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Quotable Quotations Unit Overview
By Tina Kelly and Jill Dunderdale, George St. Middle School

Phase One- Introducing the Writing Project

Introduction to the unit: (Teachers present the unit.) YOU have probably heard a family
member say: If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all, or Don’t
count your chickens before they hatch. What about, Slow and steady wins the race. Some
of these quotations are as old as time. Why have they survived and what do they mean?
Let’s talk about the power and purpose behind a quote.

Brainstorm: Are quotations valuable? Explain. Why do you think they have survived the
test of time?

During this unit of study, you will have an opportunity to choose or create a
quotation and delve deeply into its meaning. You will be asked to express
and develop your ideas in a five-paragraph essay. You will also be expected
to create/draw a symbol for your quotation, one that represents its main idea
or message. Once you have completed your symbol drawing, you will be
asked to transfer your drawing unto a lino block (special printing material)
and make a print of your symbol. From there, the sky’s the limit. You can
use your print as the cover of your own book of quotations or as your
personal letterhead logo. The list is endless.

Let’s take a look at the end product (Tone and Hope, our own George Street Middle
School art specialists) will share theirs, and discuss the process). Question and answer
time will be provided.

Phase Two- Analyzing Writing Models
Examining a five-paragraph essay exemplar, creating a rubric and a graphic organizer
(class activity)

During this stage, you will be asked to examine a five-paragraph essay exemplar in which
the writer-a student like yourself-delves deeply into the meaning of his/her chosen
quotation. We want you to deconstruct the essay, paragraph by paragraph, and identify the
purpose and components of each paragraph. In a sense, you will be working backwards.
What might the graphic organizer for this essay look like? (Share.) Next, create the outline.
Y our teacher will record your findings on the white board in outline form. Please copy
down these notes for future reference. They will be your “road map”/rubric should you



need assistance. Let’s include some time to discuss what you feel works and doesn’t work.
Tell me, for example, about the parts that are particularly effective.

Phase Three- Sharing the Writing Process
Teacher model: model and process shared

Here the teachers involved will choose a quotation and apply the same procedure we are
expecting you to use, in order to create a five-paragraph essay. In other words, your
teachers will discuss their chosen quote amongst themselves, brainstorm and create a web,
write a draft, edit the draft, and then produce a good copy. We will share our final draft
with you at which time we will discuss our experience and have a question and answer
period.

Phase Four- Collaborative and Interactive Writing
Class-constructed five-paragraph essay
Ideas for possible symbol drawing shared

As a class, with a student recorder at the white board, we will construct a five-paragraph
essay in response to our school motto: A quitter never wins; a winner never quits. We will
construct a web (our graphic organizer), and then use that web to help us build our essay
together. Discussion, and references made to your exemplar web and rubric will be
encouraged.

Phase Five- Independent Writing Process
Independent essay construction (Discussion, Plan using graphic organizer, Draft, Final

Copy)

You are on your own. It is hoped that you will make use of the discussions and
experiences of the lessons leading up to this point to help you along the way. Use the
charts, outlines, exemplars and reference books whenever they are required.

Remember that when you are working on a piece of independent writing, silence is golden.
Stage Six

Symbol drawing/print-making begins

At this stage, you can now begin brainstorming with your classmates about your ideas for
an appropriate symbol drawing. Your teachers will provide you with reference material as



well. There will be a good selection of symbol drawings to examine and discuss. You will
recognize many of these symbols; others will be new to you. Read their history for a richer
appreciation of their meaning. You are encouraged to borrow ideas and\or use them as a
springboard to create your own. Once you have settled on an image/symbol, begin to
sketch it out. Do as many “drafts” as you need until you are satisfied. If you can’t get the
shape you want, look through some of the art books in the class. You can trace a shape if
you want. If your classmate is an artist, get some guidance from him\her.

