort,Artist at War p. 79. Interestingly this painting other sourceis often titled "Canadian Armour
Passing Through Ortona," yet Comfort titles it Bgzza Plebiscitbin his book.

3 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

141 ER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAMhen one reviews the Eddies
war diary and notes the ammunition expenditure for just the battle within Ortona, the numbers are impressive and
demonstrate why urban operations consume four times the normal amount of ammunition compared to rural
operationsAnti-tank shells: 918 round3hreeinch mortars: 4,050 bomb$ywo-inch mortars: 2,000 bombs303
small arms ammunition: 57,000 round$iomson sumachine gun ammunition: 4,800 rounbso . 36 AMiIills bom
hand grenades: 600; ahgb. 77 smoke grenadegdQ
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ammunition had been expanded on the tunnel, the same tanks were then dir@eted to f
mixture of approximately 100 high explosive and armgiercing rounds into the

Castelloas rumours were now circulating that the Germans had a large force hiding in

that structuré® The reports of both the large calibre weapon in the tunneirenidrge

German force in the castle turned out to be false, but at this point the destruction of the
town had been so overwhelming, the loss of Canadian life so regretful, and the

Canadians sufficiently angry enough at what they had been put througheyast

few days that they were willing to let overwhelming firepower decide the battle once

and for all. The Edmontons and their supporting engineers, now more focused on
digging All endés platoon of 23 solhesetr s out
up hasty defensive positions, and let the mortars and tanks do the work ahead of them to
the northeast. By nightfall the Eddies and their engineers had rescued four soldiers still
alive and recover ed o!he@nceitava confifmedtmttiel | en 6 s
fighting had ended, they would return for the remainder of the dead. Unknown to them

on this day, Lanc€orporal Roy Boyd from Wembley, Alberta was still alive

underneath the rubbté.

The Seaforths with their supporting engineers met determined enemy resistance
right from the start of the dayés advance.
raining down on them all evening right up until 0800 hours. LieuteGalinel
Thomson hadlirected D Company to conduct a reliefplace with B Company, so that

both D Company on the north side of the street and C Company on the south side of the

STRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
16 | ER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC.
17 DancocksThe BDay Dodgersp. 179.
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street now advanced aloiMig Monte Maiella The Three Riversbo
2 Troop hal its tanks back by Dead Horse Square; the Germans had demolished so
many of the buildings alongia Monte Maiellathat tanks could not advance up the road
to support the Seaforths and their engineers, so they provided covering fire when
required from thepiazza D Company at first reported that they were making favourable
progress as they mouseholed through the buildings while C Company reported the
opposite, moving slowly. At approximately 1000 hours there was a small tactical pause
when reinforcementarrived at battalion headquarters and they were rushed forward to
the companies. At 1100 hours, 2 Troop was surprised tapggeximately 100 dazed

and starving civilians make their way outide a d Ho r s lespifabbasameattfa
the past three daythe artillery and tanks had been putting dozens if not hundreds of
rounds into the hospital to destroy the German positions within it, wisie thalians
morethanlikely in the basement armbwering in great fear the entire tirasthe walls
above then were violently ripped apatf.

At 1115 hours C Company came upon a large factory/mill on their side of the
street, but attempting to enter it through the main floor was met with considerable small
arms fire from the German defenders. A platoon weswueeful enough to enter the
building through the basement, however the Germans made moving up to the main floor
through the interior of the building impossible. Both sides were stalemated for several
hours as small arms and grenades were exchangedebetiveetwo, although four
Germans were taken as prisoners of war. As C Company was no longer advancing on

the south side of the street, it meant that D Company could no longer advance on the

18 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACTRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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north side of the street either. In order to gain the momeagaim Lieutenar€Colonel
Thomson held a meeting at 1500 hours with his subordinate commanders and changed
the battalionds scheme of manoeuvre that w
German standard operating procedure: A Company would condeigtfan-place with
C Company so that the latter could withdraw its platoon from the basement of the
factory. The engineers and infantry pioneers that were working with A Company would
bring with them a number of#-25 pound demolition charges, empldicem in the
buil dingds basement, and withdraw so they
inside. Once the building imploded, D Company would be free to move as quickly as
possible to the south side \éfa Monte Maiellaand clear out any remaining Gens up
to Via Tripoli. Once there they were to link up wi
was just fighting its way througRiazza Plebiscita Once the linkup was completed a
hasty defence would be established and held overHigt.
While all of the above was occurring and going to plan, Private Gordon Currie
Smith, who had remained under the rubble of the-destroyed school in Dead Horse
Square for three days, was rescued. Having been entombed and unable to move the
entire time hdiad come to the belief that he would die where he lay, but upon hearing
Englishspeaking voices nearby he was able to muster up the ability to yell for help. His
fellow Seaforths overheard him and all moved swiftly to find equipment to remove the

chunksand slabs of concrete, brick and wood. After challenging work C8migh

19 SHC WD 1943/0431 December, R&4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACTRR WD, Dec 1943, LACHQ 2 CIB
WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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was found, released from his tomb and gently carted away on a stretcher, spending the
remaining months of the war recovering from his woufids.

By midday the German deceptipfan had been initiated to camouflage their
future withdrawal from the town. The plan itself was simple: increase the violence to
make the Canadians think the Germans were staying. As the Canadians slowly but
steadily advanced, the continued intensityhef fighting appeared to demonstrate that
the paratroopers were not only being supplied, reinforced and rotating their soldiers
through the frontline on a daily basis, but that they were going to fightémathail for
every building right up to th€agello.?! German artillery and mortar fire continued to
rain down on the town. Enemy engineers were using their remaining explosives to
demolish buildings and even blowing up tramcars to create more rubble and obstacles in
the vicinity ofVia Tripoli.?? At approximately 1540 hours twelve German {I@9
fighter-bombers swept in low over Ortona and dropped their ordnance before being
chased away by angircraft fire2® In addition, an intercepted enemy wireless message
referred to an ditdgewils anpliedothat tHe Geérrnamsanere a n
planning a counteattack?*

All of this information combined made the brigas@mmander, Hoffmeister,
realize that the exhausted and depleted Eddies and Seaforths would not be able to finish
the task of takingdrtonacomplete. In order to either continue destroying the Germans

at the north end of the town or to repel the alleged German counterattack, Hoffmeister

20 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 344345. See Chapter 4, p. 114, footnote 69.

2! porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp.90, para. 29; NicholsonOfficial History, p. 332.

22 Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 1@khadian MilitaryHistory, p. 50.

2 TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

24 porter,DND DHH CMHQ reportsp. 90, para. 28; HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LACZuehlke,Ortona, pp.
345-346.
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directed that the Princess Patriciads Cana
Regiment squadroof tanks would conduct a forward passage of lines through the two
battalions to continue the fighting into the north end of the town beginning at 0800 hours
the next day, 28 December 19%3.

By the end of the day the Seaforths had linked up with the Loyal Eddies at the
southern end o¥ia Tripoli while the remainder of the Edmontons were around the
Piazza San Tomassén the early evening, the Germans had received direction to gather
up all d the weapons and equipment that they could carry and prepare to depart their
fighting positions. At approximately 2230 hours and with all best silence they withdrew
from Ortona, marching for several hours until they conducted aulinkith trucks on
the coast road northwest of the town which would in turn drive them back to a safe area

free from Canadian shellfiré.

2 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943,AC;
26 Bayerlein, "Parachute Engineers in Combat, Ortona 1@khadian MilitaryHistory, p. 50; Zuehlke,
Ortona, pp. 347348.
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Dec 20,1943 - Dec 28, 1943
A= Rubble Pile

“The Rubble Pile”

=117

\
oec20/ ]
= A vinar
S

0 *0 00 500 yarte \\

matres.

g 200 30 400 o \\
sranmcts Sars. vicronn nc |\

p 4

27 December 1943

LER: LtE.D. “Bunny” Allen’s platoon
KIA in blown building, LER retaliates.
LER, RCE: Piazza Plsbiscita cleared and
Piazza San Tomasso securad,

Indirect fire and direct fire on tunnel and
northern part of town, 27 Dec 43

SHC, TRR, RCE: D and C Coys clear
Via Monte Maiella, link up with LER at
Via Tripoli, 26 Dec 43

SHC, TRR, RCE: B/D and C Coys begin

clearing Via Monte Maiella,
LER, TRR, RCE: Continued fighting with Aoy plazs Fia Cavoar 20Dy
D Coy in Piazsa Plebiscita, A and B Coys
in Piazsa San Tomasso, 25-26 Dec 43

SHC: Christmas Dinner at
Santa Maria di Costantinopoli 25 Dec 43
TRR: C Squ replaced by A Squ to
support LER, AT guns and TRR HQ
tanks continue to pound Corso Umberto I,
24 Dec 43
LER, TRR, RCE: Slow thrust, mouseholing,
Piasza Municipali, Town Hall, 90th AT
battery 2 x 17-pounder AT guns and TRR HQ
tanks pound Corso Umberto I, 23-25 Dec 43

SHC, TRR, RCE: A Coy section
KIA in blown School, 24 Dec 43

SHC-complete, TRR A Sqn, RCE:
Thrust, mouseholing, Fighting

in Piasza San Francesco

(“Dead Horse Square”) including a
German counterattack, 24 Dec 43

LER, TRR, RCE, RCA: “Stone’s Penetration™
followed by thrust to the rubble pile on Corso Fittorio
Emmanuele, A Coy left, D Coy right B Coy thrust on
Corso Garibaldi, 22 Dec 43

SHC, RCE: B Coy protect LER left
flank and are joined by A Coy on
Via Della Pacs; D Coy fhrust along
Via Rapino to

ia Amena,
23 Dec 43

SHC: D Coy along Via Rapino
Evening, battalion tactical

move to Piazza Vittoria, 22 Dec 43
SHC: D Coy, left flank protection
of LER 21 Dec 43

