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Introduction 
 

In 2019, the New Brunswick Institute for Research, Data and Training (NB-IRDT) released the first 

report in an Immigrant retention in New Brunswick series that dives into factors influencing 

immigrant retention rates in NB. Each update uses the newest data available to answer a series 

of research questions, highlighting how results have changed. We ask, for instance:  

 

• How many immigrants (with NB as their intended destination) landed in NB, and what 

percentage remain in NB over time? 

  

• Which immigration stream has the most arrivals and highest retention rates in NB? 

 

• How do immigration and retention compare for applicants from different countries? Do 

results vary by education level and language? 

 

• Which areas of NB receive the most immigrants? Which have the highest retention rates? 

 

This is the fifth report in the series, and it updates our most recent work (which incorporated 

results for immigrants who landed in NB in 20211) by presenting annual results for cohorts who 

landed between January 2005 and December 2022. 

 
1 McDonald, T., & Miah, P. (2024). Immigrant retention in New Brunswick: 2021 arrival cohorts. Fredericton, 

NB: New Brunswick Institute for Research, Data and Training. 

Key Findings 

 

Immigration to NB has been increasing. In 2022, 3865 primary applicants landed in NB. This is 

nearly 70% more than in 2021 and more than 3 times the amount that arrived in 2020.  

 

Close to 80% of these new arrivals were still living in NB one year later, in 2023. This is an 

improvement compared to those who arrived in 2021 (74% retention). However, when we 

look back over the years, we see that an 80% retention rate matches the long-term average.  

 

Immigrants who moved to NB after landing in other provinces have higher retention (90%) – 

likely because they would have moved for a specific reason, such as for family or a job.  

 

Nearly half of 2022 arrivals came to NB through the Provincial Nominee Program (PNP), 

mainly via the program’s Express Entry category. While 1-year retention for the PNP is above 

the 80% average, other streams, like the Sponsored Family program, are even higher.  

 

In 2022, India was the source country with the most immigrants landing in NB, but arrivals from 

India have the lowest 1-year retention rate (57%), whereas some of the highest retention 

rates are for arrivals from Algeria (92%) and Nigeria (96%). 

 

Of all the different regions of NB, Moncton receives the most immigrants.  

 

https://www.unb.ca/nbirdt/research/series.html
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That matching rate above shows that, in 2022, 3865 matched primary applicants  

(about 85% of immigrants who applied to land in NB) ended up settling there. 

How Many Primary Applicants Landed in New Brunswick? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       *compared to previous year 

 

What is a matched primary applicant?  

 

A primary applicant is the main person applying for immigration under a specific program. While 

the application can include family members, such as a spouse or children, the primary applicant 

is the one responsible for meeting eligibility requirements. This report counts primary applicants – 

not their family members – and this is important to remember when looking at the numbers. 

 

A matched primary applicant is an immigrant whose information can be ‘matched’ (or found) in 

two different data sets:  

 

• Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) landing records 

• Citizen Data (Medicare registry) 

 

IRCC records show if an immigrant’s intended destination is NB. If the same immigrant shows up 

in the Citizen Data, that means they obtained provincial Medicare (i.e., they settled in NB). 

 

 

 

 

 

But, did they stay? 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Retention Rates 

 

Along with diving even deeper into landings and matching rates, the following pages show the 

1-year, 3-year, 5-year and 10-year retention rates of matched primary applicants based on the 

year they arrived in NB – taken from their landing records.  

 

We consider immigrants with other intended destinations to have arrived in NB when their 

Medicare eligibility becomes “Active” – rather than the date presented in their landing records. 

 

Learn More All the data behind these results can be accessed in the report’s 

Technical Appendix.  

Year 
Total Primary 

Applicants 

Matched Primary 

Applicants 

Matching 

Rate 

2020 1250 890 71.2% 

2021 3085 2605 84.4% 

2022 4560 3865 84.8% 

  The number of landings 

  has been increasing:* 

  

  2020-2021:  + 192.7% 
 

  2021-2022:  + 69.2% 

 

 

https://unbscholar.lib.unb.ca/handle/1882/38347
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The 1-year retention rate for immigrants who landed in 2022 shows a return to a 

long-term trend of ~80% of matched applicants staying in NB for at least 1 year. 