Do your good copy on a piece of tracing paper. Be sure to use pencil. Make sure your
drawing will fit on the piece of lino block provided. Transfer your drawing by laying it
face down on the lino block and rubbing and/or tracing over your outline. Make sure not
to move your tracing paper during this process. Lift the tracing paper off the block. You
should be able to make out your symbol.

Begin carving out your symbol drawing as instructed by our George Street specialists. Err
on the side of caution at first; avoid making deep cuts. If your first print doesn’t meet with
your approval, you can “edit” it by making cleaner and perhaps deeper cuts the next time.

Once you have successfully carved your image on the lino block, you are ready to make
your first print. Using a brayer and printing ink, proceed as instructed. Be sure to leave a
boarder so that you can write your quotation beneath or around your print.

Share your final product with you classmates. See if they can make the connection
between the symbol drawing and the quotation. Even at this stage you can make
alterations. Perhaps there’s just one last thing you would like to add or change.



Appendix #1- Your Writing Assignment
Quotations have hidden messages. They can also inspire and instruct us. Choose one
quotation from the following page and respond to it in a five-paragraph essay. Give a

clear explanation of what you understand from the quote.

You have been asked to complete a piece of writing. Pay careful attention to the
following instructions:

Instructions

Space is provided for planning, drafting, revising, and editing.

Make the writing clear and focused.

Develop your ideas thoroughly, and use appropriate sentences and paragraphs.

Remember your purpose and audience as you strive for effectiveness and organization of
your ideas, quality of written expression, and word choice.

Follow the conventions of good writing with the correct use of punctuation,
capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

Use legible hand writing and a readable font size.
Read your work to correct any mistakes.
Write your final copy on provided pages, using a pen with blue or black ink.

Judge your time accordingly; reread your work to correct any mistakes.

Remember, your writing will be evaluated on the
Thoughtfulness, effectiveness, and organization of your ideas
Quality of written expression, word choice, sentences, and paragraphs

Correct use of punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar



Appendix 2- Quotation Deconstruction: A class activity
“Keep your eyes on the sun and you won’t see the shadows.”

Note: All students are given the same five-paragraph essay exemplar to examine and
deconstruc. Together, the class works through the exemplar and identifies the key
components of each paragraph. The teacher records this information on the white board,
students are encouraged to take notes for future reference.

Paragraph One: Introduction

Quotation given in quotation marks

Several interpretations are given

Personal opinion offered

Strong voice in first person “I”

Strong word choice: minor setbacks (line 3)
concentrate (line 4)
optimistic (line 5)
interpreted (line 2)

Smooth transitions: However, in my opinion,...

Paragraph Two: Repetition
Advice given
Well organized (paragraph has a topic sentence; ideas are supported
with details and explanations)
Internal punctuation (commas, semi colon)
Transitional expression : Although

Paragraph Three: Writer defends her thoughts; provides explanation
Introduces a new quote directly connected to her topic
Word repetition: optimistic

Paragraph Four: Audience awareness: refers to the readers as “we”
Personal example provided (7Text to Self)
Gives insight and wisdom — a lesson learned

Paragraph Five: Conclusion presented
Restates quotation; restates purpose of quote
Restates main points in a fresh, new way
Gives new insight (Text to World); reiterates lesson(s) learned






Appendix 3-
Choose a quotation from the list below or create/use one of your own:

Most people are about as happy as they make up their minds to be.
Abraham Lincoln

Be happy with what you have, and you will have plenty to be happy
about.
Irish Proverb

Hold fast to dreams

For if dreams die

Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.