SHC: Battalion-complete
less C and D Coys moves into
Santa Maria di Costantinopoli

21 Dec 43

LER: Thrust up Corso M Bianchi to Piazza Vittoria,
D Coy left, B Coy right, 21 Dec 43

TRR: C Squ in support of LER, 21 Dec 43

RCE: In support of TRR and LER, 21 Dec 43

SHC: C Coy has stiff fight up to and
in Santa Mavia di Costantinopoli
21 Dec 43

LER: Moming attacks, followsd by
infiltration to “Johnson’s House
D Coy left, B Coy right, 21 Dec 43

LER: Evening 20 Dec 43 SHC: Evening, C Coy, 20 Dec 43

Above map is Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand has been modified by the thesis author using
Microsoft PowerPaint.
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Tuesday 28 December 1943i Ted eHadi i Avant i 6do

il was there with a small scout patrol and
and cheering. Andyell, having had some experience in scouting | had a pretty good

idea what the situation was so | advanced at first with considerable caution but within

half a block or thereabouts | began to find civilians. | was certainly surprised to find

themthereah | still dondt know whether they were
from our part of town or where they came from. But they announced jubilantly to me
t h dddes® haavda Mt idud i ng t he night. And they w

surprised to finchim gone in daylight. They cautioned me about booby traps. Oh,

and another wry sidelight on the advantage of a-arglanized defender in street

fightingéone of the fi-spetalicngllt &l man whas
dondt know whatonigook heoe wer e*iot many Ger i

- Lieutenant Alon Johnson, Scoda®on Commander, Loyal Edmonton Regiment.

Weather: A clear, cold day, strong wind from the sea. Good visiBiiity.

Approximate Fighting Strength as of 0600 hours 28eDdwer 1943

Unit Strength KIA WIA MIA

(Officers / (Officers / (Officers / (Officers /

ORs) ORs) ORs) ORS)
HQ 2 CIB 15/ 47 - - -
PPCLI 37 /679 - - -
LER 32 /690 0/1 6/11 -
SHC 37 /706 0/1 0/16 -
RCA 90" AT 6/128 - 0/2 -

Bty
TRR Unknown - 0/1 -
At 0700 hours two Italian civilians rep:«

headquarters that the Germans had left Ortona. Lieut€womel Thomson reported
thenewsto®Canadi an I nfantry Brigaded6s headquar
Companies to feel their way forward slowly beginning at 0800 hours to determine if the
civilians were correctT h e E d d i e s@olonel Jeffarsoer, suspicious also that
thereappe&@d t o be no enemy in front of his tro

patrol to theCastellobefore the Patricias had passed through. With the CBCs Matthew

2Z’BDF L, mi nut es T&écdo0 6 st a h2e7 :11t3a.l ifan avantdd nfeocarn sh Ger man, 0
Aforwardoabt hbabeadnot his context Johnson thinks it me a
22 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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Hal ton in attendance at Jeffersonds headqu
tothe radi o received a message, took his hec:
Jerries are gone oThe pattolsresurnedramynd 0945 hautsto d e a d .
confirm that there was no enemy located in the c&8t®hortly after Jefferson and
Hal ton had been given the radio message, t
Squadron began moving at 0830 hours in order to pass through both the Loyal Eddies
and the Seaforthf8. Ho f f mei st er arr i veesabl900hdursims ono6s |
order to command the brigade from a position where he could be close to the action if it
indeed occurred, and directed aaticraft defences to move into the town; they had to
be prepared should enemy aircraft, now knowing that thetno@pers had left Ortona,
arrive to strafe and/or bomb the Canadi#n§.he Seaf ort hsdé A and B
word to Thomson at approximately 1000 hours that they too had no contact with the
enemy®* Now having had both the Eddies and the Seadartimfirm that the enemy
had departed, Hoffmeister tasked the Patricias and the Three Rivers to pass through the
Eddies and Seaforths and exploit as far forward as poséibie.

Hof f mei sterds prediction about enemy ail
three German FocKé/olfe fighterbombers descended upon Ortona from the direction
of the sea but they were met with the RCAs extremely strong and effectiharardit
fire. The German pilots were able to str a

casualties occurred, and the aircraft released their bombs to the west of Ortona where

29 Halton, Dispatches from the Fronp. 202; ZuehlkeQrtona, p. 349. AJerryo or #AJerr|
nickname for the Germans, named as suchtatieeir invention of jerry cans for gasoline.

30 LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC.

31HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

82 SHC WD 1943/0431 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LACTRR WD, Dec 1943, LACHQ 2 CIB
WD, Dec1943, LAC.

33 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC

3 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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they had no effec® This aircraft attack had not delayed the Patricias and B Squadron,
and they advanced through and forward. Reports came back from both thedaddies
Seaforths around 1100 hours that while the Germans had apparently withdrawn, they
had left behind a great deal of mines and bewéys on the roads and in the buildings
respectively. The supporting engineers were tasked with the laboriousanmsening
task of removing these explosive devices safelyhe Loyal Eddies from A Company
immediately returned to the site of the destroyed building where Lieutenant Edward
ABunnyo All ends platoon | ay entombegd and b
the end of the day they would find no survivdrét 1140 hours the Patricias and B
Squadron were as far north as the cemetery and the coast road having had no contact
with the enemy. A little less than an hour later the Patricias aygyeoximately a
kilometre northwest of the cemetery and were stillafutontact with the Germari®.
At 1210 the Seaf or t hs-forfife, b8ievingthahtyge Germansi e st e d
were infiltrating a fighting patrol into theosso Ciavoccavhenthe Canadians saw a
group of people just on the -ichmostarswerede of
preparing the shoot when A Company cancelled the request as they had confirmed that
the group were actually Italian civilians making their way i@rtona®

The Patricias and B squadron had advanced as far Ricttieriver about two
kilometres northwest of the towhowever due to the Germans having blown all four

bridges across the waterway there was little hope of crossing. The Patiiivistesd

35HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LACLER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943,
LAC.

36 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volumel5256, LAC.

Br own, @A The Rock QCafadiahMilitayHstorys 20ment , 0

38 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

39 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.
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a hasty defence with Lieutenant R.H. Johns
remainder of the squadron returned to link up with its armoured regiment for rest, refit
and maintenanc®. Engineers were tasked to repair one of the bridges to allow a future
crossing, and while they were working they were surprised by a lone German armoured
car appearing suddenly down the road. Although the engineers engaged it with small
arms fire, the arwured car did not return fire and abruptly wheeled about and withdrew.
Later that evening the Patricias sent out a patrol and bumped into two enemy machine
gun positions. The short battle had the Canadians capture one German prisoner of war
who it was léer confirmed came from thé'Battalion of the 1 Parachute Regiment,
proving that the @ Battalions of the '8 and 4" Regiments had completely withdrawn
from the area. Some artillery shelling on
fomBSquadrondés tanks, that being the troop
A. Abbott and Trooper R.J. Wdt.
At approximately 1800 hours six German figHb@mber aircraft returned again to
strafe and bomb the Canadians, and while two bombsdvepped no casualties were
incurred with the exception of one of the German airplanes, shot out of the air by one of
t he RCAibcsft gumst The Germans also shelled the town with indirect fire

occasionally however for the most part the eveningouset 2

40TRR WD, Dec 1943, LACZuehlke,Ortona p. 351.
4 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec1943, LAG TRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
“2HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LACSHC WD 1943/0131 December, R&@4-C-3, Volume 15256, LAC.
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Photo: Royal Canadian Artillery
Gunner Howard Potter takes some

time to conduct some personal

hygiene while his anaircraft
comrades watch the sky above Ortol
for enemy airplanes, January 1944,
This photo was taken from theo w n
north end, looking south along the
western side of Ortorfd.

Although the fighting within Ortona had ended, continued combat actions
occurred just north of the town a¥ Canadian Infantry Division finished its final
operations in the closing daypf December 1943. With the onset of the new year the
division would take some time to rest and recuperatsmararound Ortona while
concurrently putting in a strong effort to
the town safe to live in anelbuilding it physically, politically, socially and
economically. The ending of the battle would also allow for historians in the decades
following to turn their critical, analytical eye on those who had led the Canadians

throughout the fighting within thewn.

43 Zuehlke Battle of Ortonap. 82.
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Chapter 7: Making Sense of the Aftermath

Earlier chapters noted gaps in historical writing on the Battle of Ortona regarding
pre-battlefactorsthat shaped the outcome. There are even greater gaps in understanding
how the battle ended or its consequenakbough a few historians have raised some
questions in that aréalo fully appreciate this urban battle and its legacy it is important
to include Ortonaéd6és civilians who | ived th
winter in the ruins of their community. The evidence suggests that during the battle
encounterdetween Canadian fighting troops and Italian citizens were commonplace.

Then after the battle they lived alongside the Canadian garrison force who used Ortona
as a base for the new front line a few kilometres to the n&titeng relationships were
eventally formed between the Canadians andQhenesj andthere is a neetb
analyze Canadian military leadership and how it has been discussed by historians. Only
then will one be able to fully appreciate all aspects of the Ortona battle.