Of the 485 matched primary applicants from other provinces who moved 

to NB  in 2022, 89.7% were still living in NB 1 year later.  

What Percentage of Matched Primary Applicants Stayed in NB? 

Landing 

Year 

1-Year 

Retention 

3-Year 

Retention 

5-Year 

Retention 

10-Year 

Retention 

2010 80.0% 68.7% 58.0% 45.3% 

2011 81.9% 67.1% 58.1% 51.0% 

2012 80.5% 66.5% 57.3% 47.0% 

2013 81.1% 71.3% 61.6% 54.3% 

2014 78.7% 63.5% 57.3% 

 

2015 78.7% 67.7% 61.2% 

2016 79.3% 68.7% 65.5% 

2017 77.7% 67.2% 63.5% 

2018 82.1% 68.8% 66.5% 

2019 78.9% 64.3% 

 
2020 80.4% 59.0% 

2021 74.3% 
 

2022 78.8% 

Overall 79.6% 67.1% 61.1% 48.7% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What About Immigrants Who Moved to NB but Applied to Other Provinces? 

 

Arrival 

Year  
AB BC NS ON QC 

Rest of 

Canada 
Total 

2020 25 25 25 115 45 60 295 

2021 15 45 25 155 40 35 315 

2022 30 35 20 250 75 75 485 

Total 70 105 70 520 160 170 1095 

 

 

78.8% of the matched 

primary applicants who 

landed in NB in 2022 were still 

living in the province 1 year 

later (in 2023).  

 

After a decline for the 2021 

cohort of immigrants, this 

2022 rate is a return to the 

longer-term average.  

 

The 3-year retention rate for 

the 2020 cohort was also 

markedly lower than for 

earlier years. Both results  

(1-year retention for 2021 

and 3-year retention for 

2020) might reflect limits on 

interprovincial mobility during 

the early phases of  

COVID-19. 

 

In 2022, nearly 500 

immigrants who had 

applied with other 

provinces as their 

intended destination 

moved to NB. 

 

The majority had 

listed Ontario as their 

intended destination. 
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How Do Different Immigration Streams Compare? 

Matched Primary Applicants Across Immigration Streams 

Immigration Stream 

Total Matched Matching Rate 

2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 

Provincial Nominee Program 795 1960 710 1730 89.3% 88.3% 

Sponsored Family 375 455 310 385 82.7% 84.6% 

Skilled Worker 10 150 5 40 50.0% 26.7% 

Resettled Refugee 125 420 100 195 80.0% 46.4% 

Other 45 30 40 20 88.9% 66.7% 

Atlantic Immigration Program 900 635 805 590 89.4% 92.9% 

Canadian Experience Class  495 140 400 120 80.8% 85.7% 

TR to PR Pathway* 340 770 290 690 85.3% 89.6% 

*Temporary Resident to Permanent Resident Pathway – The TR to PR Pathway only operated during 2021, but those who 

applied before it ended that still had their applications processed and their work permits extended until December 2024. 

 

The immigration stream with the most immigrants who landed in NB in 2022 is the Provincial 

Nominee Program (PNP), followed by the TR to PR Pathway and the Atlantic Immigration Pilot.  

 

These 3 streams also have the highest matching rates, and the TR to PR pathway saw the largest 

increase in 1-year retention in 2022 (16 percentage points higher than in 2021). 

 

1-Year Retention Rates by Immigration Stream 
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The Provincial Nominee Program – A Deeper Dive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does Education Impact Immigration? 
 

• In 2022, the highest matching rate (89.3%) and the highest 1-year retention rate (93.3%) 

were among primary applicants with a post-secondary (i.e., college) diploma – with the 

second-highest retention among those with a high school education or less (93.2%).  

 

• While all education levels saw a boost in 1-year retention in 2022, diploma holders saw 

the largest jump: from 65.4% in 2021 to 93.3% in 2022. 

The PNP saw incredible growth in the number of matched primary applicants landing in NB.  

The difference between 710 landed immigrants in 2021 and 1730 in 2022 is a 143.6% increase. 

 

To better understand where this growth is coming from, it’s important to take a closer look at 

the 4 different immigration categories that make up the PNP:  

 

Business            Skilled Worker            NB Express Entry            Strategic Initiative  

 

  
 

 

 

Job Offer Status:  PNP applicants with a job offer have a higher matching rate (92.4%*) 

than those without (84.2%*), meaning applicants with a job offer are 

more likely to settle in NB. 