Langston Hughes( 1902-1965)

The best way to give advice is to set a good example.
English Proverb

I complained that I had no shoes until I met a man who had no feet.
Persian Proverb

Anyone who makes a mistake and does not admit it is making another
mistake.
Confucius

Be kind, for every person you meet is fighting a hard battle.
lan Maclaren

Talent wins games but teamwork and intelligence wins championships.
Michael Jordan

Never let the fear of striking out get in your way.
Babe Ruth

A good name is better than riches.
Proverb

Sooner or later the man that wins is the man that thinks he can.
Author Unknown
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[Writing Achievement Standards

End of Grade §|

Appropriate Achievement

i An appropriate achievement will illustrate writing that

Content/ideas
+ introduces a specific topic with a main idea that shows
awareness of purpose and audience
+ includes ideas relevant o the topic
« attempts {o elaborate on the main idea, often
generalizing details, maintaining focus (may have a few
distractions}
Organization
e gives a thoughtful introduction, establishing purpose
* uses transitions in sequencing, to make connections
e has clearly developed paragraphs
» provides an adequate conclusion

Narrative/lmaginative writing
- creates a situation, plot, setting, and conflict

- develops characters and plot

- supports ideas through dialogue

- establishes a logical conclusion from the events
presented

Information text

- demonstrates awareness of format (business letters,
reports, interviews, advertisements, speeches,
learning logs, messages, procedures, persuasive
writing, et¢.)

- uses special text features (charis, diagrams, eic.) to
explain content

- has introductions that clearly present purpose and
audience

- presents text in 2 logical sequence of chronclogy or
cause/effect

- provides a suitable conclusion

Word Choice
+  uses specific and precise words that enhance meaning

Voice
e is adequate, but ordinary, for audience and purpose
* provides evidence of strong feeling and individuality
throughout

Sentence Structure
« has well-built sentences that express ideas effectively
¢ is generally fluid and easy to read {may have some
choppy sentences)

Conventions

+ shows weli-developed sentences beginning and ending
with correct punctuation

» makes use of internal punctuation {apostrophe, dash,
comma, etc.) to create fluency in the writing

+ uses dialogue to portray a message and add effect

* uses correct grammatical structures that make the text
readable (numbers, apostrophe, contractions, plurals,
conjunctions, etc.)

* includes correct use of all parts of speech to create
fluent sentences

Strong Achievement
A strong achievement will illustrate writing that

Content/ldeas
« introduces a specific topic with a main idea that clearly
defines the purpose and engages the audience
»  stays focussed on the main topic throughout, praviding
supportive reasoning for that idea
* includes a strong main idea that is well supporied with
details and examples
Organization
begins with an engaging statement that indicates purpose
» connects sentences and ideas through smooth transitions
« develops sentences and ideas into cohesive paragraphs
« provides an effective ending

Narrative/imaginative writing
- establishes a situation, plot, setting, and conflict

- develops complex characters and plot
- enhances ideas through dialogue and suspense
- draws an informed conclusion

Information text

- follows conventions of selected form (reports, letters,
persuasive writing, invitations, etc.) with unique twists

- uses special text features (charts, diagrams, eic.) to
enhance meaning and give clarity

- uses sfriking introductions that boldly announce purpose
and capture the audience

- uses text in a logical sequence of chronology or
cause/effect, etc. with fluid transitions

- provides a solid conclusion

Word Choice
» effectively provides vivid descriptive vocabulary

Voice
» s sincere and ideally suited to audience and purpose
+ explodes with energy and is appealing to the reader, due
to strong feelings portrayed

Sentence Structure
* uses a striking variety of sentence structures, logically
connecting ideas with smooth transitions to add flair
« is a smooth and natural easy-to-read piece of writing

Conventions

* uses effective sentences that maintain precise punctuation

¢ s easily read because of internal punctuation (dash,
eltipsis, colon, semi-colon, parentheses, etc.)

» enhances massage and creates interest with dialogue

o flows with precise grammatical structures (parentheses,
parallelism, interjections)

* uses conventions skilfully to enhance meaning and voice

Achievement Standards Grade 8

25




The quote, "Keep your eyes on the sun and you won't see
the shadows”, can be interpreted in many different ways. It
could mean to focus on your goals in life, or it could mean to
ignore minor set backs and to concentrate on the big picture.
However, in my personal opinion, I believe it means to be
optimistic.