The Ortonesi

Saverio di Tullio and Zachary Cavasinoés
understanding of how the civilians who had remained in Ortona suffered horribly
throughoutand afterthe battle. Their work is only just beginning to inform Canadian
military historical understanding of what happened there. What follows is an effort to
integrate their findings in the familiar military story. Regardless of wher®ttmnesi
had hidden when it began, their main challenge was finding food and water. Not

knowinghow long the battle might go on, ma@ytonesiran out of both within a day or

1 From all of the resources, CavasirHai visto i Canadesi®s one of the very few who disaipostbattle
Ortona and th©rtonesiin great detail as that was the focus of his thesis. Zuehlke and Gaffen also briefly discussed

postbattl e events and the challenges faced by Ortonads ci
postbattle analysis discussion points, that being whether the battle should have been fought in the first place, is
di scussed in this thesisd conclusion.
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so and were on the brink of starvation by the time the battle én@aine wisely or
unwisely moved to the ground floors of their buildings to scrounge food and water, or
dared to take to the streetearching from hous®-house to find anything to eat or

drink.2 Those who were lucky made it back alive with or without meagre scraps. Many
others were severely wounded or killed, either by Germans who discovered them and
executed them as spies or by being caught in the indiscriminate crossfire and steady
mortar and ell fire emanating from both sides. Examples of the latter were too
frequent. The Tiberio family were struck by an air burst artillery round that landed in
front of their cave just as they were having a meal, killing mother Cristipea8old

Maria, 6year old Vincenzo and-ylear old Antonio, leaving father Francesco and 3
month old baby Mario to survive. Another family that had ventured up to the ground
floor of their home near the church®anta Maria di Constantinopdist their Qyear

old son ad 6-year old daughter killed when artillery shrapnel pierced the front window
and killed them where they sat and stood respectively. Their parents covered the bodies
and took their two other children to safety, returning several days later to put the
mutilated bodies of the two killed children into a crude coffin and gave them bukial.
soldier from the Saskatoon Light Infantry stumbled upon an Italian family in a house,
where he found two of the children killed in their high chairs who had been dead fo

some time. The mother was with them, wailing, while the father and other men were

2 CavasinHai visto i Canadesi?. 19.

SAAnarchy and disruption areiddliyanfti waiorhiag s edch rhe olms te
doctr i nal Opgenatiodsintha Urhbao Envirdnmend p. 53. It no doubt occurred
the brink of starvation would risk their lives in search of food and water.

4 Di Tullio, 1943: The Road to Ortona. 80. Sadly, baby Mario Tiberio would pass away two years later
from illness, leaving father Francesco with no family whatsoever.
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huddled aroundoing little® In Ortona moving above ground or out onto the streets to
find food and water was mothanless likely met with overwhelming tragedy.

WhenCanadian soldiers encountered @ronesiin the buildings, basements, and
cellars there was usually an initial surprise for both parties that usually passed once the
civilians realized that the Canadians meant no harm. Most of the Canadians appreciated
the hardships the civilians were going through and, if they could help them in some way,
they did by giving them whatever rations, water or medical supplies that they had on
their persorf. Some Canadians provided direct medical aid to wounded civilians. Ten
year old Tommaso Cespa remembered Canadian soldiers helped his father who was
wounded by shrapnélThe CBCodés Matt hew Halton recalle
soldiers discovering aregnant woman in labour under a pile of rubble after a heavy
German artillery bombardment. A Seaforth sergeant helped deliver the baby, and
mercifully both mother and child survivEdNear the port one Canadian soldier
discovered a father with both kegompletely severed from his body, his two sons crying
beside him; the soldier gave the dying man morphine and then carried him to an aid
station where he was transported to a hospital and died during surgery.

Given that they had very little, son@tones still offered the Canadians whatever
they could. The Seaforthsd Captain June Th
woman popped her head out of a cellar, beckoned him to follow her down the stairs, and
Thomas carefully descended into a caslilleoom where he was given a very hot cup of

tea while a small group of sauesyed children watched. Thomas appreciated the

5 Cook, The Necessary Wapp. 411412,

6 Di Tullio, 1943: The Road to Ortona. 82.

7 CavasinHai visto i Canadesi®. 37.

8 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 350. The mother allegedly told her rescuers that the middle name of her son would be
Canadese t he | talian word for fACanadi an. 0
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quietness for a moment, but then hurriedly drank the tea, returned upstairs, closed the
cellar door and returned to the waBritish war correspondent Christopher Buckley had
made his way into Ortona to observe and write about the batlleomposed a lengthy
passage about encounters between the Canadians @xddhesiin between the fire of
battle in his postvar bookRoad to Rome

i éFrom the town came intermittent smatims fire, but now and then the battle
would fall strangely silent for no immediately obvious reason. | am not sure that this
sudden and inhuman hush is not the mostiasgiring thing about a battlefieldt
is like the passing of the angel of death.

| accompanied a Canadian patrol into the town, stealthily, in the careful precision
of some macabre ballet, in single file and at vgpthced intervals down the street,
taking full advantage of the coveif@ded by the doorways of the houses. At each
transverse road we quickened our step and darted rapidly across.

One doorway would conceal a Canadian soldier; from the next an old man or a
child would tentatively emerge; then another soldier; anchso® one point where
a ruined house left a clear field of fire for an enemy sniper, | noted how the Canadians,
lithe as panthers, darted past this spot.

An old woman emerged from a house. On some business of heir basven
knows what!i she electe to follow us down the street. One could see her imitating,
almost parodying, the motions of the soldiers. Then at the gap she gathered up her
skirts and scuttled across the tumbled masonry. In less tragic circumstances her
ungainly motions might haveempted laughter, but in shattered Ortona, among the
corpses and the machine guns, their very grotesquerie suggested the horror of a dance
of death.

Outside a church lay a German soldier, sprawled in the horrible convulsion of
death. A packet of pasirds had fallen from the pocket of his tunic and lay scattered
in the roadway. Each card was smeared and dabbed with fresh blood. The portrait
on every card was Hitlerbs.

What strikes one so forcibly about the entry of troops into a hostile itire
extraordinarily melodramatic character of the scene. Thelsttmleted Canadians,
bayonets fixed, looked much more like the Hollywood version of war than the real
thing. As for the bloodstained postcards of the Fuhreould any novelist dare
indulge in symbolism so ponderous?

We learned a great deal about stfegiting in Ortona. We learned that the
attackers, even when they possess considerably superiority of firepower, are likely to
suffer losses more severe than those of the defendewery house may be a
deathtrap, every street corner an ambush. As the Germans withdrew, they left each
building mined. The mine was touched off with a connecting wire when troops of
our leading sections were estimated to have entered the buildirgrefihement of
war serves a double purpose. It renders the occupation of each separate house a
hazardous and probably costly business. And thlaps# of more and more
buildings renders the whole town a ghastly inferno of rubble that, when the defende

9 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 288289.
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are finally driven out, inevitably delays the vehicles which might be employed to
speed the pursuit.

A quick, undignified scuttle across a street brought me to our most forward
position. | dived through a doorway and down a couple of steps and foyself in
a strange clutter of humanity: five or six Canadian soldiers, old men and women and
children innumerable. A painter of geniu§oya, perhapé might have done justice
to the scene. No verbal description could. In the-delkened room thpasta for
the midday meal was simmering over the fire. Haggard and premahgedy
women kept emerging shyly one after another from some inner chamber where an
old man, the grandfather of the numerous children, was dying; he had been hit by a
shell spinter.

Another old man uttered maledictions against Mussolini while his wife produced
Marsala and half a dozen glasses and moved among the soldiers, filling and refilling
the glasses. Marsala in the front line; how crazy it all was! (Good Marsaja, to
The children clambered around the soldiers and clutched at them convulsively every
time one of our antiank guns fired. Soon each of us had a terrified child in his arms.
And the old lady went on distributing Marsala.

Out of that medley of huam beings, flung together for a half hour, there
developed a singular sense of fellowship. If you want to find Christianity and human
brotherhood, take a jeep and drive as far as you can toward the front line of any war
(you will always find a war somewha.

In the houses of Ortona, which they had been shelling for days, our soldiers were
as welcome as if each was a new Messiah, bringing peace and security. And the
sol diers, when they had a few minutesodo re
distributingtheir rations among the civilians and in comforting the children.

The firing increased in intensity, as though each side sought a final decision before
the gray winter evening closed down. The smell of cordite penetrated ever more
strongly into the bmely little room where onions hung from the ceiling and a vividly
imaginative picture on the wall showed Italian soldiers galloping into battle,
brandishing sabres and mounted on smdvite chargers.

That was Ortona. It might be any town throughahittroops must fight their way.
The details may change, but ¥Yhat crowded | i

The stories are too numerous to tell in this study, yet it is important to include
some as they characterize the Canadian urban battle experfamaber woman and
her son were wounded by small arms fire in a bakery when they were forced to make
bread for the Germans. A man was wounded by artillery shrapnel while he carried a
bucket of wine that he had found in a ruined cellar. A woman was sthdédstirher arm
while she carried her baby down the street. A pregnant woman due to give birth had to

be restrained by her family and friends in a subterranean room when she went mad and

®Re ader 6Fhe Canaglians at War 1939/45, Volumeg. 369370.
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wanted to return abowgroundto go home to have her baby. Anothesman did give

birth in a warehouse by the tunnel / port facilities, where a few hours later an artillery
round flung the baby into the tunnel where he was found hours later, amazingly alive.
German and Canadian small arms, tank-t@mik and artillery shllfire killed dozens, if

not hundreds oDrtonesi On the last day of the fighting, the Germans forced a group of
Italian men to carry out their wounded soldiers on stretchers.

After the battle ended and the clegm of the town bean, hundreds of civilian
corpsesvere uncovered oveseveral months. The exact number of civilian deaths and
their datess challenging to clarify A final list of 1,314 namg&was producediowever
this may include deaths that occurred frOmonesiaccicentally triggering unexploded
ordnance or becoming victims of German artillery fire weeks or even months after the
battle and well into the late Spring of 1944 when the Allies finally pushed north far
enough to have Ortona out of Gernaatillery fire range !> Taken together, these stories
reveal how the story of the Canadian and German street fighting in Ortona did not occur
in a vacuum. Italians were almost invariably nearby in every encounter.