 

Retention:  PNP applicants with a job offer actually have a lower 1-year retention 

rate (70.9%*) than those without a job offer (91.2%*). However, longer-

term data show that immigrants with a job offer are more likely to 

remain in the province longer than those without. 

 

*percentages reflect 2022 results. 

375 360
270

1030

2021 2022

Business Skilled Worker

NB Express Entry Strategic Initiative

In 2022, the NB Express Entry 

category had the most arrivals: 

1030 immigrants.  

 

This is a major increase (of 74%) 

from the 270 who arrived through 

NB Express Entry in 2021. 

 

It’s also much higher than the 

number of arrivals through the  

second-highest category: the 

Skilled Worker class. 
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India had the most immigrants arrive in NB in 2022, just like in previous years.  

 

Of the Francophone countries, Cameroon had the most immigrants land in NB –  

its 2022 landings are 70% higher than in 2021. 

 

When we look at the countries with higher numbers (100+) of immigrants:  

Nigeria had the highest 1-year retention rate (96.2%)  

Algeria had the highest retention of the Francophone countries (92.0%). 

 

 

  

Where Do Most International Immigrants to NB Come From? 
 

The 18 Source Countries with the Most Matched Landings in NB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Comparisons to previous years are available in the Technical Appendix. 

 

Speaking of Language 

 

Because NB is a bilingual province, it’s helpful to see if immigrants speak either official language:  

 

• In 2022, the highest number of matched primary applicants spoke English (2,540), 

followed by both English and French (765) then French (345).  

 

• Immigrants who speak both English and French have the highest matching rate (88.4%).  

2022 

 Landings 
1-Year 

Retention 

Algeria 125 92.0% 

Cameroon 235 78.7% 

Côte d'Ivoire 60 83.3% 

France  40 100.0% 

Morocco 195 87.2% 

Senegal 20 75.0% 

Tunisia 50 80.0% 

 

2022 

  Landings 
1-Year 

Retention 

Afghanistan 70 78.6% 

Brazil 75 86.7% 

China 110 72.7% 

Congo DR 65 92.3% 

India 940 56.9% 

Nigeria 265 96.2% 

Philippines 365 90.4% 

Syria 70 100.0% 

Ukraine 110 77.3% 

USA 70 100.0% 

Vietnam 75 100.0% 

 

Francophone Source Countries 

https://unbscholar.lib.unb.ca/handle/1882/38347
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Where in NB Do Most Immigrants Initially Settle? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This doesn’t necessarily mean that more immigrants who landed in each area were still living in 

the same area 1 year later – but rather that they remained in the province.i  

  

Regional Service Commissions (RSCs) in NB: Landings in 2022  

 

The Southeast RSC (where Moncton is) had the highest number of immigrant arrivals in 2022, just 

like in earlier years.  

 

The RSCs with generally the most 

landings all saw a large boost in 

1-year retention from 2021 to 

2022:  

 

Fundy: rose from 68.9% to 86.0%. 

 

Capital: from 78.6% to 90.5%. 

 

Western Valley: from 53.6% to 

73.3% 

 

Southeast: from 77.5% to 88.9%. 

 
i Immigrants may live in a different 

location than initially stated in their 

applications. Thus, for the regions of NB 

presented on this page, retention is 

measured from immigrants’ first address 

in NB, not from the IRCC landing date. 

When we focus on the 3 

Census Metropolitan 

Areas in NB (Fredericton, 

Moncton and Saint John), 

we see that Moncton 

receives the highest 

number of immigrants.  

 

However, landings in Saint 

John more than doubled 

between 2021 and 2022.   

 

1-year retention rates for 

immigrants landing in 

each of the urban areas 

and in the Rest of NB are 

higher in 2022 than 2021. 

155

410

545

355

1,110

1,850

170

375

920

210

710

550

2020 2021 2022

Landings in Each Region

Fredericton Moncton Saint John Rest of NB

• 1715 

• 75 

• 475 

Capital 

• 35 

• 500 

• 45 
• 75 

• 85 
• 45 

• 150 

• 35 

• 60 