Although this interpretation is rather obvious, I believe
it has a strong message. Many people say to stay positive,
but when the going gets tough it's incredibly hard to do so.
At times of depression and peril, we tend to wallow in our own
self-pity, forgetting that a new day will come and that we
have to continue living our lives. To be optimistic is to look
past all the sadness and to be strong and carry on with our
lives. However, this is just one of many different
interpretations.

The quote could also depict how, in a bad situation,
there is always something good that comes out of it.
Whether you made a mistake, or you're just having a lot of
bad luck, if you have a positive attitude, you can almost
always see the silver lining on the cloud. In almost any
situation, there is something good that comes with it, it just
takes an optimistic outlook on life to see it. As my father
says, "what doesn't kill you, makes you stronger.”

In fact, this interpretation reminds me of my own
outlook on life. I believe that everything happens for a
reason, whether it be good or bad. We make millions of
decisions everyday, and ever single one has an effect on our




lives. One bad decision may cause a lot of heartache, but it
also enables us to learn and grow from our mistakes. For
example, this year I hurt my knee just before our last, and
most important, soccer game. I couldn't play the game, which
hurt a lot more than my knee, but the experience wasn't all
bad. I learned that sports aren't everything, and as a *jock"
I had a hard time understanding that. In the end though, T
learned a valuable lesson.

"Keep your eyes on the sun and you won't see the
shadows" is a strong and inspirational quote. It may mean
many different things for many different people, however,
for me it means to be optimistic. It means that some good
can always come from some bad luck, and that you need to
find the strength within yourself to see it.



""" The phoenis,

a mythical creature who bursts into flames at death
- but rises again from its own ashes,

was adopted by the early Chtistians as a fitting symbol
of the resurrection of Christ.

The Flaming Torch Rrighr
Signifying the regenerative power of fire,
the upright flaming torch symbolizes kife.
In many cultures, it is frequently used in
initiation or fertility rites. In Greek
mythology, it was the emblem of %2
Eros and Aphrodite, symboliz- 9, !
ing the flame of love; Hercules
used it to defeat the Hydra.
Conversely, when the torch is
depicted held downward, it sym-
solizes death. In Christianity, it
‘ame to signify Christ as the Light
of the World and was a sign of purifi-
ation through God’s illumination of
he spirit. The torch also signifies
ruth and intelligence and is often used
s an embiem of places of learning,
Vhen associated with the seven
eadly sins, it represents anger, e

Hourglass Rigit

The hourglass is primarily a symbol of
mortality, a reminder that life is finite,
As the sand measuring the passage of

" time flows from the top to the bottom of

the hourglass, so death draws closer with
remorseless inevitability. However,
because it must be inverted before it can
function, the hourglass also symbolizes
the life and death cycle, and heaven and
earth. In addition, it is a symbol of the
Christian personification of Temperance.

Acorn above
The acorn, seed of the mighty oak, is a

- symbol of potential. In Norse and Celtic
 belief, acorns were symbolic of life, fer-
 tility and immortality. Druids swallowed

acorns, which were believed to have

- prophetic qualities, and acorns were
sacred to Thor, whose Tree of Life was

the oak. Acorns and oak leaves form one
of the circular “hex” signs used by the
Amish and Mennonite communities of
southern Pennsylvania, the various signs
believed to bestow favors such as pro-
tection or natural abundance,

. Whale Below, left
- The huge whale was a symbol of powe
- and the regenerative energy of the cos.
mic waters until it came to be regardec
as the devourer of the biblical Jonah,
when it symbolized death, the grave and
the jaws and belly of heil. In this context,
however, it can also signify resurrection,

because, once Jonah had renewed his faith

 after three days, the whale released him,
! The story can be compared with Christ’s
- death, burial and resurrection. In Inuit

(Eskimo) tradition, the whale is a trick-

ster. Because of their massive size, early
sailors mistakenly tried to land on whales,
and so they represented the devil's Iure
and cunning. Furthermore, the whale can
be a cosmic symbol, either as a caryatid
of the universe (in Arab and Slav coun-
tries and Russia), or as the embodiment

e "
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