The Canadians Take Stock

On 29 December 1943 the Loyaldiels and the Seaforths held muster parades to
verify numbers, reorganize the rifle companies and integrate reinforcements to rebuild
companies?3 For the fighting from 2@7 December 1943 the Edmontons lost 109

members wounded and 63 killed. The Seafdadks62 wounded and 41 killéd.The

11 Di Tullio, 1943: The Road to Ortonap. 98103; Roy,The Seaforth Highlanderp. 272.

12 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 375. Also, video footage of titonesireturning to the town podtatle, including an
elderly gentleman slowly walking down the destroyta Rapinofrom minutes 6:50 to 7:13 can be found in the
Canadi an Army Newsreelds fAiBattle of Ortonad | ocated

13 LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC.

“Brown, fAThe Rock QGCafadighdilitayrHstoiys 20ment , 0
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Three Rivers Regiment lost another four men killed and 20 wounded. They had lost only
threeSherman tanks in totaivhich given the ferocity of the battle demonstrated
impressive infantrstank cooperatiof?

Although German records in particular for tit&FhallschirmjagerDivision were
never recovered, daily casualty reports df 20r my 6 s L XXVI Coforps repo
the nine days of fighting \andaround Ortona from 2@8 December 1943 the
paratrooper division lost 68 killed, 159 wounded, 205 missing, and 23 sick for a total of
455 casualtie& This figure was for the entire division though, which includesl th
fighting not only within Ortona againstf@Canadian Infantry Brigade but also agairtst 1
Canadian Infantry Brigade west of the town. It is also worth noting that German
casualty records do not include lightly wounded soldiers who can recover indorwar
dressing stations which skews the casualty comparisons. Like any professional army the
Germans tried to recover their dead, but as the frontlines in urban warfare place
combatants frequently on the other side of a wall, and given the high level of close
guarter violence it was sometimes impossible for them to bring their comrades back to
the rear echelon areas. The Canadians counted over 100 unburied German dead in the
buildings and streets, confirming that many of the missing Germans were killed. In a
telephone conversation on 29 December 1943 the Gernflafh 0Omy 6 s chi ef of
General Fritz Wentzell mentioned to a subordinate that all oftir@llschirmjager

Di visionb6s battal i etesgth{@2ase soldiersy/ rConsidering o mp any

STRR WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

16 Canadian Army Headquarters Historical Section (GR8&port No. 18, The Campaign in Southern Italy
(September December 1943p. 69, para. 170.

17 1bid., p. 69, para. 170.
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the fact that a battalion can be anywhere from 500 to 1,200 personnel, those loss
numbers were very substantial.

The War Goes On

Battles with definitive end dates dotrreflect Second World War reality."®
Canadian I nfantry Brigadeds war continued
new positions northward. On 29 December Hoffmeister directed the Patricias to
aggressively patrol and press northwest of thetoBy 0900 hours the engineers
finished building a bridge across tR&cciori ver so t hat the Three R
Squadron could cross in support. Patricia patrols encountered two enemy machinegun
nests in the late morning, and a ta@mpany attdcwas put in at 1400 hours alongside
an attack about an hour earlierByGanadi an I nfantry Brigadeos
Regiment towards Point 59 along the coast. While the Patricias had found no enemy the
Carleton and Yorks had a difficult time of it 2000 hours Hoffmeister told the
Patricias that they would be relieved ByQanadi an I nfantry Brigad:é
Scotia Regiment the next day, 30 December 1943, at 1000 hours so that they could
return to Ortona, joining the Loyal Eddies and Seaforths in order to establish a brigade
sized defensive position in the tow.

On 3 December the Loyal Eddies, those in particular from A Company, and their
supporting infantry pioneers and engineers removed chunks and slabs of rubble from the
building close to th€attedrale San Tomass$imat had been dropped on Lieutenant
Edwar d oiBunnaynds pl atoon three days before

entombed. As bodies were found they were dug out and carefully placed to the side for

8 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.
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repatriation. There Corporal J.H. Johnman and Private R.J. Williams heard sounds
coming from tke rubble. They discovered LanCerporal Roy Boyd had survived the
explosion and building collapse and had remained underneath for thre'é Altigs.

driving a pipe into the rubble in order to give Boyd fresh air, a small group of Loyal
Eddies withtheir medics began frantically but carefully digging Boyd out. He was then
carefully placed on a stretcher and carried to the battalion aid station. He was the only
one of the 19 to survive; when asked later what the experience of being saved was like,

Boyd replied Alt is | i*Teerecoveny wagcagtueedih f r om

some dramatic photographs from the battle.

Photos: The rescue of LanGerporal Roy Boyd!
On 31 December 1943 Hoffmeister held a brigade orders group where he passed

the word that the brigade would use Ortona as a rest area for about a month. There they

19 Dancocks;The DDay Dodgersp. 179. See Chapter 6, p. 153, footnote 17.

20 Christie,Hard-Won Victory p. 39.

21 Whitcombe and GilmouiThe Pictorial History of Canada's Army Overseas 19985 p. 111; Zuehlke,
Ortona, p. 351 (narrative)yvhitcombe and GilmouiThe Pictorial History of Canada's Army Overseas 13385
pp- 110111 (photos top left and bottom righ§anada At Warwww.canadaatwar.ca (websi{ghotos top centre, top
right and bottom left).
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would have time to rgroup, reequip, resupply, train with and integrate new
reinforcemerg and assist in cleaning up the toftnwith the weather worsening, all of
the troops began looking for shelter and to improve their living conditions. The benefits
of sleeping in partially intact buildings protected from inclement weatheeaehy
artillery outweighed sleeping in slit trenches where both rain/sleet/snow and artillery fire
have a depressing effemh morale Some buildings in Ortona had survived so the
troops made the best of it. Most acquired furniture from other buildmgsler to
make living conditions more comfortalffe Unfortunately, that also included some
taking advantage of the empty homes to loot and steal valuables from the previous
homeowners. While some soldiers respected private property, others beleviedd,
liquor and clothing were fair game and the spoils of war. Others took high value items
and sent them home in mail packa@eFhis pilfering undoubtedly contributed to the
hard winter for theértonesieven as the Canadians helped in other ways

During the first two weeks of January 1944 the three battalions and their
supporting engineers conducted patrols to ensure the town was free of any enemy and
explosive devices. They also began clearing the streets of the tremendous amount of
rubble, searhing for survivors and to remove the many corpses buried underneath all of
the destruction for the sake of public and military health. Ortona thus began its return to

a semblance of order while the war continued a short distance to thé®north.

2 HQ 2 CIB WD, Dec 1943, LAC.

23 CavasinHai visto i Canade§, p. 53.

24 CavasinHai visto i Canade$, p. 36; ZuehlkeQrtona, pp. 356351.

25 During the cleanup some Seaforths ventured into the railway tunnel at the north end of the town, where they

found a small Christmas tree | eft behind bycatnhbe Getranyan s

to put mistletoe on for you buThe @eaforth Hightasd&re 272.t hot f or
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Photo Canadian soldiers and
Italian civilians walk througlan
Ortonastreetchoked with rubble

after the battl&®

The Loyal Eddies medical officer, Captain T.H. Grainer, was particularly active as
he supervised the cleaning of billets, ghenping out of polluted water wells, the
clearance of the streets and inoculations against disease and other sanitary precautions.
1Canadian Infantry Divisionés Auxiliary Se
a building onCorso Umberto.l Bath/shower parades and films became a daily
feature?” So were the burial partie\lthough the Canadians always took care of their
own and civilian dead by ensuring that the bodies were treated carefully and returned to
the rear echelon areas for repatriation, the bitter fighting and the loss of so many good
friends in such a short, violentOpretei od of

later:

AWhen it was all over | was detailed to cle
all our own dead all right but when it came to the Jerries (Germans) we made a half

hearted attempt to dig graves. But the weather was cold and the grasifichzen,

so to Hell with it. We gathered them all up and heaved them down a well and heaved

a hand grenade down with® ¢ hem. A real Viki

26 Laurier Centre for Military, Strategic and Disarmament Studiaitle of Ortona Blog 25 December,
Part 11l of lll," http://canadianmilitaryhistory.ca/battleofortofdog-25-decembepartiii -of-iii/, accessed 25
December 2011.

27 StevensA City at War p. 282.

28 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 271.

174



Canadian dead were put in temporary graves until the harsh weather subsided, and then

they were bried in larger, more official cemeteries with the various units conducting

more formal memorial services during the warmer months.

Photo (left): Soldiers from the Loyal Edmonton Regiment conduct a memorial serticedor their
comrades killed in action iand-around Ortonat a cemetery near the towd8 February 194%.
Photo (right): The ceremony dedicating the Canadian Memorial Cemetery at Ortona, 16 Apifi 1944.

When the Seaforths had laid their friettdsest, an officer from the Canadian
Scottish Regiment, which like the Seaforths also hailed from British Columbia, attended
the ceremony and afterwards stated fl can
sadness at the bur i sanallevetpateh othiglédraundaimve hel d
the Adriatic and the lament fading slowly over the water emphasized the finality of it
al3 . o

The dead and the physically wounded were not the only casualties. Battle
exhaustiori now referred to as Pe$raumatc Stress Disorddr was extremely high for
15t Canadian Infantry Division throughout December 1943. The previous September the
division had counted 178 casualties and 1,500 sick; in October 800 casualties and 2,600
sick. December losses came to an astonishing 2,400 casualties and 1,806&ick.

Canadians were diagnosed with battle exhaustion during and after the Ortona

®Brown, f@dThe Rock QCafadiahMilitayHstoys 23ment , 0

30Whitcombeand GilmourThe Pi ctorial History elP4aggdadadads Ar my Ov
31 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderpp. 271272.

32 McAndrewand Global;The Italian Campaignp. 83.
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campaign®® The intensity of the violence, the continued tension of not knowing where

the enemy was, the unremitting artillery and mortar fire, lack of sleep, poor food and

little access to water, the horribly cold and wet weather, not only in Ortona but all

around iti theMoro river and The Gully fighting to the southeast, the continued

pressure to isolate Ortona by moving up its west side, involving all three brigades of the

di vision took a psychological toll on Can
military psychiatrist, treated 350 cases of battle exhaustion in orevéek period in

December, another 237 the following wéélEortunately, medicgbersonnel were

much more aware of battle exhaustionds exi
accordingly. Medical Officer Captain John Heller, from Toronto, had been with The

Royal Canadian Regiment since Sicily all the way up to Ortona and he hattihal=

long, uninterrupted sleep in safer conditions with warm food and drink afterwards

usually put most men back in the mood to rejoin their comrades at the front, some of

them anxiously. He found it remarkable that most men recovered and only &escant

would need further treatment far in the rear afeéa&hether or not they fully recovered

is a matter of debate.

33 Terry Copp and Bill McAndrewBattle ExhaustionSoldiers and Psychiatrists in the Canadian Army,
19391945(Montreal: McGilQueendés Uni versity Press, 1990), p. 56.

3 McAndrew and GlobalThe Italian Campaignp. 83.

35 Granatstein and HillmeBattle Linespp. 312313.
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Despite the lull in action along the Adriatic section of the Gustav Line after Ortona, in

early January 1944 the Germans occasionally reminded the Canadighsyhaére

Defense Plan of ORTONA

still at war by shelling the town with
long-range heavy artillers? Mother
Nature also provided high winds,
heavy rain and snowfall. 2"
Canadian Infantry Brigade laid out

its defensive positions within Ortona

as a defensive base behind th

winter front line near thRiccio

river. The Loyal Eddies held
Ortonads New Town: C
the far south end, A Company west

and D Company east of ti@orso

M. Bianchj and B Company Hand

Photo: A hanetrawn sketch of the"2Canadian . )
Infantry Brigadeds bat aroundthe easternside of thmzza

Ortona posbattle3®
Vittoria. TheSeaforths held the

west side: D Company 4andaround Dead Horse Square, and A, C and B Companies

36 |t was noticed that the Geans would definitely and without fail shell the town with artillery fire whenever
the Seaforths practiced playing their bagpipes in the streets or during unit parades. Bavasty i Canade$i p.
49.
37 StevensA City at War p. 282.
38 This particularly accurate and very good hahd awn sketch was |l ocated in the |1
war diary folder at Library and Archives Canada, and was a pleasant surprise to discover as | had not seen it in any of
the resources | used for the writiofithis thesis. North is at the tajght corner of the sketch. If you look carefully at
the Loyal Eddi esdé company positions in particular, you
platoons within each company location and has alarked the left and right arcs of observation and fire for each
platoon with red arrows. Photo of the sketch by thesis author. LER WD 1944@206, R&24-C-3, Volume
15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC.
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clockwise in a triangle formation northwest\i Monte Maiellaand southwest dfia
Roma The Patricia spread out in the northeastern part of Old Town: A Company in
andaroundPiazza Municipali C Company irPiazza San TomassB Company in the
Castellg and D Company at the cemeteBach of the infantry battalions took
responsibility for a certain ption of the cleasup in response to BritisH"8rmy

directions that the Canadians turn Ortona into a leave centre for British and
Commonwealth soldierd. With all Commonwealtidivisions now settling into a Great
War-style of static trench warfare along iBestaviLine, soldiers needed routine
opportunities for warm billets, hot meals, a movie or a canteen visit. Unfortunately, the
rest and recuperation period only lasted utillanuary 1944, whefRCanadian

Infantry Brigade took its first turn back on the line to support a small diversion assault
by the newly arrived M Canadian Infantry Brigade againstHallschirmjager

Division again®® For the next three monthstilrApril 1944 2'¥ Canadian Infantry

Brigade units rotatébetween the front line and the dryer, warmer rear base at Ortona

Photo: Another vergccurate andvell-
drawn sketctwhich was located in the
; e N Loyal Ed d i veasdéary folder at AC and
citi = <] sl anothempleasant surprise to discover as
S \ ! had not seen it in any of the resources
= 75N Y& T used for the writing of this thesisther
E : 7N North is at the righsideof the sketch.A
handwritten note on the back of the sketc
states NCoy Posns
RegtOrbna Jan 44. 0
point during the rest and recuperation
period that the Loyal Eddies had rotatec
into the area of thPiazza San Tomassas
the companiesé pl a
as red squares in various buildirtgs.

%9 CavasinHai visto i Canade$, p. 43.
40 StevensA City at War p. 282.
41 LER WD 1943/091944/06, RG24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAC.
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Although the Canadians had inflicted much civilian deaths and property
destruction in December, they redeemed themselves ©rtbresiduring the
remaining winter months. From January to April 1944 Canadian troops provided food,
water, shelter, livestécand medical aid to locals in greater quantitie$hey provided
physical assistance to the elderly in walking through the rubbled sttesitied Civil
Affairs officers arranged to pay tl@rtonesito remove the rubble both assisting with the
clean up and jumgstarting the economff. Engineers from 10Field Squadron and the
Loyal Eddi esd6 pioneers helped dispose of wu
bombs and boobtraps so they would not initiate. Engineers also inspected buildings to
ensure that they were sturdy enough for civilians to infialoi®o many civilians had
died already from collapsing buildings during and immediately after the battle and both
the Canadians and the Italians wanted that to“Stbfedical personnel from"sField
Ambulance set up a special aid station for civiliamg] No. 2 Canadian Field Hygiene
Section and senior officers carried out inoculations, provided clean water and inspected
buildings for health hazards to prevent dis¢8<@rtonesiwere compensated financially
for any damage done to their homesifa®a di an uni t s commandi ng
the damage was done by his tro6p€ases of charity and exchange are well recorded.
For example, Antonio di Cesare helped the armoured soldierslieirhree Rivers
Regiment remove the mud off of the tkamf the Shermans in exchange for food which

kept his family, forced to |Iive in another

42 CavasinHai visto i Canade§, pp. 8285. For several weeks Canadian troops were directed not to
purchase or take local foods from ltalians so thatiatter had enough to eat for themselves and would prevent the
Allied Military Government of the Occupied Territories (AMGOT) from having to import more food.

4 |bid., pp. 4546.

4 |bid., p. 86 See also the photo on 29l footnote 26.

45 |bid., pp. 5354 and pp. 6®5.

46 |bid., p. 56 and pp. 6B8.

47 |bid., p. 56.
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winter*® Soldiers willingly gave chocolate and candy to children, volunteered to cut

down trees for firewood and helpeduéd schools’® An Allied Military Government

of the Occupied Territories (AMGOT) team arrived to install a temporary governmental
structure in order to ensure the removal of Fascist law and install a semblance of

political, financial and social ordesnd provide supplies, relief and maintenance for

destitute civilians® 1Canadi an Provost Companyds milii-t
took over traffic control, enforced curfews, verified travel passes, arrested both

Canadians and lItalians for looting, detained Fascistsientablywhen it comes to
Canadianspoliced drunken Canadian soldiers. Thastellobecame a good detention

centre for the unruly*

All these norcombat activities fostered an amicable friendship between the
Canadians and the Italians of the town from January to April 1944. Soon Canadians
avoidal military rations and ate horm®oked meals provided by gratefitonesi
Many learned the Italian language from the locals and attended social events and
religious services and/or playing games such as chess and bingo with the towriépeople.
Ortonesiwere also paid for tailoring, shoe shining, barbering, laundry services, and as
waiters at military dinners, further adding to economic activity and theroilitary

relationship>® Although the Germans had destroyed @adtedrale San Tomassthe

48 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 358.
49 CavasinHai visto i Canade$, pp. 9397.
50 Apparently the AMGOT officers had aerial photos of Ortona that were of higher quality than what the
fighting troops had been issued, which in turn upset the Seaforths Lieu@olanel Thomson in particular. Roy,
The Seaforth Highlanderp. 271. For aextremely welwritten article on the AMGOT unit and its importance, see
Cindy Browndéds ATo Bury Th €anddeaaMilitag RigtoryMolume 22eNumbei3e Li vi ng,
(Waterloo: Laurier Centre for Military Strategic and Disarmament Studie8)200. 3548.
51 CavasinHai visto i Canade$, pp. 7282.
52 |bid., pp. 9899.
53 |bid., pp. 109113.
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paish priest allowed Canadian soldiers to see its relics that were not usually viewed by
the public®*

By the time 1 Canadian Division departed the sector in Apfill944, Ortona had
become more than just the infamous December urban
battlefield. The rebuilding effort there and the friendships

created between the Canadians anddtienesicreated a

lasting impression that would endure for several decades
afterwards. Regular, locally attended memorial services
at the nearbyoro River Commonwealth War Cemetery,

the installation of a dozen commemorative sites at critical

Photo: With the destroyec |gcations of the bi#le, the opening of the Museum of the
Cattedrale San Tomasss

La?isi priséS? [t)o; éie?rg di Battle of Ortona and the 2019 renaming of the square
Filvio meets with and
presentsublic Affairs which holds the Price of Peace monumerRiazza
Officer Major C.W.
Gilchrist and chaplain
Captain A.J. Barker a piect
of symbolic wood in order
to demonstrate the strong presence prevails stronger than anger over wartime
relationship between the

Canadians andthe  destructbn and loss®
Ortonesi®

Canada indicate how a positive memory of the Canadian

Reflecting onLeadership Amid Chaos

As Canadian troops and Ortonads citizen:
together, it also came time to take stock of how the battle was managed from a
leadership perspective.eior military leaders find it difficult to understand the battle

rhythm ofurbancombat. The @limensional battlefieldmid dense blocks of buildings

5 lbid., p. 105.

55 CavasinHai visto i Canadesi?®. 105 (narrative); Zuehlk®&attle of Ortonap. 73 (photo).The reader
may wish to review the destroyed cathedrahm painting and photo in Chapter 5188, footnotes 36 to 38.

56 Zuehlke Battle of Ortonap. 90.
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reduce effectiveadio and voice communications leaving military leaders often in partial
darkness abouhe progress of operations. Ortona revealed how urban operations

required specific standard operating procedures to maintain enough situational
awareness to make sound decisions and exer
outcome. Also, senior miaity leaders will have to locate themselves forward enough to

have an influence on the battle while not being so far forward that they will become
casualties. While this is true for any battle in all environments, it becomes particularly

and considerably ore risky in urban operations when commanders position themselves

in places where the enemy can infiltrate into and appear out of nowhere, and/or remain
relatively welthidden and within weapons range of friendly forces. That balance of
Abeing fwglwabuwt em@t t hat far forwardo must
commanders but in urban operations the challenge is greater.

There is a debate among historians over Canadian military leadership effectiveness
and forward command at Ortona. As this thesis facose?? Canadian Infantry
Brigadeds batQaneada arne vliinefwa notfr yI Di-Gehesal on 0 s
Chris Vokes is beyond the purview of this
leadership and his decisionaking throughout the Ortonaragaign abound’ More
importantly,2"Canadi an | nfcammandgrBriBadier@ertchm 6 s

Hoffmeister shows up frequently in this thesis in his rbattle trips into town and his

57 Uponreviewing the evidence some historians are inclined to condemn Vokes and how he handled t
division throughout the Italian campaign generally and the Ortona campaign in particular. Chap2érfbptnote
32discusses Breretdr e e nhous & ar t HavelBeen BetteMo Bypass Qrtona Completely...?' A

Canadian Christmas, 1993 and hi s very negat iQrtenaisvery evitical aof Vokes lalsos . Zuehl
and Bercuson iMaple Leaf Againstthe Axssu bt | 'y si des wi t h TésGeremrlbloesnst. Granat s
discuss Vokes in a specific chapter but does mention him, his personality traits, and who liked and disliked him

frequently throughout the work. One of theTnadbyy few wh

Fire: Major-General Christopher Vokes at the Battles of the Moro River and Ortona, Decemberdl94&i t h a
summary of CaacnsdnChapterq,pLoatnotedh
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discussions with superior and subordinate leaders. According to his biographer,
Hoffmeister was the right commander for this job:

Alt is difficult thawithoodlgfimeisteer. itisepoBsibiet | e of C
to say whether it would have ground to a successful conclusion without him, but it is

clear that he thought hard about the morale of his troops and he did everything he

could to keep them fighting. Mostly, that amt being seen and sharing risks. There

was not a whole lot else he could do for them. With the broken terrain of the town,

with the roomto-room nature of the battle, with his ability to mass firepower

rendered almost useless, with the Desert Air Fgreanded because of bad weather;

he could not do much to help thénexcept be seen. When soldiers see the boss,

they can at least feel they are not alone or unappreciated or dying for nothing. And

Hof fmei sterds s&idiers kept fighting. o

* k k% %

AiCol . Jefferson (commanding the Edmontons)
day. At the first Orders Group he laid out plans to get to Pescara. The next day the

objective was to take Ortona. The third day we had to reach a line midway through

Ortora. After that for more than a week he would start off the Orders Group by
saying, OWell, we will see what we can do t

- Howard Mitchell, Saskatoon Light Infantry (Machine Gah)
The case of Loyal Edmonton Regiment leadership is morerdonis. Lieutenant
Colonel James (Jim) Jefferson remains an enigma largely because he is only rarely and
briefly mentioned. Those occasional references demonstrate routine command functions
such as the example above. Jefferson later rose to the rBnigadier and led 10
Canadian Infantry Brigade in the Northwestern European theatre of the war. He won the
Di stinguished Service Order for the Loyal

Sicily, but reportedly came across as shy and reséPvdd. later won the respect of'4

%8 Delaneyi When Leader s hi fntreRie\dribryp. At t er ed

59 Howard Mitchell, My War: With the Saskatoon Light Infantry (M.G.), 1935(Rosetown Publishing,
n.d.), p. 89, as quoted in McAndrew and Glolnadians and the Italian Campaigm 79.

60 Zuehlke,Ortona, p. 167.
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Canadi an Ar mo ur-lkndwnBommander on 0 s
Major-Gener al Harry Foster, who
envious of Jefferson. A steady, plodding, fearless sort of

militia officer without much sense of humour or

imagination Jeff had had one hell of a war in Italy and
experienced the thrill of commanding his own regiment

in battl e. Somet hi fg that |

Historian Shaun Brown very briefly mentioned that

Photo:
LCol James Curry Jefferson, o _ o
Commanding Officer, Jefferson insisted that the companies take their time

Loyal Edmonton Regimefit

planning platoorsize operations against one or two

houses in order to avoid being sucked downGbeso Vittorio Emmanueland into the
Piazza Municipd, subtly stating that Jefferson, like any good commander, did not want
to rush the attack and | ose hi%Othserdghardi er s i
these short compliments, Jefferson remains, a®ftes stated of a soldier who blends
int o the background and quietly does his/ he
Canadian military history.

Il n contrast Jeffersonds subordinate Maj
commanded D Company throughout Ortona stood out amongst both his subordinates

and historians. His nickname was a result of a number of factors. He was physically

61 Tony FosterMeeting of General€Toronto: Methuen Publishing, 1986. 384.

62 When searchingp include a photo of Lieutenafolonel Jefferson in this thesis, | could mafortunately
find a photo of him in any of the resources used. Naturally, | went to the internet and typed his name into the various
search engines, and found no photos of him whatsoever,
photos of the Brigaér James Curry Jeffersémmouryin Edmonton, Alberta, the building the Loyal Eddies call
home. Even the LER website does not have a photo of him. After close to thirty minutes of internet searching |
finally found the somewhat blurry photdvoveon an dscure website about General Officers from the Second World
War: http://www.generals.dk/general/Jefferson/James_Curry/Canada.html

8Br own, f@dAThe Rock QCafadiaAMiltaoyrhistbry, s bément , 0
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Imposing, quite tall @6-foot-5-inches and well

built in stature. He was also, by many accounts, an

effective leader as well as outspoken and

opinionated. He joined the Loyal Eddies as a
Private in 1939 and within five years became the
battal i on 0 efficer m @atoben 1IP44n g

He had commanded D Company since the

Photo:

Maj or James fBi battaliondos landing in Sici

Officer Commanding D Company,
Loyal Edmonton Regiment demonstrated the ability to lead men unfitex®*
This photo of Stone was taken wher
he was a Lieutenar@@olonel and the
commanding officer of @ Battalion,
Princess Patrici o i .
Infantry, during the Korean War ~ Ortona and later earned two Distinguished Service
(19501953) where he commanded
that battalion during the battle of  Qrders (050) in Italy andhe Netherlands. As his
Kapoyong
24-25 April 195156

He won the Military Cross for his actions in

second DSO citation stated:

ifiThere were many instances Idohandowherd o ut t he
LieutenattCo |l on el Stonebs personal |l eader ship wa
success of battle. His initiative and courage are unsurpassed. He was highly regarded
throughout the whole of thé'Canadian Division as a keen, capable emarageous
commarder . o

Major-Ge ner al George Brown, atankpladoont enant i r

during the battle, commented:

iStone was an exceptional | eader. He t ook
He controlled his men in batttyy his voice or by radio when possible, but most often

by voice. He watched them, directed them, getting them on. He was a tremendous
examng)le of how a good leader with good control could inspire the confidence of his

me . 0

64 William JohnstonA War of Patrols: Canadian Army Operations in Ko(®&@ancouver: UBC Press, 2003),
p.30 Zuehl ke makes many r ef er e nOrermontpp 16, B42gnd 285m0 St oned s
85 William JohnstonA War of Patrols: Canadian Army Operations in Kof®ancouver UBC Press, 2003
p. 30.
66 JohnstonA War ofPatrols p. 97107 (narrative)Granatsteirand Hillmer,Battle Lines group of photos
after p. 314photo).
Br own, @A The Rock QCafadiakMiitayHstoys 22ment , o
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However b afdearmed hlsinickdansgue tohis willingness to offer blunt
opinions, sometimes regardleggank. This included negative opinions and rather
undiplomatic comment®wards Lieutenan€olonel Jefferson both during and after the
war . Stoneds own testimony indicates that
very well, or that Stone just didbhlike Jefferson and the decisions he made. Stone
gave multiple examples of his dislike for Jefferson in an interview with Fred Gaffen, the
first occurring during the initial breaik into New Town?® However, Stone also
comment ed ab o ganmumicasion skillptleraughout tide dattle and
Jeffersonds indirect fire shoot on 27 Dece

iAs | was a company commander constantly i
town defences being outflanked byRrigade. | seldom heard of the pregs of the

Seaforths, being separated from them by a block of buildings. No briefings came

from battalion headquarters and we fought our daily battles quite unsupported except

for a tremendous-Bich mortar shoot on the town cemetery which wreaked havoc

among the dead of the past centuries but had little effect on the very much alive

enemy. o
In giving his recommendations about what he learned from the Ortona battle,

Stone commented:

iThe foregoing obser vcanmaraer, batting iethestieeta r i f | e
with no supporting instructions from higher authority. | knew what the troops of my

regiment were doing to my front; | knew nothing of what was going on at battalion,

brigade or divisional level. | learned and nevegfort t he requirement to
(orderg groups regularly if only to keep junior commanders informed and let them

know their places in the overall fighting plan. Perhaps if | had known the extent of

the whole action | would not have felt that | and thbeotforward company

commanders were ceaselessly battering our heads against an apparently immoveable
object and thai we were alone. 0

68 Gaffen,Ortona: Christmas 1943. 37 See Chaptes, p. 63, footnote27.

89 LER WD 1943/091944/06, R&24-C-3, Volume 15114, 28 Dec 1943, LAGee Chaptes, p.152
footnote 4.

70 Gaffen,Ortona: Christmas 1943p. 4142.

7 bid., p. 44.
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These rather stinging critiques has led to the perceived conflict between Jefferson

and Stone which in turn has skelw&me historians and their opinions about both of

t hem. Some historians state that Jef ferso

commanding officer during the Ortona battle, and that Stone was the one making
decisi ons. C o m miegratlvancegup tb@orsoSviittorio Endmanuelea r
from thePiazza Vittoriato the rubble pile located at the south en®iazza Municipal

Zuehlkewrote:2

AiThat Stone was developing the tactics for

reflected a shiftinthe e gi ment 6s | ines of command. Lie
had established his battalion headquarters
Seaforth Highlanders of Canada battalion commander Lieutenant Colonel Syd
Thomson, who had set up shop right oe tht o wn 6 sSamgadMpega di n
Constantinopoli I n fact, Jeffersonds he¥Wdquarter
Canadian I nfantry Brigade commander Brigad
where troops were facing each other across distances of mere feet, trying to exercise
effective control or to dictate strategy from such a distance to the rear was difficult,
if not impossible.

Because of the distance between Jefferson
in Ortona, command of the Edmonton Regiment effectively shifted to the senior
commander on the i mmediate s

Jefferen never replied to any of Stoneds n
during or after the war or, if he did, they have been lost to history. Perhaps Jefferson felt
that as he was the commanding officer of the Loyal Eddies, he did not have to respond
to his temperamental subordinate. It says something that Jefferson was promoted to
Brigadier and brigade command in the Northwest European theatre of the war, while
Stone never got above the rank of Col onel
negative comments never bothered Jefferson in the first place due to his rather stoic

personality. However, by not chall enging

72 BDFL, minutes 11:29 to 186. See Chapter 4, pjF9-81, footnotess5 to 68.
73 Zuehlke,Ortona, pp. 2622 6 3 . Bercuson repeats Zuehl ke®he opi ni on
Fighting Canadiansp. 221.
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Jefferson set himself up for critical review by historians. It is also easy to stiyafest
given his passive personality, Jefferson never had a chance of demonstrating his more
positive leadership abilities due to his being surrounded by such personable and larger
thanlife officers such as Hoffmeister, Stone, and the commanding officdbeof
Seaforths, Lieutenar@olonel Syd Thomson. In the end, analysis on this issue is limited
by the available evidence.
* ok ok ok ok

Unlike Jefferson, Lieutenasf@ o | o n e | Sydney (ASydo) Wil fc
leadership and actions during Ortona were better documented in the resources.
Although initially wounded in Sicily, he recovered and rejoined the Seaforths where he
served as a platoon commangdcompany secoAd-command, company commander
and t he b a t-ih-eolmmandcirdtise sgae c o n d
of a few short months. On 10 December 1943 the
Seaforthsd Commanding Of fic
Colonel Doug Forin was wounded in action due to
German artillery fie outside of San Leonardo, so
Hoffmeister ordered Thomson to take over as

acting commanding officer, just in time for

Photo: Ortona’* He wasmentioned iralmost every page
LieutenantColonel Syd Thomson,
Commanding Officer, of the war diary thatspanned the Ortorizattle in a
The Seaforth Highlanders of
Canad®

number of contexts. Frequenthetdiary notes his

headquarters locations close to the frontlines so that he could control and influence the

74 Zuehlke,Ortona p. 171.
> Tom Hawthorn, http://tomhawthorn.blogspot.com/2009/0 Httsyunsonsoldier19142008.html.
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battle, the directions he issued to sidbordinate commanders and how he himself

dangerously moved his own personal vehicle away from the chtiRdnta Maria di
Constantinopolunder fre’® Th o ms on & s | e a dvasrparticilaply evidente r  f i r
when the Germans counterattadion 24 December 1943.Thomson6s aut hor i
of theChristmas dinner ganta Maria diConstantinopolivas also a good decision for

his exhausted troog€ Unlike Jefferson, historians judge that Thomson was much

involved in this battle and influenced it in a positive way.

* k* k k%

il think one ot her t hdpsingy presencdwasuseful, that Or t on a
| demonstrated a certain lack of concern for the enemy shots that were flying around.

And it made peopl e, everybody start to wonc
heol | go? And that, | edt itsounds a bitiegotisticdh e poi nt
T butletmesapoldl eaders when you are in townsésStre

men and not by the weapons, and the men actually in contact with the enemy are
mostly commanded by junior NCOs and people have rediey well trained if you

are going to be successful in street fighting. These junior NCOs could take five or
six men, go into the dangerous places to keep up the momentum of the big attack
youdre making. o

- Major James Ston€.
Of course, leadership during the battle of Ortona was not only required at the
senior officer levels. There were many instances of leadership, courage, initiative and
teamwor k that occurred at al Corso\attorios . Corp
Emmamele Captain Harleyat the church cfanta Maria diConstantinopoliPrivate
C.G. Rattrayatthe PiazzaMunicipali, Lieutenant James Dougarattempt to savaew

reinforcementsSergeant J.E.W. Diék snitiative against thdlamethrower and other

6 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 266. See Chaptes, pp. 8586, footnotes77 and B. Unlike the Loyal
Eddi esd war diary which tommaparaedrepbh dhpdSeafent fsibdn
down with specific timings and a sentence or very short paragraph to describe what occurred at that time. Therefore,
it is a |l ot easier to foll ow t hietimpsrdariggtheday. and read Thom
" Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderpp. 269270. See Chaptet, pp. 115116 footnote 3.
78 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-C-3 , Vol ume 15256, ThACanadigtheader 6s Di ¢
War, 19391945, Volume 2p. 371; ZuehlkeQrtona,p. 312. See Chaptes, p. 127, footnotell.
79 BDFL, minutes 17:55 to 18:26 and minutes 28:14 to 28:41.
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German positions o6orso Umberto,landCor por al dGauskto savetbeN e i |
buried platoorall offer examples of thoughtful leadership in the face of dangke T

Seaforthsd signals officer tedLi eutenant Wil

al o wi || never forget the sort of men we ha
M.M., to Sgt. Hicks, both experts at handling men and communication equipment
down to the newest arrival s. With an ever

what the cost, these men kept the command and information channels of the unit
open, and usually with complete disregard for their own safety. Walking close to
their Company Commanders with an overhead antenna waving from their backs they
were obvious target® enemy snipers; and wearing earphones in the midst of battle
they were deprived of the usual warning of whistling preceding enemy
bombardmenf®

Leadership, courage and initiative was also demonstrated by the Royal Canadian
Engineers, who wereo-located right with the infantry and often exposed themselves to
German direct and artillery / mortar fire while mine clearing or putting explosives
against walls, sometimes with enemy paratroopers right on the other side. The Three
Ri ver s Rempuredesaidierd who took their Sherman tainksige and
attractive targets fortheenely nt o Ort onads deadly streets
firepower, bring up supplies and take back the wounded. The artillery gun detachment
leaders who manhandleldeir heavy gpounder anttank guns through the rubble to
provide the extra firepower also shone. In Ortona leadership, courage, initiative and
teamwork was demonstrated daily.

T

The majority of accounts of the Battle of Ortona that struggle nvéking sense

of the urban chaos by featuring a few select examples of tactical innovation or

courageous action cannot capture the entirely and complexity of this event or its

80 Roy, The Seaforth Highlanders p. 26 7. Gildersleeve is interviewed
Battle of Ortonad documentary found on the fAYoutubeodo we
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consequences. Studying the layers of urban warfare necessitates an appofcidtain
the Ortonesiendured during and after the fighting, as well as the relationships built
when they and their new Canadian neighbours emerged from cover to rebuild and to
forge new relations. Likewise, taking stock of Canadian military leadershiplevels

at Ortona helps to reveal hoW!Zanadian Infantry Brigade and its supporting arms
solved this unique new kind of Second World War problem of urban combat in a

comparatively short time in late December 1943.
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Chapter 81 Conclusioni Why Ortona Matters: Past, Present and Future

X XX XXX
Photo: A photographer from til@anadian Army Filnrand PhotdJnit was able to take this photo from
the top floor of a villa south of Ortona during the battle.
Above the X0 is the PRiazaa8&an Frantesddea Hade Squardh | ocat ed
Above t he i XXdmentsomplexetstbpdloorg somewpa obscured by smoke,
on the west side of tHeiazza Vittoria and
Above the ot Xithorioi Emmanuek

ifNearer the coast the Canadians cl eared th
defence near théllage of S(an) Leonardo after eight consecutive attacks, and they
were faced with a German parachute battalion determined to defend the coast town
of Ortona. The resourceful Canadians worked out the tactics of street fighting as
they went along, and theclearance of the town still remains a model for anyone
who is forced to engage in that peculiar

- Dominick Graham and Shelford Bidwell,
Tug of Waii The Battle for Italy: 1939152
il n addisuccession daf iverd theee was also Ortona, a small port for
which the # Canadian Division had to fight street by street, house by house, and
even floor by floor. It took them a week, and they spent Christmas Day doing it,
and in t he e ntat Ortomaghe Canatians becamé thd acknowledged
experts in strediighting. For the rest of the war officers who had been at Ortona
toured the Allied military schools lecturing on the subject. Ortona is a small piece
of Canadian history. o

- FredMajdalany, Cassino: Portrait of a Battlé

Long after the battle was over, two historians questioned whether the fighting in
Ortona should have occurred in the first place. In 1989 Brereton Greenhoustaejued
tremendous sacrifices of Canadian troopand-around Ortona were unnecessary and
that the town should have been bypassed completely instead. The article highlights

selective events and testimonies that emphasize Canadian challenges at Ortona to

1 Whitcombeand Gilmour,The Pictorial History of Canada's Army Overseas 13925 pp 106107.
2 Graham and BidwellTug of Way p. 119.
3 Majdalay,Cassing pp. 2930.
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validate the argumentLater, David Bercuson echdé&reenhous, arguirthat the
battle should not have been fought abatause the key road junction three kilometres
to the southwest could have been captured thus masking the town and bypassing it.
They both argue that the battle was fought for the wrong reasons. The Canadian Army
was trapped by its own publicity mongeafter Ortona was compared to Stalingrad,
committing both sides to the bitter enBercuson compared the case to a later example
after the Allies broke out of Normandy eight months later and raced towards the Low
Countries and Germany, they bypassed Dimland left it masked until the very end of
the war®

This retrospective analysis simplifies the situation and the evidence from 1943.
The Germans had never fought an extensive urban battle before in the Mediterranean
theatre. Their pattern had so bsen to draw Allied forces to the edge of a town and
then, after taking casualtiéghe defender almost always déieshey withdrew to the
next river, valley, high ground or some combination of the three suitable for the defence.
In December 1943 Bigh and Canadian commanders assumed that Ortona would be no

different. This was the reason they thought the Germans would only delay in Ortona

4 Greenhous, ""Would It Not Have Been Better to Bypass Ortona Completely...?' A Canadian Christmas,
1943,"Canadian Defence Quarterlpp. 5155.

5 BercusonMaple Leaf Against The Axipp. 172173.

6 This point is quite convincingly argued in Major J.P.&r r 6 s ar itTihcel eT aficktliBclsA of Mi st a
British Army ReviesNumber 128, Winter 2002002 (Great Britain: British Army Periodical, 2002). When
researching many urban operations battles throughout than2D2% centuries, | can only find onehen the
defenders were able to achieve victory, that of Suez City 24 October 1973 during the Yom Kippur-2&ar (06
October 1973). The Israeli attack into the city was so unprofessional and marred by such glaring tactical urban
operations errors that theyere soundly defeated. Otherwise, a majority of all other urban operations battles, even the
debacle of the®\Battle of Grozny in December 199March 1995, ended with victories for the forces that were on
the offence. DND (CanaddyniqueOperationsi Urban, pp. 239241 (Suez City) and pp. 125 (2! Grozny).
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and withdraw to thévrielli river and why Hoffmeister had only initially committed a
single battalion to captutbe town’

However, the Allies did not know that Ortona had become the eastern anchor of
the GustavLine, the point at which the Germans needed to stop the Allies on the
approach t@?escarand therefore the back door to Rome. Once the Canadians
undestood the~allschirmjageb s i i otfighhatmajor defensive battle inside the
town rather than further north, Hoffmeister had little choice but to bring up the rest of
his brigade in response. This was also the reason why he wanted to see theofigiht t
totheend not because of the media exaggerating
it to Stalingrad’ but because pulling out and failing to achieve the mission would have
dealt a tremendous psychological blow to his brigade.

Highway 16 wasthé*Canadi an I nfantry Divisiono6s n
| ogi sti cal supply route for Eighth Armyoés
the strategic goal of Pescara. Ortona commanded that highway from three directions.

The enemy there simplyad to be destroyed to open the highway northWaktso,

bypassinfOr t ona was a thought that crossed nobc
War, and the prevailing mindset was always: when the Germans chose to stand in a
particular spot, the Allies had to go to that location and destroy them. If anybody had

actually hought differently by suggesting a bypass and isolation of the town, it would

have been one of the very few times on the southern front that the Allies would have

allowed two battalions of motivated, dedicated paratroopers to fester in their rear area,

7 As discussed in Chapter 2,54, footnote71 and Chapter 3, p. 56, top paragraptND DHH CMHQ
reports 19401948 p. 84, para. 23Roy, The Seaforth Highlanderp. 258 SHC WD 1943/0131 December, R@4-
C-3, Volume 15256, LACDelaneyThe Sol di erl1816 Gener al

8 1t will be recalled that Highway 16ecame th€orso M. BianchitheCorso Vittoria EmmanuelandVia
Tripoli within Ortona
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threatening the most important road on the east side of the Italian peninsula. Months
later in France, the Allies were willing to risk the containment of Dunkirk because by
August of 1944 that port city had its significance minimized, and a myriad of other
major highways served their logistics needs. The Germans there could be allowed to
wither on the vine, and the Allies instead focused on clearin§c¢heldEstuary to
open access Antwerp and press on to Bérlin.
Also, the point was largely mobotthe battle of Ortona happened, and it is
important to note that the Canadians, while initially unprepared for an urban battle,
ended up soundly defeating an enemy force essentially equal in numbers through good
leadershipcourage, initiative, teamworkyolving tacticsand the effective employment
of a wide range of weapons. It was hardly a matter of a small delaying force holding off
a much larger attacker. In any case, the geography immediately surrounding Ortona did
not allow it to be isolated or flanked which gave an advantage tealtszhirmjager
prolonging the battle and seriously handicapping the Canadians initially. Also, the
Green Devils were a motivated and skillful enemy who defende@tistavLine west
of Ortona strongly as to also prevent its isolatidie urban geography gave them
additional advantages when paired with their use of their effective weapon systems.
They successfully forced the Canadians into a tough urban combat operation.
However, tle Red Patch Devils were also veterans of difficult fighting throughout

Italy, despite including some new reinforcements to replace losses afidortheiver

9 Colonel C.P. Stacefficial History of the Canadian Army in the Second World War, Volume IlI: The
Victory Campaigii The Operations in NorthVest Europe 1944945( Ot t awa: The Queends Printe
Stationary, 1960), p. 360. Although Dunkitad been an original objective given t6Qanadian Army, it was
realized that the need to have access to the important port city of Antwerp by cleaBnbelttEstuary was more
important. In order to save resources, the Dunkirk task was amended to merely contain the city to prevent the
Germans in escaping from it.
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and The Gully battles. Although they could not isolate the town, di&@aadian

Infantry Brigade broke into Ortona and gained lodgement, thebgladay battle slowly
progressed northwards as the Canadians evolved their urban tactics. They innovatively
maximized the technology of all their small arms to tanks;tank guns, and engineer
explosiwes to support their mouseholing technique to slowly, steadily, violently defeat

their German opponent©nce the Canadians had broken through the German main
defensive area that pidze &eroam eodmandersatu gh Ol d
several levels knewhat their part in holding th@ustavLine in this townhad failed.

Both the Canadians and the Germans pushed themselves to the limits of human
endurance and it resulted in a high cost in blood for both military forces as well as for
Or t o n a 6 ss, alomgwathbexténaive tollateral damaghe logical consequence
of urban fighting' but it ultimately became a Canadian victory nonetheless.

Afterwards, the Canadians helped weonesirebuild the town and their lives,

establishing an enduring Camactitalian friendship that still exists today. The

Canadians also created a lasting legacy and example for how to overcome the challenge
of modern urban warfare.

The Canadians were not the only urban operations experts by the time the Second
World War emled. The Russians won the most infamous battle at Stalingrad between
August 1942 and February 1943. The effortsStf/hited States Infantry Division (the
ABi g Red Oneo) at Aachen in October of 194
of urban operations planning and tactits he battle of Manila in the Philippines

between the Americans and the Japanese in &gkarch 1945 was particularly

10 For a very good review on the urban battles of both Stalingrad and Aachen please see therespec
chapters iConcrddeHelar cods
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destructive, as was the battle of Berlin between the Russians and Germans in April of
19451! The Allied forces on the offensive in all those battles demonstrated an ability to
conduct urban operations against stubborrsAafenders. Although all these battles
were considerably larger in size and number of units participating, involving entire
regiments, divisions, corps or even entire arrigsioes not lessen the fact that the
Canadians stood out as equals among tmegkern western land forces.
Given the worldwide trend towards increasing urbanization, and the recognition by
modern antwestern insurgent forces that urban operations help to equalize their
chances against powerful Western military forces, and thé size, capabilities and
equipment limitations of the Canadian Army today, Canadian soldiers may be
despatched to fight another urban operation in the near future. Thetefdeestanding
and drawing wisdom from the Ortona experience remains relevantll be
unacceptable to fild]l up body bags with Can
glaringly obvious tactical mistakes witnessed by this author during that urban training
exercise in Wainwright. Most importantiy,is hoped thathis work offersa clearer
hi stori cal under st a-odayiogic by layin@auttthe availdbde br ut a
evidence chronologically and geographically, thereby bringing a little more historical
order to the chaos, including the integration of new research antibgsesbout its

consequences.

1 Fora very good review on the urban battle of Manila please see the respective chapter written by Thomas.
M. Huber in William G. RobertsorBlock by Block: The Challenges of Urban Operati@fart Leavenworth: LS.
Army Command and General Staff College Press), n.d., pp.®2 ; Co r n eThd LasuBattléRewaYork: s
Simon and Schuster, 1966) is a good resource on the battle of Berlin.
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Appendixl: Ortonads Urban Geogr aph?

CHURCH OF
SINTA MARIA DI
CONSTANTINOPOU

200 300 400 500
YARDS

ORTONA

An aerialreconnaissance photo of Ortona taken just before the battes photo allows for an
understanding of the layout and size of the town just before the fighting occtitre¢ghhotds not
oriented properly, sthe "X" indicates north.

All of the geographymapson page206215are a copy of Map 4, p. XX in Zuehlk®rtonaand have

been modified by the thesis author using Microsoft PowerPoint.

1 Nicholson,Official History, p. 304.
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